
 

The School Advisory Board and faculty have re-

cently crafted revised foundational statements 

that include six core values, along with a vision of 

how each of those values will be lived in our 

school.  We readily agreed that we place a high 

value on community.  Our vision is to work, pray, 

play, and love as one body.  This community is 

already remarkably active and connected.   We 

already come together in uniquely loving and 

productive ways to accomplish great good.  The 

visionary part of our statement is the desire to 

build that unity on a foundation of faith, working 

as the Body of Christ to fulfill God‘s will in the 

wider world. 

 

We have all chosen this school intentionally be-

cause we profess our beliefs in the same faith 

and want to pass that heritage on to our children.   

A vibrant faith that will survive the generations 

must be lived in communion and must be con-

nected to our real lives.  For many, however, the 

desire for a Catholic education and the lived ex-

perience of church in our own family lives are 

disconnected.   Our secular culture has pulled 

many away from the rhythm of an active faith life 

that, for us Catholics, must be built on a founda-

tion of the liturgy. 

 

Just as the body needs nourishment, so too does 

the soul.  And despite that many of my contempo-

raries, and even more of yours, would try to argue 

that their faith is personal – a private relationship 

with God – as Catholics we must acknowledge 

that this is not what we believe.  We know that 

our humanity demands that we nourish our spiri-

tuality together, that we share the Word and the 

meal.   We are made to pray in communion.  The 

Body of Christ is not complete without all of us.  

The community cannot possibly actualize its real 

potential without common prayer and lived faith. 

 

Recognizing that our children will not inherit the 

faith without a family life built around the core of 

liturgy, we are challenged to find ways to re-

institute the lost obligation to Sunday Mass.  

Many have been away from church long enough 

that they simply don‘t know how to get started, 

how to come back.  PACK THE MASS is our hum-

ble attempt to bring school families together 

around the core of our faith.  By joining together 

at the same Mass and sharing in fellowship after-

wards, we hope to create a joyful context for dip-

ping your toes in the water.  And as our families 

come together in prayer, we will create a livelier 

liturgy and build a community that is vibrant not 

only in secular ways, but spiritually as well; and 

not only for us, but for the entire St. Robert parish 

community. 

 

It is our intent to extend a ―Pack the Mass‖ chal-

lenge monthly between now and May.  Our next 

celebration will be Sunday, January 31st, at the 

8:30 Mass when we will kick-off Catholic Schools 

Week.  Our school Liturgy Choir will lead us in 

song and children from each grade level will lead 

prayers and scripture readings.  We will follow 

with our famous Pancake Breakfast and school 

Open House and book fair.  Put it on your calen-

dar in the same way that you schedule other fam-

ily activities.  Show your children that when we 

prioritize Mass, other activities will fall into their 

proper place.  Let‘s feel the power of praying 

shoulder-to-shoulder.  Let‘s take the next step in 

our vision of community by packing the Mass.  

There‘s safety in numbers.  There‘s power in com-

munity.  Our children will show us the way. 

Principal’s Pen 

F A M I L Y  

M A T T E R S 
I S S U E  1 8  An education you 

can have faith in. 

SCHOOL HOURS 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 

     7:50 am—3:05 pm 

Wednesdays: 

     7:50 am—2:05 pm 

Half-Time Students: 

     7:50 am—11:30 am 

1/18—NO SCHOOL,  

INSERVICE DAY 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

1/22 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 1st -Kahn 

 

 

1/23 

Mother -Son Bowling  

 

 

1/24 5:30 pm  

Mass and Alumni Parent Pot-

luck Reunion  

 

 

1/26 

Talent Show Auditions  

 

 

1/27 10:00 am 

Art Museum, 5th Gr  

 

 

1/28 11:30 am 

Art Museum, 3rd Gr  

 

 

1/29 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 1st -Meservey. 

SAM Collection:  canned soup, 

crackers, canned tuna, tuna 

helper  

 

 

1/31 

Catholic Schools Week  

 

1/31 9:00 am 

Open House  

 

1/31 9:00 am 

Pancake Breakfast  

 

1/31 9:00 am 

Book Fair  

For a more complete listing of upcoming events, see the on-line calendar (control + click to follow the link): 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html 
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Pack the 

Mass  

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html
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2010-11 REGISTRATION!!! 

