
 

Years ago I attended a workshop in which the 

presenter – a noted psychologist specializing in 

teenage substance abuse prevention – said that 

one of the most important predictors of healthy 

child development is something he called ―future 

vision.‖  He noted that past genera-

tions of children grew up in a world 

that more readily reminded them 

that they would be the adults in 

charge of the world one day.  Once 

upon a time, “What do you want to 

be when you grow up?” was a stan-

dard conversational question.  It 

has, curiously, fallen out of common 

practice.  According to at least one 

expert, fantasizing about being an adult who will 

fulfill a particular role in society is quite important 

to healthy development – and substance abuse 

prevention. 

 

One way to build a culture that reinforces the 

value of future vision is to encourage children to 

explore a range of potential interests and to sup-

port them in developing those that evolve into 

passions and talents.  We view individual talent 

development as a key responsibility of education 

and have framed it as a primary focus of our 

school mission.  When talents extend beyond the 

traditional boundaries of school, however, we 

have to be creative in working with parents to 

provide opportunities for children to gain expo-

sure and fulfillment. 

 

We have been working strategically over the past 

year and a half to develop extra-curricular enrich-

ment courses to help fulfill this goal.  We began 

with a survey of interests and implemented some 

favored options.  This year, we coordinated the 

programs by consolidating them to three sepa-

rate six-week sessions, the second of which be-

gins on January 19th.  And, with this session’s 

offerings, we are now stretching the boundaries 

to include older students and additional interest 

areas.  Although we are still experimenting with 

courses, it is our hope to continue adding new 

explorations, some of which may develop into 

semester-long endeavors.  Before too long, I envi-

sion a pre-planned annual course catalog offering 

a balanced menu of opportunities.   This is not 

meant to contribute to the over-scheduling of 

children, but rather, to provide a user-friendly 

option for supporting individual talent develop-

ment that connects education to 

future vision. 

 

New this month are a competitive 

Lego® league for fourth through 

eighth graders interested in me-

chanical design, building, robotics, 

or programming, and an introduc-

tion to the Junior Great Books® 

program for third through fifth grade 

literature buffs.  We are also offering our theater 

workshop for the older students this session in 

time to prepare for play auditions.  Additional 

possibilities currently under study are a debate 

league, competitive chess league, and/or school 

newspaper.  Dance and visual arts and a begin-

ning strings program are on the wish list as well.  

As you can see, some of these programs will ulti-

mately have seasons that extend beyond our six-

week program template.  Our exploratory courses 

will help determine which offerings have appeal 

that is wide and deep enough to expand. 

 

Watch for registration forms this week or find 

them posted on the website.   And note that we 

are currently seeking engineers, mechanics, and 

computer ―geeks‖ who are interested in assisting 

the Lego® League.  If you would like to share 

these or other talents or resources with this wor-

thy venture, or if you know of organizations or 

programs we should explore, please get in touch 

with me. 

 

Education is inspired when kids can envision the 

connections to their interests, the real world, and 

their future vision.  Enrichment is not fluff.  It’s 

the stuff of dreams and motivation.  Let’s ask our 

children, ―What do you want to be when you grow 

up? “  And let’s help them explore the possibili-

ties. 

 

(continued on page 2) 
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I S S U E  1 6  An education you 

can have faith in. 

SCHOOL HOURS 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 

     7:50 am—3:05 pm 

Wednesdays: 

     7:50 am—2:05 pm 

Half-Time Students: 

     7:50 am—11:30 am 

1/18—NO SCHOOL,  

INSERVICE DAY 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

1/8 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 5th -Kowalski  

 

 

1/10 1:00 pm  

òOld Befanaó play 

 

 

1/12 

8th Grade/Group Picture Day  

 

1/12 9:30 am 

Art Museum, 4th Grade  

 

 

1/13 6:30 pm  

School Advisory Board Mtg.  

