
 

Catholic Schools Week is meant to be a celebra-

tion of our identity.  Many elements define us: 

excellence, innovation, leadership, diversity, com-

munity, and, of course, spirituality.  But what is it 

that assures the continuity and standard of our 

identity; that gives these values form and sub-

stance; that makes them more than words on a 

page?   Many pieces come together to create the 

whole, but it is our teachers that are the glue that 

holds them all together.  It is our teachers that 

give daily life and meaning to our identity.  It is 

our teachers whose ministry makes our Catholic 

school Catholic. 

 

The mandates of education, in general, and 

Catholic education, in particular, have risen dra-

matically in the past ten years.   Teaching is part 

science, part art, a little parenting and a lot of 

heart.  We seldom take the time in the busy-ness 

of our responsibilities to herald the contributions 

of these quiet heroes, whose lives, given in ser-

vice of our children‘s education and formation, 

have no clear division between personal and 

professional; whose workdays have no defined 

end; who are always in demand and on-call; who 

are pushed to do ever more with ever less.  

Teacher Appreciation Day seems a good time to 

pause and remember what our teachers do to 

shape the lives of our children and define this 

experience we call St. Robert School. 

 

If I could give adult voice to our children, I think 

they would say of their St. Robert teachers: 

 

Thank you for enthusiasm and creativity and 

stimulation; for igniting my passions and tending 

the gardens of my mind and heart and soul. 

 

Thank you for rules and expectations and consis-

tency and high standards. 

Thank you for look-

ing into an un-

known future and 

modeling the hu-

mility to learn 

alongside me. 

 

Thank you for the 

safety to make 

mistakes; for pro-

voking my ques-

tions and listening to my ideas.  

 

Thank you for opening my eyes to beauty and 

wonder and possibilities. 

 

Thank you for persisting in finding the best way 

for me to learn. 

 

Thank you for late nights and early mornings and 

lunches and weekends given in ministry. 

 

Thank you for tying my shoelaces and wiping my 

tears and carefully wrapping the tooth that just 

came out. 

 

Thank you for teaching me to think –about every-

thing from fractions to friends to forgotten 

lunches. 

 

Thank you for modeling joyfulness, humility, 

goodness, and love. 

 

Thank you for caring and carrying on despite the 

burdens and challenges the exhaustion of it all.   

 

Thank you for teaching.  You are my inspiration! 

Principal’s Pen 

F A M I L Y  

M A T T E R S  
I S S U E  2 0  An education you 

can have faith in. 

SCHOOL HOURS 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 

     7:50 am—3:05 pm 

Wednesdays: 

     7:50 am—2:05 pm 

Half-Time Students: 

     7:50 am—11:30 am 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

2/5 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 4th-Staab 

 

2/5 2:00 pm 

Pep Rally/Faculty vs. 8th Gr 

Volleyball Game 

 

 

2/8 8:00 am 

Chicago Shakespeare Trip,  

8th Gr 

 

 

2/9 8:00 am 

Battle of the Books, 4th-6th Gr 

 

 

2/10 6:30 pm 

School Advisory Board Mtg. 

 

 

2/11 8:30 am 

Urban Ecology, 2nd-Luna 

 

2/11 12:00 pm 

Urban Ecology, 2nd-Richoux 

 

 

2/12 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 4th-Stefaniak, 

followed by coffee reception 

 

2/12 8:30 am 

Urban Ecology, K5-Liebenthal 

 

2/12 12:00 pm 

Urban Ecology, 7th-Reitman 

 

2/12 12:30 pm 

Health Ed Center, 1st Gr 

 

2/12 6:00 pm 

Spaghetti Dinner 

 

 

2/13 6:00 pm 

Father/Daughter Dance 

For a more complete listing of upcoming events, see the on-line calendar (control + click to follow the link): 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html 

F E B R U A R Y  4 ,  2 0 1 0  

2/26—NO SCHOOL,  

     INSERVICE DAY 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html


Open House Update – Thank You! 
Lisa Lesjak, Director of School Advancement 

 

Thank you so much for all of your efforts to make our Open House, Pancake Breakfast and Book Fair on Sunday such a huge suc-

cess.  The school was alive, maple syrup was flowing and everyone seemed to be leaving with new books!  As prospective families 

signed in they were asked for some general information that I thought you might be interested in reading along with some statistics.  I 

have compared the results to those of our January Open House last year. 