Time to start thinking about next year!  Registration materials are due back to the school office by January 29.  If you have any 

questions, please contact the school office. 

 

REPORTING ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS 

Please call the school office attendance line each day your student will be absent or late.  Provide student‘s name and 

teacher or room number, your name, and reason for the absence (be specific as to symptoms if ill—e.g., fever over 100 

degrees, cough, body aches, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea) or late arrival.  If hot lunch is needed, please also indicate 

which entrée is preferred (hot lunch orders must be placed by 10:00 am). 

 

 SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

 School office hours are 7:30 am-3:30 pm Monday through Friday.  If it‘s after hours, please check out Edline and the 

 school website at www.strobert.org for lots of helpful information. 

Notes from the Office 

Blueprint Newsletter 
Watch your mail at home for a redesigned St. Robert School Blueprint newsletter.  This all-community publication was first printed 

back in winter of 1986.  Its circulation number has grown since then to over 4,000 alumni, parents of alumni, grandparents, current 

parents, prospective parents, parishioners, faculty, staff, friends and supporters of St. Robert School.  While it has been on a publish-

ing hiatus of sorts, we are proud of this issue‘s content and new look.  Special thanks to our editorial team of Chris Povinelli, Sharlene 

Byrne, Margaret Sankovitz, Liam Callanan, Karen Parr, Kim Christenson, and Amy Hietpas, along with Matt Fox of Fox Printing.  Blue-

print will be published twice a year and any suggestions for our next issue should be sent to Lisa Lesjak in the advancement office. 

 

Scrip Corner 
Did you know that with the participation of approximately 125 

families, and in just 3 1/2 months, the Scrip program has raised 

nearly $4000?  Thank you to everyone who has participated, and 

remember this is an on-going program, so keep placing those 

orders.  You need only to order those places you regularly fre-

quent: grocers, gas stations, drugstores, eateries, etc. Surely you 

can find something to order.  THERE IS NO ADDITIONAL COST TO 

YOU!  The retailers need our business and we need their support, 

so they are the ones giving the profits.  All local retailers are avail-

able on a weekly basis.  All national retail-

ers must be ordered by the 2nd and 4th 

Sunday of the month.  Orders are com-

pleted by Friday of that same week.  Don't 

forget to check your child's backpack or the 

school office.  To be eco-friendly, please keep your unused order 

form in your child's folder.  You will receive a new one when you 

receive your cards.  Thanks again.  Questions? Kathy Wyatt 962-

5691 or kpwscrip@earthlink.net. 

Condolences  
e To the Adams family on the passing of Chrisõs father 

mailto:kpwscrip@earthlink.net
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Open House – Sunday, January 31, 2010 
 

Remember that our school open house on Sunday, January 31st is for you, our current school families, 

too.  Visit your child‘s classroom from 9:30 am until 1:00 pm.  Stop in the media resource center if you 

haven‘t seen it yet, but realize Mrs. Beckmann will be making presentations to prospective families at 

10:30 am and 12 noon.  You are also reminded that all students (and other children) must be accom-

panied in the school building by a parent at all times during open house.  Please no running in the 

halls! 

  

Invite a Friend or Neighbor 
In your home folder you are receiving an invitation postcard about our open house.  Please share it 

with a friend or neighbor.  Parent referrals are still the number one way that new families hear about 

our school. 

  

Ask Us Why Sign Campaign 
Parent volunteers will be blanketing Shorewood and beyond with the St. Robert School – Ask Us Why 

signs beginning this week.  These signs should remain up for one month and then parent volunteers 

will come back to remove them.  Special thanks to some alumni parents who are also displaying signs 

this year.  Please remember to contact the advancement office if you prefer NOT to have a sign in your 

yard.  Families who live beyond our concentrated areas will be contacted directly about displaying a 

sign.  If you do not have a sign in your yard by Monday the 25th, please let the advancement office 

know.  

  

Parent Volunteers Needed 
We want and need your help!  How?  Read on… 

¶ Tour Guides – The largest volume of volunteers are needed to be tour guides.  Three shifts are 

available this year:  9:00 – 10:30 am, 10:00 am – 12 noon, and 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.  Sign up for 

one, two or all shifts!  Parents of children of all ages are invited to fill this important role.  If you are 

interested I would be happy to give you a tour of the school sometime before open house…during 

the day, evening or even on the weekend if that is when is convenient for you.  I did this last year 

and it made some parents feel a lot more comfortable about interacting with prospective fami-

lies.  ―Training‖ is certainly NOT required since there are teachers in every classroom who can an-

swer the questions that you can‘t.  A positive attitude is the most important qualification. 

