
 

Thanks to the collaboration and generosity of Bay 

United, the Elks Club, local businesses, and our 

own Home and School Association, we are 

blessed to have the opportunity to bring parent-

ing advocate Milton Creagh to our community on 

February 2nd.  I just finished reading one of his 

books to get a flavor for his message.  I was, at 

first, somewhat disoriented by the stream-of-

consciousness, conversational style of writing – 

clearly penned by a speaker – but, gradually, his 

powerful themes came through.  The book pre-

sents an important reflection on the historical 

changes in parenting trends, and connects the 

dots to parallel trends in the traits of contempo-

rary children.   With an eye toward making sure 

our kids ―leave the nest‖ with the skills they will 

need to be desired in the workplace and success-

ful in their independent lives, his message is a 

provocative one that makes a case for some 

counter-cultural parenting. 

 

Although we are oriented toward making sure our 

children have the knowledge and skills to be suc-

cessful in the workplace, Creagh takes a bold, 

real-world look at the traits that the workplace 

will demand of them.  We need to pay attention 

to his message that employers are less inclined 

with each passing year to hire young employees.  

The increasing reality is that jobs that once went 

to teens are now filled by retired and disabled 

populations.  If it is true that too many of today‘s 

young people do not have the necessary ethics 

for work, we are faced with taking a hard look at 

what this might also say about their risk for sub-

stance abuse, because responsibility, account-

ability, dependability, and maturity are not only 

the desired outcomes of childhood, but the same 

traits that will protect our children from the lures 

of the drug culture. 

 

If we draw simple 

lines of correlation, 

it‘s easy to see that 

substance abuse 

prevention is not 

something we can 

do in isolation from 

analyzing broader 

themes of parenting.  It may be hard for us to 

hear that current parenting trends put our chil-

dren at risk of failing to achieve these outcomes, 

but we need to listen if we envision a safe and 

successful future for them.   The ―Just say no‖ 

message characteristically aimed at children in 

substance abuse prevention programs will be 

wholly ineffective if we don‘t also teach bounda-

ries and restraint by saying “No.”   Mr. Creagh is 

certainly not the first one to tell us this, but his 

engaging style, real-life stories, and strong case 

for cause-effect relationships between parenting 

and prevention make us hear the message in a 

new way. 

 

Mr. Creagh is coming to St. Robert to speak to 

our middle school students.  I can assure you he 

will get their attention and get them fired up 

about the future and the self-discipline it will take 

to get there, but his message will not be com-

plete without you.  Please make a special effort 

to attend his evening parent presentation at 

Whitefish Bay High School.  All parents are wel-

come.  Parents of fifth through eighth shouldn‘t 

miss it. 

 

Effective parenting is really our only chance to 

protect our children from the dangers of sub-

stance abuse.   Let‘s learn together and stick 

together because parenting is our only real shot 

at prevention. 

Principal’s Pen 
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can have faith in. 

SCHOOL HOURS 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 

     7:50 am—3:05 pm 

Wednesdays: 

     7:50 am—2:05 pm 

Half-Time Students: 

     7:50 am—11:30 am 

1/18—NO SCHOOL,  

INSERVICE DAY 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

1/15 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 5th-Dietz 

 

1/15 

END OF 2ND QUARTER 

 

 

1/18 

NO SCHOOL 

 

 

1/20 6:30 pm 

Home & School Meeting 

 

 

1/22 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 1st-Kahn 

 

 

1/23 

Mother-Son Bowling 

 

 

1/24 5:30 pm 

Mass and Alumni Parent Pot-

luck Reunion 

 

 

1/26 

Talent Show Auditions 

 

 

1/27 10:00 am 

Art Museum, 5th Gr 

 

 

1/28 11:30 am 

Art Museum, 3rd Gr 

 

 

1/29 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 1st-Meservey. 