 
 

Please keep the referrals of prospective families coming and remind them that they can make arrangements for a personal tour with 

me almost any day and any time.  An appointment is helpful to guarantee we are in session and that particular grade levels are here 

and not at mass or on a field trip for example. 

 
 

 

Registration for 2010-11 Update 
Just a reminder for those of you who have not returned your registration information for next year: as of January 31st enrollment is now 

open to new families!  Therefore it is important to return this information as soon as possible.  Fifteen students, including three new 

families, are already enrolled for junior kindergarten. 

  January 2009 January 2010 

Number of Prospective Families 17 22 

Number of Prospective Children for Next 

Year 

15 21 

  K4 = 6 K4 = 16 

  K5 = 5 K5 = 2 

  1st = 2 1st = 1 

  2nd = 1 2nd = 1 

  3rd = 3rd = 

  4th = 1 4th = 

  5th = 5th = 

  6th = 1 6th = 1 

  7th = 7th = 

  8th = 1 8th = 

Number of Prospective Children for Year 

After Next 

4 (3 year olds) 4 (3 year olds) 

Number of Prospective Children in 3 

Years 

3 (two year olds) None noted 

Parish Families 6 5 

How Heard about Open House Referred by = Ziebert, Ryan, Hietpas 

x2, Walsh, O‘Loughlin 

Referred by = friends, Frazier, her 

mother, N. Creten, O‘Keef, Gallagher, 

  Church bulletin = 5 Church bulletin = 0 

  Postcard = 2 Postcard = 1 

  Poster = 1 Poster = 0 

    Letter from principal = 2 

    Newspaper = 1 

  Website = 1 Website = 5 

  Other = father is an alum; email Other = live in area, general knowledge 



 

Kids Helping Kids Raffle 2010 

 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Friday St. Robert Students will receive their packet which Kicks Off our 2010 
Kids Helping Kids Raffle!!  The KHK raffle is a very important fundraiser for 
Our school. The Emerald Auction is the #1 fundraiser for St. Robert School. 
The KHK raffle has been the #2 fundraiser for many years. The funds raised 
ŀǊŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ άōƻǘǘƻƳ ƭƛƴŜέ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜƭƛŜǎ ƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ǘƻ 
function! 
 
This year we have a wonderful partner with whom we will share 20% of the 
άƴŜǘϦ όŀŦǘŜǊ DǊŀƴŘ tǊƛȊŜ ϧ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ Ŏƻǎǘύ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YIY ǊŀŦŦƭŜ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎǎΥ  
After Breast Cancer Diagnosis (ABCD) of  Wisconsin.  ABCD is a very excited 
& motivated partner.  The work they do to offer support to women fighting 
breast cancer and their families is crucial!  We will be sharing many stories of 
ǘƘŜƛǊ άƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪǎέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ YIY ǊŀŦŦƭŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǘ {ǘΦ wƻōŜǊǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
experienced our own tragedies caused by this deadly disease. 
 
As Catholics we are taught to look for Jesus in the eyes of each person and 
ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŜ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΦ CƻǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜ 
treat Him. We hope each family takes the Kids Helping Kids raffle mission to 
heart and helps us raise funds to support Our school and After Breast Cancer 
Diagnosis!! The cure is still eluding us, but expressing love and support is 
always an important part of healing and surviving. 
 
!ƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ WƻŜ hΩbŜƛƭƭ 
znewone@yahoo.com 
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REPORTING ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS 

Please call the school office attendance line each day your student will be absent or late.  Provide student‘s name and teacher 

or room number, your name, and reason for the absence (be specific as to symptoms if ill—e.g., fever over 100 degrees, 

cough, body aches, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea) or late arrival.  If hot lunch is needed, please also indicate which entrée is 

preferred (hot lunch orders must be placed by 10:00 am). 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

School office hours are 7:30 am-3:30 pm Monday through Friday.  If it‘s after hours, please check out Edline and the 

school website at www.strobert.org for lots of helpful information. 

Notes from the Office 

ASH WEDNESDAY RICE MEAL 
Wednesday, February 17th, is Ash Wednesday.  Watch for details about the rice meal in 

next week‘s homefolder.  Regular hot lunch will not be served on that day. 

