
forgive so that healing may come 
at last to our broken souls?  Is it a 
parent whose negative voice 
within us is the measuring pole of 
ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΧƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ 
ƘǳǊǘ ǳǎ ƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ŀ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΧ
or do we have to forgive 
ourselves.  The last person we 
forgive and find the most 
difficulty in forgiving is ourself.     
If we seek healing then we must 
first seek forgiveness.  If we want 
to discover the kingdom within 
where the calf and the young lion 
browse together, with a little 
child to guide them, then we need 
to be healed.  Isaiah speaks of a 
kingdom where the cow and the 
bear are neighbors.  John the 
Baptist announces the nearness 
of that kingdom, calling us to 
repent if we want to enter it.  
Entrance to this kingdom is by 
way of the inner journey of 
forgiveness and healing. 

While I was pastor at All 
Saints Parish I invited Jackie Stone 
to give a reflection at one of our 
reconciliation/healing services.  
WŀŎƪƛŜ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ ά!ƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿŀƴǘ 
to be healed of something because 
we are all broken in one way or 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ  ¢ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ 
say the following statement that I 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΣ άIŜŀƭƛƴƎ 
ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦέ  Iƻǿ 
true it is that if we want to be 
healed we have to be willing to 
forgive first.  The inward journey is 
a response to the call of John the 
.ŀǇǘƛǎǘΣ άwŜǇŜƴǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ 
ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘΗέ   ¢ƘŜ 
kingdom is within us, the kingdom 
is around us, and the kingdom is 
beyond us.  Reaching this kingdom 
is a journey of forgiveness and 
healing.  This is conversion or 
repentance.  

Last week I asked that we 
simply answer the question, 
ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ DƻŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΚέ  
Hopefully each one of us 
discovered God in some most 
unusual places.  It is this God who 
invites us to draw within and to 
discover the kingdom within.  How 
do we come to that place within 
us where the wolf shall be a guest 
of the lamb and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid?   How do 
we come to this place of peace 
within?  The inner journey calls us 
to a conversionτa conversion that 
begins in forgiveness and finds its 
fulfillment in healing.  Either we 
have to forgive another, or we 
have to seek forgiveness from 
another.  We have a tendency to 
carry a grudge around for years or 
to kick ourselves long after we  

 

have made that dumb and 
stupid mistake.  Healing begins 
with forgiveness.  Our Church 
needs healing.  Our faith 
community needs healing.  We, 
as individuals, need healing. 

Throughout the sexual 
abuse scandal and its cover up 
by the bishops we have never 
had the opportunity to forgive 
or be forgiven.  I say this for 
those who were victims of 
sexual abuse and those who 
were the abusers.  I say this also 
for our bishops and for us, the 
Church.  I look forward to the 
day when the bishops will get 
up in front of their people and 
ask to be forgiven for the harm 
and betrayal that they or their 
predecessors caused with the 
cover up of the scandal.  I am 
sure that together we would 
look forward to an opportunity 
to forgive them so that we, the  
Church, can move 
to healing.  Until 
that day comes we 
will always be an 
unhealed Church.   

As a parish 
community, from 
whom and to 
whom do we need 
to seek forgiveness 
so that the rifts 
dividing us may be 
healed?  Whom do 
we have to forgive 
so we can become 
a healing 
communityτthe 
Body of Christ? 

Who do we  
individually have to 
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Upcoming Mass Schedule 

Thanksgiving Day 
Thursday, November 26:  9:00 am 

 

Immaculate Conception 
Tuesday, December 8:  8:00 am, 12:10 pm, 

and 7:00 pm 
 

Christmas and Christmas Eve 
Thursday, December 24:  4:30 pm and 11:00 pm 

Concert of sacred music at 10:30 pm 
Friday, December 25:  8:30 am and 11:00 am 

 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
Thursday December 31:  4:30 pm 

Friday, January 1:  9:00 am 
 

Regular Weekend Schedule 
Saturdays:  4:30 pm 

Sundays:  8:30 am, 11:00 am, 5:30 pm 
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Introducing Francine Micklus  

The EDGE for 7th and 

8th Graders   
by Gail DeFrancisco 

EDGE is designed to create a 
positive experience of the Catholic 
Church for all 7th and 8th graders 
at St. Robert and Holy Family 
Parishes and their friends. 