¶ Greeters – If I can get enough parent volunteers I would like each school door to have a greeter or 

two.  Two shifts are available:  9:00 am – 11:30 am and 11:00 am – 1:00 pm.  We can‘t have 

someone arrive at an ―empty‖ entrance and then not know where to go to sign in and be paired 

with a tour guide – that‘s not very welcoming.  Greeters will literally walk guests to the gym to sign 

in.  Perhaps some pancake breakfast guests will also enter the school through other entrances 

and need direction.  

¶ Set-up and/or Clean-up – Not interested in the ―people contact‖ jobs?  Set-up help is needed from 

7:30 until 9:00 am.  Help us move tables into the gym, set up last minute displays, hang signage, 

skirt tables and blow up helium balloons.  Clean-up help is needed immediately at 1:00 pm.  Our 

student athletes need to use the gym at 2:00 pm after open house. 

¶  

Special Note – Coordination of volunteers is always tricky since some of you may already be working a 

shift at the Pancake Breakfast.  I am more than willing to work you into this schedule at a time that 

works for you, even it does not correspond to the shifts listed above.  This is a busy and wonderful day 

for our school as we kick-off Catholic Schools Week!  PLEASE let me know ASAP whether or not you 

can help and at what time(s).   Thanks so much. 

 

Lisa Lesjak, Director of School Advancement, (414) 332-1164, ext. 3024, llesjak@strobert.org 

mailto:llesjak@strobert.org
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Home & School Association News 
Battle of the Books 

It‘s battle time!  Battle of 

the Books, that is! 

Battle #1 will be 2/9/10 

Battle #2 will be 2/16/10 

Battle #3 will be 3/9/10 

Battle #4 will be 3/23/10 

The Stage Battle will be 4/16/10 

 

Parents are welcome to witness the 

battles.  A copy of the battle locations 

will be available in the office the morn-

ing of the battle.   

6th Grade at 8:00-8:30 am 

5th Grade at 8:30-9:00 am 

4th Grade at 9:00-9:30 am 

 

Usborne Book Fair 

Give the Gift of Reading!  

Come to the St. Robert 

School Book Fair Sunday, 

January 31st, from 9am 

to 2pm in the School 

Gym.  The fair will be held during the 

Pancake Breakfast and the School 

Open House!  Students will preview the 

fair and bring home wish lists.  Teach-

ers will have their wish lists at the fair 

for you to check out.  This is not only a 

great fundraiser for our school, but a 

perfect way to enhance both our library 

and our classrooms‘ book collections!  

New this year is our vendor, Usborne 

Books, an internationally acclaimed 

book seller.  Also included are many 

Kane Miller titles, known for their 

award winning books from around the 

world!  For a sneak peak of the selec-

tion, visit www.welovetoread.com.  So 

skip the candy for Valentine‘s Day this 

year, and give the gift of reading in-

stead!   

 

Father-Daughter Dance 

Brush up on those dance 

moves, SRS Dads, because 

it is time to twist the night 

away with your lovely daughter(s).  The 

2010 Father-Daughter Dance will take 

place Saturday, February 13th, from 

6:00-9:30 p.m.  Look for invitations to 

arrive in this week's homefolder.  Ques-

tions regarding the dance can be di-

rected to Holly Ganther (688.8825, 

hganther@hotmail.com) or Ellen Hayes 

(332.0662, ehayesmd@hotmail.com). 

 

Emerald Auction Online 

Donor Form Alert 

There was a slight glitch 

with the online donor 

form prior to 1/12/2010.  

It has been fixed and is working prop-

erly now.  If you submitted a form 

online prior to 1/12/2010, please 

contact Margaret DeMichele 

(margaret@demichele.com, or 899-

6653) to confirm that your donation 

form was received. 

 

Trivia Night Chairpeople Needed 

What has 24 eyes and asks a lot of 

questions even though they know all 

the answers?  Yes, our talented Trivia 

Team!  We 

are looking 

for twelve 

people to 

create a 

new team 

starting 

with the 

2010/2011 school year.    This is a 

turn-key event held twice a year.  

