ST. ROBERT

SCHOOL —

An education you
can have faith in.
: SCHOOL HOURS
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.:
7:50 am—3:05 pm
Wednesdays:
7:50 am—2:05 pm
Half-Time Students:
7:50 am—11:30 am
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UPCOMING EVENTS

1729 8:00 am

All School Mass, Ist-Meservey.
SAM Collection: canned soup,
crackers, canned tuna, tuna
helper

1131
Catholic Schools Week

1131 9:00 am
Pancake Breakfast

1731 9:00 am
Book Fair

1/31 9:30 am
Open House

2/2 1:00 pm
Milton Creagh Student Presen-
tation, 6th-8th Gr

2/3 9:30 am
Spelling Bee, 3rd-8th Gr

2/4 8:00 am
Pastor Rich Rubietta Assembly

2/4 6:30 pm
Talent Show

2/5 8:00 am
All School Mass, 4th-Staab

2/5 2:00 pm
Pep Rally/Faculty vs. 8th Gr
Volleyball Game

2/8 8:00 am
Chicago Shakespeare Trip,
8th Gr

For a more complete listing of upcoming events, see the on-line calendar (control + click to follow the link):

FAMILY
MATTERS
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Principal’s Pen

In reference to my idea of an integrated print and

digital media center some years ago, a former

principal told me my vision was intriguing, but
“too big for this school.” | do have big dreams for
your children and a grand vision for our school,
perhaps idealistic on some levels, but |

am also grounded in the realization

that the challenge of fulfilling those

dreams continues to mount as the

pace of educational demands quick-

ens, the scope broadens, and the dol-

lars shrink. At some point we must be

frank about the fact that moving ever-

forward requires more than unleashing the power
of our combined talents and labors and dollars.
We must also reduce the financial pressure on
the budget by filling more enrollment seats. | had
never imagined myself a salesman, but the reali-
ties of the bottom line have necessitated that |
devote ever more time to this role. | have chal-
lenged myself to add fifteen additional students -
nearly $50,000 in revenue - to our student body.
Will you help me - and your children - once
again?

This Sunday, we will be hosting our All-School
Pancake Breakfast, Book Fair and Open House.
The event has historically kicked off our open
enrollment season, targeting prospective school
families. But we have learned through the years
that a contrived tour of our humble school build-
ing will never communicate the unique energy
and spirit of the St. Robert experience. We need
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to fill the building with the life of our students and
families to offer an engaging snapshot of who we
are. No amount of “selling” will ever match the
power and sincerity of peer-to-peer witness and
invitation.

Your children represent our “product”

better than anything else we could

showcase. As an incentive for them to

be identified among the visitors, we're

offering an out-of-uniform pass to any

student who serves as an informal
ambassador by simply attending the open house
in dress uniform!

Please come on Sunday. | promise you will not
walk away empty. From 9:30 - 1:00 each class-
room and specialty area will showcase the work
of our students and teachers. Your children will
benefit from your affirmation of their work, and
you will rest in the assurance that you have
joined with your neighbors to do one more small
thing to assure that St. Robert School will not only
ride the tide of these challenging times, but con-
tinue to actualize big dreams. While you're here,
take a look at the new media center for a con-
crete reminder that if we can dream it, we can do
it.

“Prosper the work of our hands. The work of our
hands is holy.”
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Notes from the Office &

2010-11 REGISTRATION!!

Registration will be opening up to the general public on Monday so please return your registration materials to the school of-
fice by January 29. Space in next year’s third grade is limited. If you have any questions, please contact the school office.

REPORTING ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS

Please call the school office attendance line each day your student will be absent or late. Provide student’s name and teacher
or room number, your name, and reason for the absence (be specific as to symptoms if ill—e.g., fever over 100 degrees,
cough, body aches, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea) or late arrival. If hot lunch is needed, please also indicate which entrée is
preferred (hot lunch orders must be placed by 10:00 am).

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS
School office hours are 7:30 am-3:30 pm Monday through Friday. If it's after hours, please check out Edline and the
school website at www.strobert.org for lots of helpful information.