Meeting on the 2nd Thursday 
of the month, the evening begins 
with snacks at 6:45 pm, with the 
session from 7:00-8:00 pm.  EDGE is 
ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ Iƻƭȅ CŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪ 
Hall (church basement). 

To register please contact Gail 
DeFrancisco, Director of Religious 
Education, at:  332-1164, ext. 3032, 
or gdefrancisco@strobert.org. 

CǊŀƴŎƛƴŜ aΦ aƛŎƪƭǳǎ ΨƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅΩ 
arrived at St. Robert on October 15 from 
Park Ridge, Illinois, where she served as 
the Director of Music Ministries for 
almost eleven years.  Prior to that she 
served at a Benedictine-sponsored 
parish in Lisle, Illinois, for over five 
years. 

At both parishes she was 
responsible for directing Adult, 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŜƴ /ƘƻƛǊǎΤ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
music for weekly and seasonal liturgies; 

scheduling accompanists; scheduling and 
formation for Cantors; and the other 
usual duties that go with such positions. 
{ƘŜ ƛǎ άŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅέ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ministering at St. Robert, she states, for 
ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΥ  άǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ 
model of ministry practiced here, the 
absolutely fabulous Kilgen organ and 
Steinway piano in church, and the 
wonderful people. 
ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ 

excitement is the actual positionτ
Director of Liturgy AND 
Music.  Liturgy and Music 
are inextricably linked; 
therefore this is a chance for 
me to integrate and use the 
ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ LΩǾŜ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ 
through formal study 
[Master of Divinity and 
Master of Music-Choral 
Conducting from Yale and 
Doctor of Ministry-Liturgy 
Concentration at Catholic 
Theological Union] and 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ 

 

Scrip at St. Robert    
by Kathy Wyatt 

Welcome the new painless 
fundraising program now offered 
by St. Robert Parish.  Haven't 
heard about it yet? Here's how it 
works.   

St. Robert purchases gift 
(shopping) cards in bulk and 
receives them for a bulk price.  
Then YOU buy the cards from       
St. Robert at full or face value 
and we receive the profits from  
the retailer, not out of your 
pocket. 

Pick up an order form and a 
complete listing of participating 
retailers at church, the parish or 
school office and fill it out.  
Directions are on the form.   

You have to shop anyway,  
why not do it with these cards  
and let  St. Robert reap the 
benefits!  Only YOU can make   
this program succeed.   

Questions?  Contact Kathy 
Wyatt 962-5691 or 
kpwscrip@earthlink.net. 

St. Robert has a great 
group of RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults) 
participants this year.  At the 
Easter Vigil, a number of 
adults will be baptized, and 
several others will come into 
full communion with the 
Catholic Church.  Several 
children will accompany their 
parents in joining the Church. 

The first Rite of the RCIA 
process is the Rite of 
Acceptance/Welcoming, 
which is usually celebrated at 
St. Robert sometime before 
Christmas.  As a church 
community, we pray for these 
faith seekers who are in the 
RCIA.  These RCIA inquirers 
publicly declare their 
intention to continue their 
journey toward full initiation 

in the Catholic Church, and 
we accept and welcome 
them, offering our support. 

After this Rite, the RCIA 
participants will enter into 
the Period of the 
Catechumenate.  During this 
period, they will hopefully 
experience God more 
intensely in their lives and 
will learn more fully about 
Catholic Church teachings. 

As the RCIA participants 
begin this RCIA year, we 
have the privilege to journey 
along with them and to 
encourage them, while they 
go forward to become one 
with us in our Catholic faith. 