SAM Collection:  canned soup, 

crackers, canned tuna, tuna 

helper 

For a more complete listing of upcoming events, see the on-line calendar (control + click to follow the link): 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html 
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2010-11 REGISTRATION!!! 

Time to start thinking about next year!  Registration materials are due back to the school office by January 29.   They were 

sent home last week Thursday with your youngest child in homefolders.  If you have any questions, please contact the 

school office. 

 

REPORTING ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS 

Please call the school office attendance line each day your student will be absent or late.  Provide student‘s name and 

teacher or room number, your name, and reason for the absence (be specific as to symptoms if ill—e.g., fever over 100 

degrees, cough, body aches, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea) or late arrival.  If hot lunch is needed, please also indicate 

which entrée is preferred (hot lunch orders must be placed by 10:00 am). 

 

 SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

 School office hours are 7:30 am-3:30 pm Monday through Friday.  If it‘s after hours, please check out Edline and the 

 school website at www.strobert.org for lots of helpful information. 

Notes from the Office 

 

Sing?  Dance?  Tell jokes?  Play an instrument?  Have a skit or 

tricks that you can perform? Now is the time to start preparing your 

act!  Auditions will be held on Tuesday, January 

26, during the school day; students can sign up 

for a time slot on the sheet posted outside the 

music room door.  Students trying out for the 

Talent Show should come ready to perform a polished act - a few minutes in length, with appropriate lyrics and 

choreography (if music is involved).  The show will take place the evening of February 4th.  Feel free to contact 

Mrs. Dodge with any questions.  

EDLINE TIP OF THE WEEK 
 

Making Changes to your Account Information 

Edline offers the opportunity to school staff, including teachers, to send out batch emails to their respective classes and notify you when 

new grade information has been posted for your children.  Please check your account information to make sure you are signed up to re-

ceive these email notices,.  Here‘s how to check and change your account information as well as change your password on Edline! 

 

Scroll to ―Account‖ on the left hand column.  At this point, choose whether you would like to change a password or manage your account. 
 

Change Password 

Click on ―Change Password‖ 

Follow the screen to type in a new password 
 

Manage Account 

Click on ―Manage Account‖ 
 

Enter the email address you would like Edline to use. 
 

Two questions will come up on your screen— 

 ―Allow my school to send me email through Edline‖ & 

 ―Send me an email notice when my Private Reports (like grades) are posted to Edline.‖ 
 

Please say ―yes‖ to both those questions. 
 

This is also the place to change your security question, which is used in case a password is forgotten.  Follow those questions at the bottom 

of the screen. 
 

Click ―Update‖ when finished! 
 

Watch upcoming Family Matters for another handy Edline ―Tip of the Week.‖ 
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Home & School Association News 
Usborne Book Fair 

Give the Gift of Read-

ing!  Come to the St. 

Robert School Book 

Fair Sunday, January 

31st, from 9am to 2pm 

in the School Gym.  The fair will be held 

during the Pancake Breakfast and the 

School Open House!  Students will 

preview the fair and bring home wish 

lists.  Teachers will have their wish lists 

at the fair for you to check out.  This is 

not only a great fundraiser for our 

school, but a perfect way to enhance 

both our library and our classrooms‘ 

book collections!  New this year is our 

vendor, Usborne Books, an internation-

ally acclaimed book seller.  Also in-

cluded are many Kane Miller titles, 

known for their award winning books 

from around the world!  For a sneak 

peak of the selection, visit 

www.welovetoread.com.  So skip the 

candy for Valentine‘s Day this year, 

and give the gift of reading instead!   

 

Father-Daughter Dance 

Brush up on those dance 

moves, SRS Dads, be-

cause it is time to twist the 

night away with your lovely 

daughter(s).  The 2010 Father-

Daughter Dance will take place Satur-

day, February 13th, from 6:00-9:30 

p.m.  Look for invitations to arrive in 

this week's homefolder.  Questions 

regarding the dance can be directed to 

Holly Ganther (688.8825, hgan-

ther@hotmail.com) or Ellen Hayes 

(332.0662, ehayesmd@hotmail.com). 