PRAYER REQUEST

Please keep Mark Tice, 10, in your fervent prayer. Mark is the son of John and Kathi and brother of Mitchell, SRS class of 2009, and Adam,
grade 7. The Tices have just learned that Mark will require chemotherapy to treat a tumor that has tripled in size since August. For those
who are newer to our community, Mark is living with neurofibromatosis, a painful lifelong condition causing growth of tumors in the brain
and spinal cord. Mark was diagnosed in his kindergarten year at St. Robert. He is currently a student at Lake Bluff School in Shorewood.
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Please join us for an evening of song, dance and
a nt snn other exciting talents (what else could there be?
You'll have to come and see!). The Talent Show will
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¥ Tl m l take place Thursday, February 4t at 6:30 pm in the

PAY e gym. Come support your fellow students and enjoy the show!
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Open House - Sunday, January 31st

More tour guides are needed! We are planning two shifts and the crew for the second shift is especially light right now: 9:00 - 11:30
am and 11:00 am - 1:00 pm. Sign up for one or both shifts! Parents of children of all ages are invited to fill this important role. | will send

you the tour instructions, talking points and map of the school this week if you can help. It is important that everyone knows the location of
the various rooms that have moved around the building since last year. If you want to stop in at school and walk around with me to get a
sense of the building | am happy to do that with you. “Training” is certainly NOT required since there are teachers in every classroom who
can answer the questions that you can’t. A positive attitude is the most important qualification of a tour guide. Call or email me at ext.
3024 or llesjak@strobert.org. Thanks to all who have volunteered to date! Lisa Lesjak
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Remember to worship with the school community at 8:30 this Sunday
and join us for pancakes afterward. Our students will read and lead
our sung prayer. All students are encouraged to attend in uniform so
they will be easily identifiable as St. Robert students. Check in with
your homeroom teacher at the Open House afterward to receive an
out-of-uniform pass in appreciation!

nnnununnnnununnnnnunnnnnunannnnung
Attention Liturgy Choir Parents!

x\é The Liturgy Choir will be leading the music at 8:30 am Mass this Sunday, January 31stto kick off Catholic Schools n
w Week. Students should be in the church basement by 8:00 am for warm-up and rehearsal (the door by the playground J:

will be open for them to enter). We invite parents, siblings and friends to PACK THE MASS and worship with us. u

This is a required performance -please contact me immediately if you have questions - |dodge@strobert.org. Hope to see you n
there! J:
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Scrip Corner

Do you want to help St. Robert earn a few extra dollars the easy forget Valentine’s Day, we have cards for
way? Then you need to shop with us before spending your dol- dining out from casual to top of the line
lars elsewhere! Get in the habit of picking up cards for Sendiks, and many other gift ideas! We need YOUR
Whole Foods, City Market, or Culvers and never have to worry if support! Please stop by our table at the
you have enough cash with you in a pinch! These local mer- Pancake Breakfast and say hello and find
chants appreciate our business and we appreciate their support! out how this great program works to help
Pay for your prescriptions with a Walgreens or CVS card, or use a the parish!

Kohl's card to start paying off that holiday shopping bill! Don’t

Community News

Census Job Information test sites nearest you. Bring a driver’s license or state ID card
The U.S. government will be hiring census workers at $15/hr. and your social security card, birth certificate, or passport to
Most jobs will start in April and last until the census is com- the testing. A practice test can be downloaded at

pleted. A qualifying test is required. Call 944-0650 for the www.2010censusjobs.gov.
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January 2010
Dear Catholic School Parents,

Every year during Catholic Schools Week, we celebrate the many things that make Catholic education
special and honor all those who contribute to the excellence of our schools, including you — the parents.

The theme for the 2010 Catholic Schools Week is “Catholic Schools: Dividends For Life.” Catholic
schools are all about faith, knowledge, morals and discipline — dividends that prepare students for success to-
day and in the future. As you will hear me say over and over again, Catholic education is an education you can
have faith in. Catholic schools teach your children not only reading and math, but how to live the Gospel in
their daily lives.

When you decided to send your children to a Catholic school, you invested in their future. You showed
them that it is important to have the teachings of Jesus in your students’ school life. You taught them that
faith, knowledge, morals and discipline are indeed dividends for life. The commitment you show when you give
to your children’s school is important too, whether it is time spent volunteering at school festivals, fundraisers
or in the classroom. For all of these things, I thank you.

It is also important to remember all of the teachers and staff who provide your children with superior
education and act as living examples of faith-filled lives. The lessons taught by our faculty are as basic as lead-
ing respectfully in the classroom or on the playground or as difficult as working for social justice. Fundraisers,
food and clothing drives, participating in team events and frequent worship opportunities are just some of the
ways your children are inspired to live a Christ-like life through their Catholic education.