 

 

1/15 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 5th -Dietz  

 

1/15 

END OF 2ND QUARTER  

 

 

1/17 5:30 pm  

Mass and Alumni Parent Pot-

luck Reunion  

 

 

1/18 

NO SCHOOL  

 

 

1/20 6:30 pm  

Home & School Meeting  

 

 

1/22 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 1st -Kahn 

 

 

1/23 

Mother -Son Bowling  

For a more complete listing of upcoming events, see the on-line calendar (control + click to follow the link): 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html 

J A N U A R Y  7 ,  2 0 1 0  

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html
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8TH GRADE PICTURE DAY IS COMING! 

January 12 is 8th Grade/Group Picture Day.  All 8th Graders may be out of uniform; however, no sweatshirts, sweatpants, 

or jeans are allowed (please dress nicely).  Basketball team pictures will be taken, so please bring your uniform!  Class pic-

tures will also be taken on this day, along with other groups. 

 

REGISTRATION BEGINS!!! 

Time to start thinking about next year!  Please check your youngest child’s backpack for your registration packet for next 

year.  Registration materials are due back to the school office by January 29. 

 
 

REPORTING ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS 

Please call the school office attendance line each day your student will be absent or late.  Provide student’s name and 

teacher or room number, your name, and reason for the absence (be specific as to symptoms if ill—e.g., fever over 100 

degrees, cough, body aches, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea) or late arrival.  If hot lunch is needed, please also indicate 

which entrée is preferred (hot lunch orders must be placed by 10:00 am). 

Notes from the Office 

Magazine Drive Part 2 
 

If you placed orders since December 15thñAWESOME!! 
 

If you have not placed any orders, there is still timeé.tick tocké 
 

The top classes will get their treats in Februaryé.tick tocké 
 

Order magazines at strobert.org in the Shop St. Robert area. 
 

Thanks for Helping!! 
 

Orders must be placed by 1-15-2010 

(Principal’s Pen—continued from page 1) 

 

PLEASE COME! 
Please accept my personal invitation to bring your family and 

friends to our performance of the charming musical folktale Old 

Befana in our gym this Sunday at 1:00.  The play is suitable for all 

audiences, is free, and, best of all, you’ll be home in time for the 

Packer game!  We have included a postcard in your home folder 

to pass on to a friend or neighbor who might also like to join us. 

The play is intended as our winter community event (like sum-

mer outdoor movie night) to show hospitality to the public and 

build goodwill in the community.  Remember, friend-raising 

comes before recruitment or fundraising, so let’s gather to wel-

come strangers, to show the community what a great group of 

people we are – and to enjoy each other’s company as we 

gather to hear a great Epiphany tale with a wonderful lesson.  I 

promise you won’t be disappointed! 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Nationally-renowned speaker and author Milton Creagh will be coming to our area the week of February 1st to speak to parents and stu-

dents on preventing substance abuse.  Mr. Creagh is former host of the PBS series Parenting Works and the award-winning documentary 

Masquerade.  His book Nobody Wants Your Child is considered a definitive parenting resource and is endorsed by the Parents’ Institute for 

Drug Education.  In collaboration with Bay United, several businesses and organizations, and our own Home and School Association, St. 

Robert school will be included on Mr. Creagh’s speaking tour!  He will address St. Robert middle school students on Tuesday February 2nd, 

with a parent meeting on the evening of the 2nd.   Parents of 5th – 8th graders are strongly encouraged to attend this emotionally powerful 

presentation.  See www.miltoncreagh.com to find out why Mr. Creagh is one of the most in-demand speakers in America.  More information 

to follow next week… 

http://www.miltoncreagh.com
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Home & School Association News 
 

 

 

Scrip Corner 
Need a New Years resolution you can stick to?  Well Scrip has 

one just for you (family and friends). 

¶ Make a list of places you shop on a regular basis 

¶ Check your list against the Scrip order form (bet you'll find one 

of those places on the form) 

¶ Complete the order form & attach your payment 

¶ Drop it off in the parish/school office or the collection basket 

Local orders are placed every Monday 

and available on Friday of that week.  

National orders will be placed on the Monday following the 2nd 

and 4th Sunday of the month.  You have now made a contribu-

tion to the parish without spending any additional $. Remember: 

the retailer pays us to shop with them. Please, shop away (but be 

sure to use those Scrip cards)! 