 

Emerald Auction Online Donor Form 

Alert 

There was a slight glitch 

with the online donor 

form prior to 

1/12/2010.  It has 

been fixed and is work-

ing properly now.  If you submitted a 

form online prior to 1/12/2010, 

please contact Margaret DeMichele 

(margaret@demichele.com, or 899-

6653) to confirm that your donation 

form was received. 

 

A message from Painless fundraising… 

We want to make this a successful 

year with our Box Top, Tyson Labels, 

Campbell‘s Labels, and Kemp‘s milk 

cap submissions!  So please ask fam-

ily, friends and neighbors to save these 

items to help benefit St. Robert School!  

Your help in this collection is greatly 

appreciated as points earned go to-

wards classroom items for your child.   

 

Thank you for clip-

ping BOXTOPS in 

2009.  We really 

appreciate your sup-

port and the few extra minutes it takes!  

We ALL enjoy earning this PAINLESS 

money for our kids!  GOAL—Clip and 

bring in four boxtops for each week of 

the school year to make our 2009-10 

goal of $1,250 (and then some) FOR 

OUR KIDS.  Please do your share—think 

BOXTOPS!  MaryGoetter (961-2131) 

7 WEEKS UNTIL FINAL MAILING FOR 

SCHOOLYEAR!!! 

 

Thank you! 

 

Trivia Night Chairpeople Needed 

What has 24 eyes 

and asks a lot of 

questions even 

though they know 

all the answers?  

Yes, our talented 

Trivia Team!  We are looking for twelve 

people to create a new team starting 

with the 2010/2011 school year.    

This is a turn-key event held twice a 

year.  Whether you would like to be a 

part of a team or build your own, 

please call Wendy Scherwenka at 414-

961-2522 or e-mail at scher-

wenka@yahoo.com.   We would love to 

have a replacement team in place for 

this spring‘s event on Saturday May 

15th to shadow the current team. 

 

 

Notes from the President 

We have quite a few events coming up 

this month we would like to remind 

families to add to your 2010 calen-

dars: 

 

Saturday, January 23rd – Mother Son 

Bowling at Brown Deer Lanes.  This is a 

great event offered every two years 

with limited spots available.  Please 

get your forms in to secure your spots! 

 

Sunday, January 31st – February 5th is 

Catholic Schools Week.  We kick off 

the week with the oh–so-delicious Pan-

cake Breakfast on Sunday morning as 

well as the Usborne Book Fair which 

will take place in the gym this year.  

The Book Fair will be set up for viewing 

on Friday, January 29th!  The Home & 

School Board is sponsoring a music 

assembly titled Prayer Celebration with 

Music, Movement and Media featuring 

Rev. Rich Rubietta during the week as 

well. 

 

Wednesday, February 3rd – Teacher 

Appreciation Luncheon 

 

Thursday, February 4th – Talent Show 

(gym) – Open to all students but must 

audition! 

 

The week ends with the much antici-

pated Teachers vs. Students volleyball 

game! 

 

Friday, February 12th – Prospective 

Family Coffee Reception after Mass.  

Please invite any new families who 

may be considering St. Robert School 

to join us for a casual meet and greet 

following the All School Mass! 

 

Saturday, February 13th – Father/

Daughter Dance (Reilly Hall) 

 

Class Party Update: 

3rd grade hosted by Sara and Willie 

Coffou – Friday, January 29th 

5th grade hosted by Donna and Bob 

Stelter – Saturday February 6th 

6th grade hosted by Patrice and Tom 

Linn – Saturday, February 6th 

8th grade hosted by Mary Beth and 

Mark Aasen – Saturday, March 26th 

Thank you to all of the families who 

have offered to open there homes! 

 

Our Emerald Auction Team is working 

hard to put together a fabulous event.  