Catholic Knights Presents Living Our Faith 
The February 13 "Catholic Knights presents Living Our Faith" episode, hosted by newly installed Milwaukee Archbishop Jerome E. Lis-

tecki, spotlights vocations and the call each of us has to serve in the Church.  Learn about our new archbishop, and hear when he first 

felt called to his vocation.  Deacon Dick Niggeman shares his experience of being homeless as a child and how it motivates his work in 

prison ministry.  Seminarian Christopher Klusman, who is deaf, talks about how he ―heard‖ his call to the priesthood and how he plans 

to minister not only to the deaf community but also to those who can hear. 

   

Watch "Catholic Knights presents Living Our Faith" Saturday, February 13, at noon, on WISN TV 12. The program also airs on Time War-

ner Cable's Wisconsin On Demand, Channel 411.  If you miss a show, every segment is available at www.livingourfaith.net.  

 

Mrs. Dodge in the Super Bowl?!? 
 

That is right J – Mrs. Dodge could be seen during the Super Bowl in a crazy commercial.  Any of you 

who watch CBS 58 have probably heard their ―Just Ten Minutes‖ jingle…. Well they had a contest to 

create a commercial with their jingle, and the group Mrs. Dodge sings in, The Treblemakers, decided to 

make a video and submit it to CBS.  Turns out they are in the final two!!!   You 

can help them win by voting at: 

 

http://www.cbs58.com/pages/just10contest/vote.php 

 

Mrs. Dodge‘s commercial is the top one titled ―Friends.‖  Scroll down to vote for our video.  You can vote 

once a day (per email address) up until the start of the Superbowl.  Please help them out!!!  And of 

course, feel free to pass this on to those you know!!!! 

http://www.livingourfaith.net/
http://www.cbs58.com/pages/just10contest/vote.php
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Parish News 
African Family Life 

In celebration of Black History Month and 

National Marriage Week, please join us 

for Nigerian speaker, Theresa Okafor, CEO 

of Life League of Africa, on Wednesday, 

February 10, 2010, at 6:30 pm, in the 

atrium of St. Martin de Porres Church, our 

sister parish, 128 W. Burleigh St., Milwau-

kee, WI 53212.  For more information, 

please call 414-372-3070.  Theresa is a 

passionate speaker with a desire to bring 

awareness of the necessity to preserve 

African heritage in a changing world. 

 

St. Robert‘s Lenten Project 

This Lent, help us stock St. Jude School in 

Uganda with much-needed children‘s 

books!  This project will replace Operation 

Rice Bowl this year.  St. Robert is currently 

helping to build St. Jude Primary School in 

Uganda, where Fr. Augustine went to 

school as a child.  Neither parents of St. 

Jude students nor the school itself can 

afford books for the children.  Our project 

will involve parishioners/school families 

purchasing and sending children‘s story 

books and educational books to Uganda.  

Details to follow.  

Ash Wednesday Schedule, February 17, 2010 

8:00 am:  School Mass with Distribution of Ashes 

12:10 pm:  Liturgy of the Word and Distribution of Ashes 

7:00 pm:  Mass with Distribution of Ashes 

School Advisory Board News 
The Technology (BLINK) Committee is responsible for strate-

gic planning and implementation of the ever-changing tech-

nology needs of our students and teachers to support the 

21st Century Learning Initiatives.  This committee is a close 

collaboration between SRS teachers, principal and parents to 

creatively find ways to integrate 21st Century Literacy into our 

curriculum.  Some of our current focus includes: 

o Developing a plan for future hardware purchases in the 

school. 

o Finding ways to keep up with the growing Integrated 

Technology (IT) support needs that are occurring in the 

school. 

o Writing a strategic plan for technology to meet the re-

quirements of the archdiocese. 

o Uncovering resources (both monetary and information) 

to support our goals. 

 

We are always in need of people who are ―tech‖ savvy and 

wish to join our committee.  We do meet once a month in the 

afternoon; so if you have questions or would like to join, 

please contact Matt Hietpas at mhietpas@me.com or 962-

1450. 