During Catholic Schools Week, please take time to thank and honor the Catholic school teachers and
staff making a difference in your children’s lives and in the world.

Thank you for your continued support of our Catholic schools. God bless you and your family. Have a
blessed Catholic Schools Week!

Faithfully in Christ,

/ \ + ﬂ Uawd, & . Sultrky
. An education
ﬁ r you can have faith in
Ca th OI i C Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki

Archbishop of Milwaukee
schools

3501 South Lake Drive, P.O. Box 070912, Milwaukee, WI 53207-0912
Phone: (414) 769-3497 1 Web Site: www.archmil.org




Home & School Association News

Upcoming Home & School Events:

Jan. 31st - Pancake Breakfast
Jan. 31st - Book Fair

Jan. 31st - Feb. 5th - Catholic School Week
Feb. 3rd - Teacher Appreciation Luncheon

Feb. 4th - Talent Show

Notes from the President

A big thanks to Joe O’Neill for his 2nd
push on the Magazine Drive. Remem-
ber that magazines can be bought or
renewed year round with a percentage
going back to our school. Please go to

the “Shop for St. Robert” link on our
website.

Thank you Merridith Frediani and Mary
Poorman for a “striking” good time at
the Mother/Son bowling event. The
event will return in two years so there
is plenty of time for people like me to
get some practice in!

Please join us this weekend to kick off
Catholic Schools Week by joining us for
the Pancake Breakfast and the Us-
borne Book Fair! This is all in conjunc-
tion with the Open House. Even if you
are already a current school family,
please tour the school and check out
the student’s artwork or the new Media
Center. This is a spectacular way to

Feb.-March - Battle of the Books
Feb. 12th - Prospective Family Coffee Reception

show off our school we are so proud to
be a part of.

The Emerald Auction Chairs are busy
planning for a wonderful event on
March 13th. Dinner will be catered by
“Chef Jack” and music by Five Card
Stud. Please follow the weekly flyers
for ideas on how you can be a part of
this event.

The Middle School Showcase has cho-
sen “Honk” for their spring production.
The Home & School Board has decided
to add a $25 fee for participation. The
showcase is primarily funded by Home
& School, but this fee will help to offset
the rising costs of a production at this
level. We want to continue to offer an
enriching experience for the middle
school students with professional di-
rectors. There will be funds available
for all of those in need. More informa-
tion will come with the sign up sheets
at a later date.

Feb. 14th - Father/Daughter Dance
Feb. 17th - Ash Wednesday

Friday, February 12t is our Prospective
Family Coffee in the gathering area of
Church after the 8:00 all school mass.
Please invite any new families or those
who may be interested in St. Robert to
join us for a meet and greet.

Last week at the Home & School meet-
ing, we had two parents sit in on our
meeting, just to see how we do things.
| want to invite anyone who is inter-
ested to join us for some or all of the
meeting. We are a parent organization
welcoming any input. | often receive
ideas involving fundraising or ques-
tions regarding events. Our next meet-
ing is scheduled: Wednesday, Febru-
ary 24 from 6:30-9:00 in room 207.
Please ring the bell at the Reilly Hall
doors for entrance.

Thank you,
Sally Zale
sallyz@wi.rr.com

Parish News

African Family Life

In celebration of Black History Month and
National Marriage Week, please join us
for Nigerian speaker, Theresa Okafor, CEO
of Life League of Africa, on Wednesday,
February 10, 2010, at 6:30 pm, in the
atrium of St. Martin de Porres Church, our
sister parish, 128 W. Burleigh St., Milwau-
kee, WI 53212. For more information,
please call 414-372-3070. Theresa is a
passionate speaker with a desire to bring
awareness of the necessity to preserve
African heritage in a changing world.