Upcoming H&S Events: 

¶ Home & School Meeting – Jan. 20th 6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 

(Teachers Lounge) 

¶ Mother/Son Bowling – Jan. 23rd   

¶ Book Fair - Jan. 31st 

¶ Pancake Breakfast - Jan. 31st  

¶ Catholic Schools Week – Jan. 31st – Feb.5th  

¶ February 3rd – Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

¶ February 4th – Talent Show 
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Sing?  Dance?  Tell jokes?  Play an instrument?  Have a skit or tricks that you can perform? Now is the time to start preparing your 

act!  Auditions will be held during the week of January 24th (stay tuned for the exact date and time) and the show will take place the 

evening of February 4th.  Students trying out for the Talent Show should come ready to perform a polished act - a few minutes in 

length, with appropriate lyrics and choreography (if music is involved).  Feel free to contact Mrs. Dodge with any questions.  

 

Dear St. Robert School, 
 

A huge thank you to all of the students at St. Robert School and a 

special thank you to the 4th grade class for spearheading this 

event along with Mrs. Stefaniak and Mrs. Staab.  As you know, 

the Family Life Center is committed to promoting healthy family 

life for the families of our neighborhood.  Because of you, we are 

able to continue our mission.  We would like to thank you for your 

generous donation to these families that are in such need. 
 

Your donation of bags and bags full of children’s pajamas will 

help a lot of families that come to our Center.  In this economy, 

we have many families that need extra help as their children 

grow all too fast. 
 

Again, thank you and may God bless you for all that you have 

given to the Center and the community. 
 

Sincerely, 

Debby Pizur, Director 

Family Life Center 

Notes of Appreciation 
Through your generous participation in the pajama drive organ-

ized by the 4th graders and the bake sale by the Spanish stu-

dents, we were able to provide 267 pairs of pajamas to the 

Family Life Center and $251 to The Shoe Project. 

Re: Feliz Navidad in Tijuana!!! 

  

Mary, we are truly blessed to have friends like you and your 

students.  Distribution Day served more than 1,400 families 

this year with the gift of Christmas dinner, thanks to God 

through our benefactors - it would not have happened other-

wise.   

 

Thank you, God bless you, for your support, and especially for 

your prayers.  I will share your letter with the Sisters at Casa. 

 

We wish you all peace in the new year - 

 

Teresa Doyle 

Thanks so much Natalie and Louie Fragassi for helping us 

with  Little Peoples T-shirts. They look Great!! 

  

Again a Big Thanks from the SRAA 

 

 

Not much happening over the break in the St. Robert world 

of athletics.  The 6th grade girls White team played in the 

Holy Family Christmas Super Tuesday event, beating St. 

Mary’s Menomonee Falls.  This team has two Holy Family 

girls that are a part of the team, so it was an opportunity to 

play on their ―home‖ court.  Fun! 

 

Upcoming Tournaments: 

The 8th grade girls play in the St Peter Immanuel tournament 

beginning Thursday, 01/07/10. 

Athletics 
The 6th grade girls White team plays in the 

St. Boniface tournament beginning Thurs-

day, 01/07/10. 

 

League games this weekend: 

Saturday, 01/09/10 

5th Girls—9:00 vs. St. Monica at St. Robert 

6th Girls White—10:00 vs. Eastbrook Academy at St. Robert 

6th Girls Blue—10:00 vs. Messmer Prep at Catholic East 

5th Boys Blue—11:05 vs. St. Monica at Holy Family 

5th Boys White—12:00 vs. Lumen Christi at Holy Family 

6th Boys—12:00 vs. St. Monica at St. Robert 

7th Girls—1:00 vs. St. Sebastian at St. Robert 

 

Sunday, 01/10/10 

7th Boys B—2:00 vs. Eastbrook Academy at Catholic East 

7th Boys A—3:00 vs. Catholic East at Catholic East 

8th Boys—3:00 vs. Messmer Prep at Holy Family 

GO BOBCATS!! 