There are many new and exciting 

changes.  Thank you Beth Janairo for 

putting together the weekly newsletter! 

Save the date: Saturday, March 13th. 

 

If you have any questions or comments 

regarding Home & School please do 

not hesitate to contact any board 

member.  Our phone numbers and e-

mails are listed in the Blue Book.  Our 

next Home & School Board meeting is 

scheduled for Wednesday, January 

20th 6:30 –9:00 p.m. in the teachers‘ 

lounge.  All are welcome. 

 

Thank you, 

Sally Zale 

sallyz@wi.rr.com, 967-3420 

mailto:hganther@hotmail.com
mailto:hganther@hotmail.com
mailto:ehayesmd@hotmail.com
mailto:margaret@demichele.com
mailto:scherwenka@yahoo.com
mailto:scherwenka@yahoo.com
mailto:sallyz@wi.rr.com


Ask Us Why Yard Signs 
 

P A G E  4  

 

Parish News 
This is specially 

designed just for 

children at the 

11:00am Mass 

on Sundays (it 

contains Scripture, Reflection and Prayers 

of the Faithful).  Are you over 21 and 

would like to know more about being a 

group leader?  We are having an informa-

tional meeting on Sunday, January 24th, 

2010 at 10:00am in the Parish Center 

Chapel door #8 (across from the foun-

tain).  Any teens/adults that would like to 

be an assistant please attend this meet-

ing also.  Any questions, please call Gail 

DeFrancisco 332-1164 ext. 3032. 

 

Missing Something? 

If you are missing gloves, scarves, or other 

item, please check with the ushers at 

Mass; your lost item may have been found 

in church. 

 

St. Robert‘s Lenten Project 

This Lent, help us stock St. Jude School in 

Uganda with much-needed children‘s 

books!  This project will replace Operation 

Rice Bowl this year.  St. Robert is currently 

helping to build St. Jude Primary School in 

Uganda, where Fr. Augustine went to 

school as a child.  Neither parents of St. 

Jude students nor the school itself can 

afford books for the children.  Our project 

will involve parishioners / school families 

purchasing and sending children‘s story 

books and educational books to 

Uganda.  Details to follow.  

 

Ash Wednesday Schedule, 

February 17, 2010 

8:00 am:  School Mass with 

Distribution of Ashes 

12:10 pm:  Liturgy of the 

Word and Distribution of 

Ashes 

7:00 pm:  Mass with Distribution of Ashes 

Magazine Drive Part 2 
 

If you have placed orders since December 15thñAWESOME!! 
 

If you have not placed any orders, there is still timeé.tick tocké 
 

The top classes will get their treats in Februaryé.tick tocké 
 

Order magazines at strobert.org in the Shop St. Robert area. 
 

Thanks for Helping!! 
 

Orders must be placed by 1-15-2010 

In anticipation of our January 31st Open House, volunteers will be posting ―Ask Us Why‖ signs in yards 

beginning next week.  For those of you who are new to St. Robert, the corrugated plastic signs display the 

graphic above.  All current school families will receive a sign.  The signs should remain up for approxi-

mately three weeks.  A member of the committee will then come and collect the sign from your yard.   

Opt Out 
If for any reason you are not able to or prefer not to display a sign in your yard, please call or email the advancement office at (414) 

332-1164 ext. 3024 or llesjak@strobert.org.  No questions will be asked. 

 

Scrip Corner 
Need a New Years resolution you can stick to?  Well Scrip has 

one just for you (family and friends). 

¶ Make a list of places you shop on a regular basis 

¶ Check your list against the Scrip order form (bet you'll find one 

of those places on the form) 

¶ Complete the order form & attach your payment 

¶ Drop it off in the parish/school office or the collection basket 

Local orders are placed every Monday and available on Friday of 

that week.  National orders will be placed on the Monday follow-

ing the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.  You have now made a 

contribution to the parish without spending any additional $. Re-

member: the retailer pays us to shop with them. Please, shop 

away (but be sure to use those Scrip cards)! 