 

Attention St. Robert Parents:   

Do you have a digital still camera or digital video camera sitting around that you don‘t use anymore because you purchased 

the latest and greatest?  Why not donate that perfectly good equipment to SRS so that our students and teachers can put it 

to good use?  If you can help us out, please email Matt Hietpas (mhietpas@me.com), and he will happily coordinate your 

donation.  Thank you so much. 
 

 --your Technology Committee  

 

Scrip Corner 
Don't forget—next Sunday is Valentine's Day! The St. Robert Scrip 

volunteers have agreed to meet you in the back of church both 

this weekend and next so you won't be left empty 

handed when you see your sweetie(s). So go over that 

order form and place that order today. That way you 

will be guaranteed to get exactly what you want. Please 

keep in mind that the Emerald Auction is quickly upon us 

as well. Why not donate a gift card to 

complete that package or use the cards 

to purchase items for the package. Don't 

wait too long because their deadline is 

quickly approaching. Last but not least, 

here comes Spring break. We have airlines, hotels, car rentals, 

etc. CHECK THAT FORM! Make it a win-win for everyone.  

mailto:mhietpas@me.com
mailto:mhietpas@me.com
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Community News 
Census Job Information 

The U.S. government will be hiring census workers at $15/hr.  

Most jobs will start in April and last until the census is com-

pleted.  A qualifying test is required.  Call 944-0650 for the 

test sites nearest you.  Bring a driver‘s license or state ID card 

and your social security card, birth certificate, or passport to 

the testing.  A practice test can be downloaded at 

www.2010censusjobs.gov. 

 

Boutique Blowout 

Last weekend‘s Second Annual Boutique Blowout at Atwater 

was a huge success!  Over 300 people from all over the Mil-

waukee area attended, and over $1,400 was raised for the 

Drive to Disctinction (D2D) fundraising campaign  We‘re hop-

ing to bring this event back next year, so look for it in 

2011.  You will not want to miss it! 

Home & School Association News 
Father Daughter Dance 

So You Think You Can 

Dance?  Prove it to your 

daughter, Dads, by taking 

her to the Father Daugh-

ter Dance.  This rockin' event will take 

place in Reilly Hall on Saturday, 2/13, 

from 6-9:30 pm. Sweet treats, good 

company and, of course, DANCE music 

will run aplenty! We are accepting late 

RSVPs until Friday, 2/5.  Send in your 

form today!  If you have questions, 

please contact co-chairs Holly Ganther 

(hganther@hotmail.com, 906-0754) or 

Ellen Hayes (ehayesmd@hotmail.com, 

332-0662). 

 

Last Chance For the Book Fair! 

In case you missed the 

book fair or wished you 

bought a few more books, 

you have until February 

12th to place an order on line and earn 

money for St. Robert School.  Go to 

www.ubah.com/bf37527 to place your 

orders.  You can also access that link 

via www.welovetoread.com and click 

on ―e-fairs: St. Robert's School.‖  Con-

tact Mary Becker (839-2564) or 

Jeanette Corbett (840-3146) with 

questions.  

 

Notes from the President 

Thank you to Jeanette Corbett and 

Mary Becker for all of your hard work 

organizing the Usborne Book Fair. 

Thank you to Bob and Donna Stelter 

and Todd and Lisa Lewein for organiz-

ing the Pancake Breakfast. 

A big thanks to Grace Collopy and Mary 

Beth Keane for organizing Catholic 

Schools Week activities. 

Thanks to Willie and Sara Coffou for 

opening your home for the 3rd grade 

parents party on January 29th. 

On February 12th we will be hosting a 

Prospective Family Reception immedi-

ately following the all school mass.  

Please extend an invitation to anyone 

you know who is planning on enrolling 

or considering St. Robert School. 

 

Next Home & School Meeting: Wednes-

day, Feb.24th 6:30-9:00 p.m. 

Upcoming Home & School Events: 

Feb.-March – Battle of the Books 

Feb. 12th – Prospective Family  

             Coffee Reception 

Feb. 13th – Father/Daughter Dance 

Feb. 17th – Ash Wednesday 

February/March—Battle of the Books 

 

Scrabble Club 
Scrabble Club is back on Mondays during lunch recess for middle school stu-

dents.  Join Mrs. Haas in the Art Room beginning February 8th at 11:00 am and 

score some points! 

mailto:hganther@hotmail.com
mailto:ehayesmd@hotmail.com
http://www.ubah.com/bf37527
http://www.welovetoread.com


Open Gym:  Per the schedule below, the gym is ―open‖ from 

7:00-9:00 p.m. to play basketball.  No permission slip is 

necessary.  Contact Wayne Tews with questions. 

