
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cathy Presti coordinates 

services and activities for 

senior members of St. Robert 

and Holy Family Parishes, 

including day trips, speakers, 

and special social occasions.  

As Minister of Pastoral Care 

she visits and brings 

Communion to those who are 

sick or homebound. 

 

St. Robert hopes to 

introduce a new Director of 

Liturgy and Music soon.  At 

the time of printing, a search 

committee has been formed to 

interview candidates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gail DeFrancisco,  director 

of religious education K5-Gr. 8, 

brings the gifts of her 

experience as  catechist, 

director of religious education, 

and parent. Gail places great 

value in open lines of 

communication, and is looking 

forward to working with 

catechists and parents to 

provide an excellent value-

based education for the 

children of St. Robert Parish, 

and to pass on the beliefs of 

the Catholic Church to the 

next generations of Catholics. 
 

Ben Wolf comes to         

St. Robert with experience 

in youth ministry at the 

Tyme Out Center. Ben is 

currently working toward his 

undergraduate degree in 

Religious Studies at Cardinal 

Stritch University; heõs an 

enthusiastic sports fan who 

enjoys spending time with his 

family, reading, and movies. 

Bringing teens closer to 

Christ and giving them a 

better understanding of the 

Catholic faith will be Benõs 

focus as he begins at          

St. Robert. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Faces at St. Robert Parish 

InSpire  

Inside this Issue:  

New Faces at           

St. Robert Parish 
 

Construction Update 

Here and Abroad 

 

1 
 

 

1 

Lifelong Faith  

Formation:   

Year at a Glance 
 

Updates in Sacra- 

mental Preparation 

 

 

2 
 

 

2 

Directory of Parish 

Ministries 

 

3 

St. Robertõs ô09-õ10 

Parish Council 

 

4 

Translation of the 

Roman Missal 

 

5 

Planning a Parish Event 6 

2009-2010 Mass 

Schedules 
 

Helpful Reminders 

 

6 
 

6 

RCIA:  Pathway to the 

Catholic Faith 
 

Adult Confirmation 
 

òNightõs Journeyó 

A Poem by  

Father Dennis Dirkx 

 

7 
 

7 
 

 

 

7 

InSpire 
 

St. Robert Community News 

2009 Reference Issue 

Gail DeFrancisco 

Ben Wolf 

Cathy Presti 

While our parish school 

building has been under 

construction, so has our sister 

school in Uganda.  In addition 

to our many Faith In Our 

Future campaign donors, 

these projects were made 

possible by the estate of      

M. Phyllis Morris and gifts in 

memory of George Pandl and 

Nancy Schulte.   
The next few weeks will 

see the completion of an 

elevator and two lifts, in 

addition to a 21st century 

media center and parish 

meeting room.  St. Jude 

School in Uganda will finally 

add the roof to their new 

school a continent away.   

Construction Update ï Here and Abroad 
Watch for Phase Two in 

our church accessibility 

project later this spring. 

We look forward to ALL 

parishioners being able to 

attend many events at our 

more accessible facilities! 
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Important Updates in Sacramental Preparation 

First Reconciliation  

Parents preparing their 

children for First 

Reconciliation, please note 

these dates for 2009: 

Parent/Child Meeting 

(required); 6:30 pm; 

Reilly Hall; Wednesday, 

September 30, 2009 

Celebration of First 

Reconciliation; 9:00 am; 

church; Saturday, 

November 21, 2009 
 

Confirmation  

Candidates from St. Robert 

and Holy Family Parishes 

will be confirmed at the 

Cathedral on Monday,  

April 19, 2010, at 7:00 pm. 

Baptism  

Parents requesting baptism 

for a child, as well as the 

godparents, must complete 

a baptism preparation class 

which are held on the 

second Tuesday of the even 

months of the year from 

7:00-8:30 pm in the Parish 

Center Library.  Classes 

may also be taken at Holy 

Family Parish.  Godparents 

who do not live in the area 

are expected to attend a 

class in their own parish 

and have a letter sent from 

that parish stating that they 

have attended. 
 