Parents!  The SRAA is strongly considering 

sponsoring a track program in the spring.  

There are other archdiocese parishes that 

compete in approximately 3-5 meets each 

spring, allowing our young athletes to show-

case some of their individual talents.  The 

program will be for fifth through eighth grade 

athletes and include running and field events.  Practices 

would be twice a week, after school.  At this point, we‘re 

trying to gauge the interest.  The kids seem interested.  Are 

you?  Please send a quick email to Ron Curtis 

(rccurtis@rccurtislaw.com) if you have thoughts to share or if 

you‘re willing to help in any way.  As always, coaches are 

key! 

 

 

The Bobcats had a fun weekend of basketball to kick-start 

the new year… 

 

The 5th grade boys began their young Bobcat careers going 

1-1.  Although only 12 boys, there are two teams, and they 

play in the Holy Family league on Saturday mornings.  What 

a great experience to get so much court time early on!  The 

boys played great for their first week! 

 

The 5th grade girls started the new year off with a win on the 

home court.  Solid defense and some quality lay-ups helped 

them to beat St. Monica. 

 

The 6th grade boys played a feisty St. Monica team and fell 

just short.  They moved the ball well and played tough, just 

couldn‘t get anything to fall late in the game. 

 

Both 6th grade girls teams won their league games this past 

weekend.  Team Blue defeated Messmer Prep, with every-

one contributing with at least one bucket.  Team White beat 

a talented and well coached Eastbrook Academy team, and 

also played four tournament games.  In the ―St. Boniface 

Screaming Eagles Shootout,‖ they beat a scrappy and ag-

gressive St. Boniface team 24-15, a tall St. Margaret Mary 

team 24-9, and an athletic and fast St. Mary‘s Elm Grove 

team who could rebound and run 26-13. These games led 

up to Championship Monday, when St. Robert took on a 

talented St. John Vianney team, who fought back to tie the 

game at the end of regulation, sending the game into over-

time. The Lady Bobcats fought hard, trading baskets with 

SJV, and with 10 seconds left in overtime, the Bobcats drib-

bled down court to find a wide open teammate in the lane.  

Just as the buzzer rang, the ball fell through the cylinder and 

the Bobcats WON!  A very good weekend for the 6th grade 

White team going 5-0. 

 

The 7th grade boys 'A' team lost over the weekend.  The 

team took the lead at halftime, but in the second half had 

no answers for the opponents two big men.  The 7th grade 

boys ‗B‘ team struggled over the weekend, losing to a very 

talented Eastbrook Academy team. 

 

The 7th grade girls had a slow start on Saturday and after 

the first quarter, were clinging to a surprising 2-1 lead. They 

Athletics 
showed their true colors in quarter 

number two though, outscoring their 

opponent in those next six minutes, 

21-2, and eventually won 35-6.  They 

take their game on the road this 

weekend in the St. Agnes tournament. 

 

The 8th grade girls team played in the St. Peter Immanuel 

tournament last weekend.  With tenacious defense, the girls 

won their first round game 26-14.  In the semi-final on Sat-

urday, they played a very tough (and very tall) team from St. 

John's Lutheran of Racine.  Playing outstanding defense 

(and working hard to box out St. John's 6 foot center), the 

Bobcats trailed by 5 points for most of the game.  The Bob-

cats would not quit, and they tied the game with about 90 

seconds left in the fourth quarter.  Although the Bobcats 

ultimately lost by 3, the Bobcats showed they could hold 

their own against a very talented team.  The Bobcats 

bounced back on Sunday, and used a total team effort to 

capture the Third Place trophy with a 29-10 victory over 

Mount Calvary. 

 

The 8th grade boys had a pretty hot battle on their hands on 

Sunday.  After some early foul trouble, the Bobcats were 

down by as many as 17 points and things were looking grim.  