¶Saturday, 02/06 – 8th grade students 

¶Saturday, 02/13 – 7th grade students 

¶Saturday, 02/20 – 6th grade students 

  

Padre Bound! Congratulations to our 8th grade boys‘ team 

for their Padre bid!  

 

Golf Outing:  SAVE THE DATE!  The St. Robert 

2010 Golf Outing will be held on Friday, Septem-

ber 24th at Tripoli Country Club. 

 

Updates on the games that took place last week: 

The 5th grade boys are at the season's midpoint and both 

the Blue and White teams have played strong all year.  The 

White team is 3-2 in the Holy Family league and had a 4th 

place finish in the Port Catholic Tournament.  The Blue team 

is 3-1 in the Holy Family League and is participating in the 

Waukesha Catholic Knights Tournament starting this 

week.  Coach Reitman and Coach Ryland have seen great 

improvements in each team, and both are looking forward to 

a strong second half of the season. 

 

The 5th grade girls played a strong game against University 

School last weekend.  They won 11-4 and improved to 3-3 in 

league play. 

 

The 6th grade boys took fourth in the Holy Family tourna-

ment.  Although they were down by 15 at half-time of the 

last game, they did not give up and came back to get within 

2 points, making for a very exciting finish. 

 

As expected, the 6th grade girls game on Saturday morning 

provided for some fabulous entertainment.  There is a lot of 

athletic talent in this group and the teams were well-

matched.  The game was close and intense throughout but 

Blue finished on top 19-16.  

 

The 7th grade boys 'A' team lost a heartbreaker on Sunday 

vs. their cross town rival St. Monica.  After leading the entire 

game, the team lost the lead in the final minute of the game 

and a last second shot came up short. 

 

The 7th grade girls team continued their high level of play 

and went 3-0 this past weekend, including a victory in the 

championship game of the St. Margaret Mary tournament. 

This was an invitational tournament which showcased some 

Athletics 
of the top talent in the area.  Our Lady Bob-

cats played tenacious defense throughout 

the weekend, keeping their opponents to 

11 points or less in each game.  Congratu-

lations on your championship girls!  They play WCSS, who is 

also 6-0 in league play, on Saturday at 1:00. 

 

The 8th grade girls had four games this past weekend. In 

league play, the Bobcats applied full court pressure, jumped 

to an early lead, and beat Lumen Christi 32-20. They also 

played in the highly competitive St. Roman tournament, 

beating St. Dominic but losing to St. Roman in the second 

game and to Holy Apostles in the game for third place. The 

Bobcats received the St. Roman Tournament sportsmanship 

award, with the tournament officials praising the Bobcats for 

their hustle and effort through all four quarters of every 

game. 

 

Congratulations to the 8th grade boys for a third place finish 

in the St. Greg 16-team invitation tournament!  They played 

some great basketball during the tournament against some 

very, very tough teams and finished 3-1, only losing to the 

tournament champion, Holy Apostles.  That third-place 

match-up must have consumed them on Sunday because 

unfortunately, they suffered their first loss in league play 

that afternoon, leaving them 6-1 in league play and tied 

atop the very strong North Shore Conference. 

 

League games this weekend: 

Saturday, 02/06/10 

5th Girls   1:00 vs. Blessed Savior at Blessed Savior 

6th Girls White   10:00 vs. Lumen Christi at Catholic East 

6th Girls Blue    10:00 vs. St. Monica at St. Monica 

7th Girls    1:00 vs. WCSS at St. Margaret Mary 

8th Girls   10:00 vs. University School at University School 

5th Boys White    8:20 vs. St. Monica at Holy Family 

5th Boys Blue    9:15 vs. Catholic East at Holy Family 

6th Boys  12:00 vs. St. Monica at Catholic East 

 

Sunday, 02/07/10 

7th Boys ‗B‘    2:00 vs. Holy Family at Blessed Savior 

7th Boys ‗A‘     3:00 vs. Lumen Christ at St. Monica 

8th Boys    4:00 vs. St. Eugene at St. Eugene 

GO BOBCATS!! 
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