Whether you would like to be a part of 

a team or build your own, please call 

Wendy Scherwenka at 961-2522 or e-

mail at scherwenka@yahoo.com.   We 

would love to have a replacement 

team in place for this spring‘s event on 

Saturday, May 15th to shadow the cur-

rent team. 

Just a reminder: It‘s not too late to join us! 

St. Robert School Parent Potluck Reunion for Parents 

of the Classes of 1998-2009 
 

Sunday, January 24, 2010 

Celebrate Mass together at 5:30 pm at St. Robert Church 

Party from 6:30 – 9:00 pm in Reilly Hall 

  

So that we don‘t end up with food for an army, plan on your dish serving 6-8. 

Last Names A-I Appetizer 

Last Names J-S Beverage 

Last Names T-Z Dessert 

  

Let us know if you can attend by calling or emailing one of the Parent Hosts: 

Marcia and Kent Velde  Kathy and David Wyatt  Debbie and John Scheid 

414/967-9099   414/962-5691   414/967-1139 

velde@sbcglobal.net  kpwyatt@earthlink.net   fivescheid@aol.com 

mailto:hganther@hotmail.com
mailto:ehayesmd@hotmail.com
mailto:margaret@demichele.com
mailto:scherwenka@yahoo.com
mailto:velde@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kpwyatt@earthlink.net
mailto:fivescheid@aol.com
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Parish News 
African Family Life 

In celebration of Black History Month and 

National Marriage Week, please join us 

for Nigerian speaker, Theresa Okafor, CEO 

of Life League of Africa, on Wednesday, 

February 10, 2010, at 6:30 pm, in the 

atrium of St. Martin de Porres Church, our 

sister parish, 128 W. Burleigh St., Milwau-

kee, WI 53212.  For more information, 

please call 414-372-3070.  Theresa is a 

passionate speaker with a desire to bring 

awareness of the necessity to preserve 

African heritage in a changing world. 

 

Missing Something? 

If you are missing gloves, scarves, or other 

item, please check with the ushers at 

Mass; your lost item may have been found 

in church. 

 

St. Robert‘s Lenten Project 

This Lent, help us stock St. Jude School in 

Uganda with much-needed children‘s 

books!  This project will replace Operation 

Rice Bowl this year.  St. Robert is currently 

helping to build St. Jude Primary School in 

Uganda, where Fr. Augustine went to 

school as a child.  Neither parents of St. 

Jude students nor the school itself can 

afford books for the children.  Our project 

will involve parishioners / school families 

purchasing and sending children‘s story 

books and educational books to 

Uganda.  Details to follow.  

This is specially 

designed just for 

children at the 

11 am Mass on 

Sundays (it con-

tains Scripture, Reflection and Prayers of 

the Faithful).  Are you over 21 and would 

like to know more about being a group 

leader?  Are you a teen or adult who 

would like to be an assistant?  We are 

having an informational meeting on Sun-

day, January 24th, at 10 am in the Parish 

Center Chapel door #8 (across from the 

fountain).  Any questions, please call Gail 

DeFrancisco 332-1164 ext. 3032. 

Ash Wednesday Schedule, February 17, 2010 

8:00 am:  School Mass with Distribution of Ashes 

12:10 pm:  Liturgy of the Word and Distribution of Ashes 

7:00 pm:  Mass with Distribution of Ashes 

Annual Fund Update 
Our Temperature Is Rising 

While it might not be as warm as we would like it to be outside, the arrow on our Annual Fund thermometer (located on the wall 

in Reilly Hall) is nearly at $120,000 pledged.  More than $60,000 in cash, checks, stock and credit card gifts were received 

during the month of December from our supporters, including three alumni who graduated from St. Robert during the 

1930‘s.  Gifts ranged from $10 up to $5,650.  Special thanks to these parents who made a gift (or pledge) in recent weeks:  

Marc & Mary Becker, Bill & Tammy Bonifas, Tim & Sharlene Byrne, Deborah Schwartz & John Flanagan, Shane & Michelle Fra-

zier, Rob & Merridith Frediani, Matt & Amy Hietpas, Matt & Sharon Jarosz, Kim Kelly, Patrick & Patrice Kessenich, Joan 

Schramka & Steven Marsho, David & Claudia Mitchell, Dennis & Carol Reilly, Kori & Craig Staab, and Patrick Williams &Denise 

Delaney.  Our parent participation stands at 40%. 