The team rallied and played a very nice second half, over-

coming the deficit and the foul trouble to win 38-35.  They 

are now 4-0 in league play. 

 

Upcoming tournaments: 

¶ The 5th grade girls, 6th grade girls Blue team and 7th 

grade girls all play in the St. Agnes tournament.  7th grade 

girls play Friday at 6:15.  6th grade Blue plays Saturday at 

5:00. 

¶ The 7th grade boys ‗A‘ team plays in the St. Mary‘s Meno-

monee Falls tournament - Thursday, 1/14 at 6:30 vs. St. 

Mary's Elm Grove and Sunday, 1/17 6:00 vs. St. Sebas-

tian 

 

League games this weekend: 

Saturday, 01/16/10 

5th Girls  9:00 vs. Lumen Christi at Lumen Christi 

6th Girls White   11:00 vs. Lumen Christi at Lumen Christi 

6th Girls Blue  1:00 vs. St. Monica at Eastbrook Academy 

7th Girls   1:00 vs. St. Joe‘s Tosa at St. Joe‘s Tosa 

8th Girls  9:00 vs. St. Eugene at St. Monica 

5th Boys Blue  11:05 vs. Lumen Christi at Holy Family 

5th Boys White  12:55 vs. ICB at Holy Family 

5th Boys White  1:50 vs. ICW at Holy Family 

 

Sunday, 01/17/10 

7th Boys ‗B‘  2:00 vs. University School at St. Robert 

7th Boys ‗A‘   3:00 vs. St. Monica at St. Robert 

8th Boys  4:00 vs. Lumen Christi at Lumen Christi 

 

GO BOBCATS!! 
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Community News 
H1N1 Clinics To Be Held in Shorewood 

The Shorewood/Whitefish Bay Health Department will be 

holding two community H1N1 Clinics in the Shorewood Village 

Center, located in the lower level of the Shorewood Library at 

3920 N. Murray Ave.  The dates for these clinics are January 

21 and February 11 from 2:30—6:30 pm.  The vaccine is free 

and open to everyone.  Individuals under 18 years of age re-

quire a parent‘s signature on the immunization consent form 

obtained at the clinics.  If you have any questions, contact the 

health department at 847-2710 or check the village websites, 

www.villageofshorewood.org or www.wfbvillage.org. 

 

 

Pius XI Events for Prospective Families 

Parents! Visit Pius XI during a school day for a personalized 

tour. Join us for a Discover Pius XI Breakfast on Monday, 

January 25 from 8:30 – 10:00 a.m. Reservations are appreci-

ated. Please contact Cindy at 414.290.8140 or 

cmarifke@piusxi.org for reservations or to schedule a shadow 

visit. 

 

7th or 8th graders are invited to discover what it is like to be a 

Pius XI student! Please visit our website for a complete sched-

ule of Shadow Visit Days; second semester visits begin Janu-

ary 22. After you drop off your child, we encourage you to con-

sider attending our monthly Parent Coffee on Friday, January 

22 from  

8:30 – 9:30 a.m. An optional tour follows; reservations are not 

required for the coffee event. 

 

Pius XI High School is located at 135 N. 76th Street (between 

Bluemound Rd. and I-94). Check our website, www.piusxi.org, 

for a full schedule of events for prospective families. 

 

 

Second Annual Boutique Blowout:  Boutique Blowout, which 

was a major success last year, is back!  Saturday, January 

30th, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. in the Atwater Elementary School 

cafetorium, loads of your favorite Milwaukee area shops, in-

cluding Molloy‘s, SHOP, and B‘Tween Friends, will be selling 

their wares at rock-bottom prices. $5 gets you in the door and 

goes to Shorewood‘s Drive to Distinction (D2D), which is rais-

ing the money to build Shorewood High School‘s bleachers. 

You won‘t want to miss this! 
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