The Rite of Christian Initiation Begins 
by Donna Shriner 

You will soon 
receive a letter of 
interest.  We would 
like to know if you 
would like to receive 
Communion at home 
during inclement 
weather, or if you are 
permanently 
homebound.   

You are part of 
our parish community 
and bringing the 
Eucharist to you 
would strengthen our 
Bodyτthe Body of 
Christ. 

A Note to the  

Elderly and  

to  the  

Homebound 
by Cathy Presti 

mailto:kpwscrip@earthlink.net
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Mass Gives Us ñNew Visionò                                                                              by Deb Scheid 

Parish Council has been discussing 
Mass attendance at  St. Robert.  As part 
of those discussions, we recently read 
an article by Rev. Gilbert Ostdiek of 
Catholic Theological Union in Chicago 
ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ά[ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ŀǎ ! /ŀǘŜŎƘŜǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ 
[ƛŦŜΦέ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ hǎǘŘƛŜƪ 
writes about a number of things that we 
found helpful in thinking about liturgy.  
One, in particular, that I would like to 
share with you was what the Emmaus 
story (Luke 24:13-35) teaches us about 
the connectedness of Mass and life. 

Two of the disciples were travelling 
to Emmaus when they encountered 
Jesus who they did not recognize and 
believed to be a stranger.  They 
explained to him that they had come 
from Jerusalem where there was a 
prophet mighty in word and deed 
whom they had hoped would be the 
redeemer of Israel but that he had been 
put to death.  Jesus chided them for 
failing to believe and explained how the 
events they had witnessed were in 
accordance with scripture and that this 
prophet was in fact the savior they had 
hoped for.  Later that evening they 
broke bread together at which point 
their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him as Jesus.  This 
encounter caused their hearts to burn 
within them and they returned to 
WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ άǿƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ 
happened on the road and how he was 

made known to them in the 
ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘΦέ 

Like the disciples we bring the 
stories of our lives to Mass in a 
journey similar to that of the two 
disciples.  Like the disciples we 
come together in the presence of 
God, we hear his Word and receive 
the Eucharist, and finally return to 
the world of our everyday lives. 

The words of the readings, the 
homily or the music may lead us to 
a deeper awareness of what God is 
doing in our lives.  The many rituals, 
symbols and gestures that are used 
in the Mass have the power to 
evoke religious feeling and 
understanding that we may not 
even be able to verbalize or explain.   

Sometimes it is someone in the 
congregation whose witness gives 
us a new perspective on our own 
faith.  Obviously receiving the 
Eucharist and its graces transform 
these stories we bring to Mass to 
ǊŜǾŜŀƭ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ 
ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ άƴŜǿ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴέ 
of our story that we go back out 
into the world to be witnesses to 
our faith. 

We look forward to seeing you 
at Mass! 

ñOld Befanaò Visits St. Robert                                                                         by Amy Hietpas 

Mark your calendars for a festive 
Epiphany celebration:  Old Befana on 
Sunday, January 10, 2010, at 1:00 pm, 
ƛƴ {ǘΦ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ DȅƳƴŀǎƛǳƳΦ 

 Join us for a very special retelling 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ŦƻƭƪǘŀƭŜΣ άhƭŘ 
.ŜŦŀƴŀΦέ  We have invited Madison 
songwriter Ken Lonnquist and his 
musical troupe to perform this lovely 
story about an eccentric old woman 
and her never-ending search for the 
Baby King.   

The composer has created a recipe 
for enchantment, stirring in warmth 

and magic that appeals to audiences of 
all ages. The story puts an illuminating 
spin on that familiar night of miracles, 
its three kings, bright shining star, and a 
very special child. Charming original 
songs, talented actor-singers, and 
sparkling energy provide the ingredients 
for a unique performance. 

 Old Befana is open to the 
communityτbring your family, friends 
and neighbors to this unforgettable 
holiday show. 

Advent Sharing Tree gifts will be 
collected until after the 5:30 pm 
Mass on Sunday, December 20.   
A list of  suggested items can be 

found at www.strobert.org. 