Ash Wednesday Schedule, February 17, 2010

8:00 am: School Mass with Distribution of Ashes

12:10 pm: Liturgy of the Word and Distribution of Ashes
7:00 pm: Mass with Distribution of Ashes

St. Robert’s Lenten Project

This Lent, help us stock St. Jude School in
Uganda with much-needed children’s
books! This project will replace Operation
Rice Bowl this year. St. Robert is currently
helping to build St. Jude Primary School in
Uganda, where Fr. Augustine went to

school as a child. Neither parents of St.
Jude students nor the school itself can
afford books for the children. Our project
will involve parishioners / school families
purchasing and sending children’s story
books and educational books to

Uganda. Details to follow.



mailto:sallyz@wi.rr.com

PAGE 6

© O O]

Athletics

Basketball: Congratulations to our 8t grade boys’ team for
their very early Padre bid! The Padre Serra basketball tour-
nament runs 3/04 through 3/21. More details to come
soon!

Open Gym: Per the schedule below, the gym is “open” from
7:00-9:00 p.m. to play basketball. No permission slip is
necessary. Contact Wayne Tews with questions.

Saturday, 1/30 - 6th grade students

Saturday, 2/06 - 8th grade students

Saturday, 2/13 - 7th grade students

Saturday, 2/20 - 6th grade students

Track: The SRAA is committed to starting a track program in
the spring. Athletes will compete in 3-5 meets during the

N season. If interested in helping out, please con-
% tact Ron Curtis (rccurtis@rccurtislaw.com).

Golf Outing: SAVE THE DATE! The St. Robert
2010 Golf Outing will be held on Friday, September 24th at
Tripoli Country Club. Pencil this in on your calendars

now! We’'re very excited about our new venue and
look forward to a Friday afternoon filled with good
friends and good fun!

Updates on the games that took place last week:

The 5t grade boys White team played their first tournament

at Port Catholic and finished fourth. In league play, the two

teams split. With only 6 players on each team, these 5t
grade boys are getting lots of court time!

The 5t grade girls won third place in the St. Agnes tourna-
ment with an amazing come-from-behind overtime win. Con-
gratulations girls!

The 6% grade boys had a bye last week. They're back in
action this weekend with a league game as well as the Holy
Family tournament.

Both 6t grade girls teams won their league games. The 6t
grade girls White team also participated in the St. Margaret
Mary tournament and ended up bringing home the Consola-
tion Championship. These two very talented teams play
against each other on the home court this weekend. We'll
see how evenly they were split!

The 7th grade boys A team continues to battle in every
game and in fact, lead in most games they play. Unfortu-
nately, they have been unable to win the last few games,
and this past weekend was no different. On Thursday night

_

the boys lost by 3 points after leading by 5 4 1\
with a few minutes to play and lost on Sun-
day after leading at halftime. Once the boys
learn to play all 4 quarters, victories will
quickly follow.

The 7th grade girls played two games last weekend and got
off to a great start in both. The combined two-game score
after the first quarter was 34-0. Seems as though their de-
fense is tough to score on! The Lady Bobcats took 3 in the
St. Agnes tournament as a result of their strong play.

The 8th grade girls played some grueling basketball over the
weekend. They faced Mesmer Prep in league play and lost a
close, physical game. They also played in the Holy Apostles
tournament against some of the best teams in the

area. Although they were close in 2 out 3 games, they were
unable to pull out a victory. They begin another tough tour-
nament this week.

The 8th grade boys have done nothing but play basketball in .

the last week! They began the week 5-0 but finished it 11-
0. They won all three games in the St. John Vianney tourna-
ment, bringing home the coveted championship trophy! They
also began an invitation-only 16-team tournament and won
their first two games in that. They play in the third round
against Holy Apostles on Friday night. Holy Apostles is con-
sidered one of the best around; but our Bobcats are ex-
pected to give them a very strong match-up. The Bobcats
also won their league game last weekend, with all players
contributing to a strong victory.

League games this weekend:

Saturday, 01/30/10

5th Girls 9:00 vs. University School at St. Robert

6th Girls White 10:00 vs. St. Robert Blue at St. Robert
6th Girls Blue 10:00 vs. St. Robert White at St. Robert
8th Girls 12:00 vs. Lumen Christi at St. Robert

Tt Girls 1:00 vs. St. Margaret Mary at St. Robert

5th Boys Blue 10:10 vs. Holy Family at Holy Family
5th Boys White 11:05 vs. Salam at Holy Family

Sunday, 01/31/10

Tth Boys ‘B’ 2:00 vs. St. Eugene at St. Eugene

7th Boys ‘A’ 3:30 vs. St. Monica at St. Robert

8th Boys 4:30 vs. University School Blue at St. Robert

GO BOBCATS!!
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