 

First Eucharist  

Please mark your calendars 

for these important dates for 

2010: 

Teaching Mass for 2nd 

graders and parents;     

6:30 pm; church; 

Wednesday, January 6 

First Eucharist Orientation 

Meeting; required for 

parents and children;     

6:30 pm; Reilly Hall; 

Wednesday, February 10 

Parent/Child meeting;  

6:30 pm; Reilly Hall; 

Wednesday, March 10 

First Eucharist Practice; 

Wednesday, April 28 

Celebration of First 

Eucharist; May 1 and 2 

Lifelong Faith Formation:  Year at a Glance 

Each grade will be learning about a 

particular saint and making a poster 

board that will be on display in the 

back of church during the month of 

November (and on their feast day). 

All students will be celebrating 

their birthdays which will reflect on 

a very special gift that is given to us 

from GodñHis love. 
 

EDGE will be offered to all parish 

7/8 graders on the second Thursday 

of the month starting in November. 

The purpose of EDGE is to share 

our Catholic faith in a welcoming 

and fun environment will ministering 

to the 

whole 

child. 

6:45-9 

pm at 

Holy 

Family 

Parish in McCormick Hall. Free! 

Our director is new and looking 

forward to a faith-filled and exciting 

year! 

Learning does not stop in any 

aspect of our lives; why should our 

faith be any different? 

Children, teens, and adults will all 

find opportunities to reflect, study, 

pray, and grow in the Catholic 

Christian faith this year at St. Robert: 
 

Bible Study  

Lukeõs Gospel is the focus of this 

fallõs Bible Study.  The group will 

meet on 12 Monday evenings, 

September 14 through November 30, 

in the church basement. For more 

information contact Mary Jorgensen 

at 332-1164, x3044; or 

mjorgensen@strobert.org. 
 

Centering Prayer and  

Lectio Divina 

Centering Prayer is a method of 

contemplative prayer; Lectio Divina is 

a way to pray with scripture.  

Experience both on Wednesday 

mornings at 9:15 in the Parish Center 

Library. 
 

Dogma & Donuts  

...is a menõs group that meets on  

the first Friday of each month for 

study, discussion, and prayer.  

Please check the bulletin or parish 

website for times and locations. 
 

Speakers 

Adult Formation Committee 

offers a series of  lectures 

throughout the year designed to 

enrich our knowledge and 

understanding of the Catholic faith.  

Each fall an interfaith or 

ecumenical speaker in invited.  

Lectures during the remainder of 

the year include topics relating to 

scripture, current theology, church 

history, and social justice. 

The next speaker will be Janan 

Najeeb, Director of Milwaukee 

Muslim Womenõs Coalition on òThe 

Faith of Islam and the Role of 

Womenó on Sunday, September 27, 

2009, at 9:30 am in the church 

basement. 
 

Religious Education  

This year we are having 22 classes 

for grades K5 through 8, including 

special Advent and Lent programs. 

Marriage  
Couples who wish to 

have their wedding 

ceremony at  St. Robert 

of Newminster Parish 

need to be registered, 

contributing members of 

the parish for six months 

prior to setting their 

wedding date.  Couples 

whose families are 

registered members of 

the parish need not 

adhere to the above 

stated policy.  This 

policy has been in effect 

since May 1, 2009. 

continued on page 4 
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2009-2010 Directory of Parish Ministries 

Alterra Coffee Sales  

Sarah and Liam Callanan, 962-6569 
 

Emerald Auction  

Margaret DeMichele, 963-9806 

Molly Gallagher, 332-8076 

Sharlene Byrne, 906-9925 
 

Magazine Drive  

Joe OõNeill, 416-2105 
 

Rummage Sale  

Karen Desing, 961-1792 
 

Painless Fundraising  
Sally Zale, 967-3420 or 

sallyz@wi.rr.com 
 

Breakfast with Santa  

Lynn Frieseke, 332-2987 

Patti Linn  962-5459 
 

Trivia Night  

Mary Beth Aasen, 332-3705 
 

Pancake Breakfast  

Bob and Donna Stelter  332-3356 
 

Home and School President  
Sally Zale 967-3420 or 

sallyz@wi.rr.com  
 

St. Robert School Spirit Wear  

Catherine Mercuri, 906-4194 
 

Alumni Association  
Lisa Lesjak, 332-1164 x3024 or 

llesjak@strobert.org 
 

Scrip  

Kathy Wyatt, 962-5691 
 

St. Robert History/Archives  

Margaret Sankovitz, 964-9138. 
 