Community News 
Jr. Hilltoppers Football 

For boys entering 5th through 8th grades as of Fall 2010, who 

are interested in playing tackle football, please email the fol-

lowing information to jr.hilltoppers@yahoo.com ASAP: Son‘s 

Name, Parents‘ Names, Grade Entering in Fall ‗10, Current 

School, Home Address & Phone Number.  Registra-

tion materials will be emailed back to you within 48 

hours of receipt. Spots are limited and are being 

filled on a first come, first serve basis.  



Open Gym is back!  This Saturday from 7:00-9:00 p.m., the 

gym is ―open‖ to all 7th grade students to play basketball or 

pass a volleyball around.  Next Saturday, it‘s open to all 6th 

grade students.  No permission slip is necessary.  Contact 

Wayne Tews with questions. 

 

 

Parents!  The SRAA is strongly considering 

sponsoring a track program in the 

spring.  There are other archdiocese par-

ishes that compete in approximately 3-5 

meets each spring, allowing our young 

athletes to showcase some of their individ-

ual talents.  The program will be for fifth 

through eighth grade athletes and include running and field 

events.  Practices would be twice a week, after school.  At 

this point, we‘re trying to gauge the interest.  The kids seem 

interested.  Are you?  Please send a quick email to Ron Cur-

tis (rccurtis@rccurtislaw.com) if you have thoughts to share 

or if you‘re willing to help in any way.  As always, coaches 

are key! 

 

Updates on the games that took place last week: 

The 5th grade boys had a great weekend going a combined  

3-0.  Team Blue is now 2-0 and Team White is 2-1.  Great 

start boys! 

 

The 5th grade girls are on a hot streak with three wins in a 

row.  In their tournament last Thursday, they played great 

defense and offense against St. Anthony's, winning 14-13, 

and then Saturday they beat Lumen Christi 18-12. 

 

The 6th grade girls split their league games, with White win-

ning and Blue losing a tough one.  Team White plays in the 

consolation championship of the St. Agnes tournament on 

Friday. 

 

The 7th Grade Boys 'A' team had three tough losses this 

past week.  Each game, the team found themselves down 

early, and despite some thrilling comebacks, including send-

ing one game into overtime, they could not pull out the vic-

tory. 

 

The 7th grade girls played a couple of tough games last 

weekend.  They beat St. Seb‘s in the first round of the St. 

Athletics 
Agnes tournament, and then 

played St. Matthias in round 2.  

Although it was a fantastic, physi-

cal game and the Lady Bobcats 

rose to the occasion to play ex-

tremely well (mentally and physi-

cally), they were a couple of baskets or a few free throws 

short of the victory.  They‘ll play in the third place game on 

Saturday.  In league play, they beat St. Joe‘s Tosa to go 5-0. 

 

The 8th grade girls maintained their history of very close 

games against St. Eugene.  Trailing by one at half and trail-

ing by six for most of the third quarter, the Bobcats roared 

back to win 30-24.  They now have a 3-1 conference record 

and are 5-2 overall.  Next up for the Bobcats is the Holy 

Apostles Tournament starting Friday night and a league 

game against Mesmer Prep at home on Saturday. 

 

The 8th grade boys played a well-rounded game on Sunday, 

beating Lumen Christi on their home court.  They are now 5-

0 in league play and start two grueling tournaments this 

week. 

 

League games this weekend: 

Saturday, 01/23/10 

6th Girls White 10:00 vs. St. Monica at St. Robert 

6th Girls Blue  10:00 vs. Lumen Christi Green at Catholic 

East 

7th Girls  1:00 vs. St. Mary‘s MF at St. Robert 

8th Girls   12:00 vs. Mesmer Prep at St. Robert 

5th Boys White  11:05 vs. University School at Holy Family 

5th Boys Blue  12:55 vs. ICW at Holy Family 

6th Boys   9:00 vs. Mesmer Prep @ St. Robert 

 

Sunday, 01/24/10 

7th Boys ‗B‘   2:00 vs. Lumen Christi at Lumen Christi 

7th Boys ôAõ  4:00 vs. St. Eugene at Catholic East 

8th Boys   3:00 vs. Eastbrook Academy at Blessed Savior 

GO BOBCATS!! 
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