St. Robertõs Centennial 

Celebration  

Fr. Dennis Dirkx, 332-1164, x3013 
 

Hospitality  

8:30 am Mass:  Mary Johnson 

5:30 pm Mass:  Meg Fox 

 

Sacraments, Liturgy,  

and Music 
 

Baptism of Infants  

Parish Office, 332-1164, x3010 

 

Baptism of Adults  

(Becoming Catholic)  

Donna Shriner, 332-1164, x3045 

 

Confirmation for Adults  

Donna Shriner, 332-1164, x3045 

 

Confirmation for Teens  

Ben Wolf, 332-1164 x3012 or 

bwolf@strobert.org 

 

First Communion  

Gail DeFrancisco, 332-8156, x230 or 

332-1164, x3032 or 

gdefrancisco@strobert.org 

 

First Reconciliation  

Gail DeFrancisco, 332-8156, x230 or 

332-1164, x3032 or 

gdefrancisco@strobert.org 

 

Marriage Preparation  

Parish Office, 332-1164, x3010 

 

Anointing of the Sick  

Parish Office, 332-1164, x3010 

 

Communion to the Sick and 

Homebound  

Cathy Presti, 332-9220 x151 

In Emergency:  Parish Office 

 

Questions Regarding Funerals  
Parish Office, 332-1164, x3010 

 

Altar Servers  
Claire Anderson, 332-1164 or 

canderson@strobert.org 
 

Ushers 
Ray Boehm, 962-3186 
 

Lectors  
Erin Pigo or Claire Anderson 

Choirs and Cantors  
Parish Office, 332-1164, x3010 

 

Eucharistic Ministers  

4:30 pm:  Jim Harwood 

8:30 am:  Corny Koster 

11:00 am and 5:30 pm:  Julie Landes 

 

 

Faith Formation,  

St. Robert School, 

Evangelization, and  

Community Building  

 

Religious Education for 

Children, K5 ð Grade 8  

Gail DeFrancisco, 332-8156, x230 

or 332-1164, x3032 or 

gdefrancisco@strobert.org 
 

School Enrollment/

Prospective Parents  

Lisa Lesjak, 332-1164 x3024 or 

llesjak@strobert.org 
 

Youth Ministry and  

Religious Education for Teens  

Ben Wolf, 332-1164, x3012 or 

bwolf@strobert.org 
 

Serra Club and  

Vocations Team  

Dick Schallack, 967-9142 
 

Adult Speaker Series  

Tom Prendergast, 964-1268 
 

Adult Bible Study  

Mary Jorgensen, 332-1164, x3044 

or mjorgensen@strobert.org 
 

Centering Prayer and  

Lectio Divina 

Barb Prendergast, 964-1268 
 

Dogma and Donuts  

David Mitchell, 446-5364 
 

Athletics Association  

Colleen Eimers, 963-9895 continued on page 4 

mailto:sallyz@wi.rr.com
mailto:sallyz@wi.rr.com
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continued from page 3 Twinning with St. Martin  

de Porres Parish  
Claire Anderson, 332-1164 or 

canderson@strobert.org 
St. Martinõs Parish Office, 372-3090 
 

Outreach with Uganda  

Fr. Augustine, 332-1164 
Fr. John Mary, 332-1164 
Claire Anderson, 332-1164, x3022 or 

canderson@strobert.org 
 

Prayer Network  
Maripat Shaw, 332-2394 
 

Bereavement Ministry  
Mary Lynn Collins, 332-1845 
 

Shoreline Interfaith  
Anne Bina, 962-9950 
 
Parish website:  www.strobert.org  

Evangelization Team  

Nancy Knight-Boehm or  

Fr. Dennis, 443-1164 
 

St. Robert Fair  

Parish Office, 332-1164, x3010 
 

Senior Ministry  

Cathy Presti, 332-9220 x151 
 

 

Human Concerns  
 

Human Concerns Committee 

Janice Gorichan, 332-4098 
 

Respect Life Committee  

Jim Linn, 962-5459 

Mary Linn, 962-0438 

St. Vincent De Paul Society  
 Katie OõMalley, 964-2770 
 

St. Vincent De Paul Meal 

Program  
Mary Ann Mathews, 964-3926 
 

Ladies of Charity  

Mary Johnson, 332-2475 
 

Sharing Tree  
Claire Anderson, 332-1164 or 

canderson@strobert.org 
 

Fifth Sunday Collections  
Janice Gorichan, 332-4098 
 

Martha Ministry  
Maggi Brauer, 228-6396 
 

Share-A-Meal  
Janice Gorichan, 332-4098 

St. Robertôs ô09-ô10 Parish Council 

Deb Scheid , Chair and Liaison to 

Finance Committee 

Margaret Sankovitz , Trustee and 

Liaison to Finance Committee 

Joe OõNeill, Trustee and Liaison to 

Finance Committee 

Greg Kaftan , Vice Chair and Liaison 

to Athletics Association 

Lisa LaVine , Secretary 

Lorre Inda , Liaison to Lifelong Faith 

Formation Committee 

Chris Schorse , Liaison to School 

Advisory Board 

Rob Frediani , Liaison to Prayer and 

Worship Committee 

Nancy Knight , Liaison to 

Evangelization Team 

Kathy Wyatt , Liaison to Home and 

School Association 

Mary Linn , Liaison to Human 

Concerns Committee 

Adam Kessenich , Youth 

Representative and Liaison to 

Athletics Association 

 

òA parish council is a group 

of people, chosen from and 

by the parish community, 

who together with the parish    

priest(s) guide, i.e., determine 

the direction of the parish, 

oversee its pastoral activity 

and temporal affairs as the      

community attempts to fulfill 

the mission of the church.ó 
 

ñfrom the Parish Council 

Manual of the Archdiocese 

of Milwaukee 

continued from page 2 

Information on the Year for Priests can be found at  

www.usccb.org/yearforpriests. 

Youth Ministry  

St. Robert Parish and Holy Family 

Parish join together in reaching out 

to teens in 9th and 10th grades. 

Sunday evening gatherings begin with 

5:30 pm Mass (September through 

December at Holy Family); 

socializing and class sessions follow.  

For more information contact Ben 

Wolf at  332-1164 x3012 or  

bwolf@strobert.org.  

 



invited to join others as 

they prepare to receive 

Confirmation this spring. 

For more information 

please call Donna Shriner 

at 414-332-1164, ext. 

3045. 

If you are an adult Catho-

lic and for some reason 

you were never con-

firmed, now is a good 

time to inquire about re-

ceiving the Sacrament of 

Confirmation. You are 

Adul t Con firma tio n  
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Translation of the Roman Missal 

Roman Missal will also include 

updated translations of existing 

prayers, including some of the wellð

known responses and acclamations 

of the people.ó 

St. Robert will offer opportunities 

to learn about the texts throughout 

the year.  Until such time, please 

visit www.usccb.org/romanmissal. 

According to the US Catholic 

Bishopsõ Committee on Divine 

Worship, the English translation of 

the latest edition of the Roman Missal 

(the ritual text use for Mass) is 

nearing completion and will be voted 

on this November by the US 

Catholic Bishops. 

òAmong other things,ó write the 

Bishopsõ Committee, òthe revised 

edition...contains prayers for the 

observances of recently canonized 

saints, additional prefaces for the 

Eucharistic Prayers,...and some 

updated and revised rubrics 

(instructions) for the celebration 

of the Mass.  

òThe English translation of the 

Scenes from St. Robert Fair 2009 


