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The Gift of Community

Recently | attended a
School Advisory Board
meeting at which there was a
lengthy discussion on low
Mass attendanceMany ideas
were generated to improve
the liturgy in order to draw
more people back to
church. One member who
said nothing during the
discussion spoke up at the
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There was an
uncomfortable silence that
followed before the next
agenda item was
addressed.His words
touched something deep
within each member of the

of life, but they also keep us
from one another.We come
to Sunday Mass looking for
something we can barely
name and hope that we will
find it there. Maybe we will
find it in the greeting or the
music. We hope to be
renewed by the proclamation
of the Word or the homily or

by Rev. Dennis Dirkx

loved each otherHe opened
our eyes and our hearts to
understand that we are
brothers and sisters and that
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We have to build a
community here at St. Robert
Parish a vibrant, active
community of faith. The
responsibility of building
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carry us through the
week.

God looks into
our hearts and sees
the loneliness and
brokenness of our
lives. Moved with

a gift we
one

shoulders of every

parishioner old or

young.
Community

i Commu ni tisya gift we give to

one another. It is
nngt somgthing 1, or

Father Robert, or a

staff member can

give to
anot

Uganda 3 School Advisory Boardde is  pity God wishes to give you but it is
RCIA 3 right. ' - hee}l us, but we ' the gift we give to
We live quiet lives of resist. God looks at us in each other.Wherever you
RS ET 3 desperation in the midst of church on Sunday as a group find a strong community, you
people. | wonder how many  of individuals who long to be  will find that Mass attendance
XRIP 4 of us come to Sunday Mass  connected with one another, is up. Community building
after a week of feeling but seem to have lost the means we have to go beyond
Save the Dates 4

Schedule for Lent,
Holy Week, and Easter 4

disconnected.Take away our
cell phones, iPods, radios,
computers and TVs and we
would discover the emptiness
and loneliness that these
things cover up.

One of the greatest

way. Oftentimes | have
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community or a group of
individuals here at St. Robert
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member of the School
Advisory Board contemplated

obstacles | had to overcome in the same thing.

priesthood was loneliness. It
eats at the soul and we are

The Third Eucharistic
Prayer for Children puts it

left with a gnawing feeling. At right in our faces. It reads,

the least our instruments of
distraction keep us from
confronting the deeper issues
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because people had turned
away from you and no longer
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our comfort zone.

gHere hre some
suggestions for practicing
community building during
iKS

J

2 7

ewSYSYOSNXO2YYdzy A

begins with me.

¢ Sit in different places in
church on Sunday and
introduce yourself to
people around you.
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continued on page 4
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St Robert P byMargardt MathesvssSankovitz,
Life Long Member

The fellow frying bratwurst at the  beautify and maintain the
St. Robert Fair in Jun@ ¢ KS gardensw ¢KS LI NRAKR2YS
catechist working with Religious  faithfully attends weekend

Education students on Sunday Massesw ¢tKS Ty 6K akK
mormningw ¢ KS LIS N& 2 yblleyball arid Yaskethall Games to
: ; chicken (making the jello, cooking root for the home teamsw ¢t KS

j%egf:n‘:fer? ;2% ;tbmﬁgspc?gtgr’tesy the mac and cheese) for the parish staff and school faculty who

of Kate Jurgens ’ monthly St. Vincent de Paul are loyal and professionab ¢ KS
meal w The lectors, ushers and clergy who serve parishioners
Eucharist ministers serving aF ONI YSydl ffe ) / K]
faithfully at Masses each kickball on the playground during
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are faithful to their stewardship Word of God at schoal liturgie®
pledgesw ¢ KS LIS NA 2 e HayKamily, Wagi, and
companions and sponsors for RCIAshepherds gatheredn the stable
candidatesw ¢ KS & OK 2 & the GhllisthBsyEiieiLive Natividy
who organize the Emerald The people washing feet and
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prayers who are part of the the cross on Good Friday.

Prayer Networkw ¢KS This is St. Robert Parish:

presiders at Morning people of God who work and pray
Prayerw ¢ KS f 2 8tbgbthed IStNIOeK Balsh is a
and his assistants who spiritual home.
Introducing Catechesis of the Good Shepherd by Marybeth Hackbarth,
Holy Family Parishioner
We are delighted to announce an the religious life of children? currently being prepared in a
exciting new opportunity for three In an atrium the child can charming little room beneath the
and fouryear olds of St. Robert ponder a biblical passage or a prayerchurch.
Parish! In September 2010, St. Rober from the liturgy by taking the There is much work to be done
will offer a special Christian Formation material for that text and working and there are many ways for
program called "The Catechesis of the with itt placing wood figures of parishioners to offer help. We
Good Shepherd.” sheep in a sheepfold of the Good  hope to have the atrium ready this
As described avww.cgsusa.org ~ Shepherd, setting sculpted apostles Spring and we are excited for you
"The Catechesis of the Good around a Last Supper table, or to visit the room when it is
Shepherd is an approach to the preparing a small altar with the completed.
religious formation of children. It is furnishings used for the Eucharist." Please contact Galil
rooted in the Bible, the liturgy of the These are just a few examples ofDeFrancisco at 332164, ext. 3032,
Church, and the educational the materials that will be included in for more information about the
principles of Maria Montessori. the atrium at St. Robert. The program, how to register your
Children gather in an "atrium," a program will be a gracflled way for child, and for ways you might help
room prepared for them, which the children of St. Robert to in preparing the environment.
contains simple yet beautiful encounter God. The program will be Finally, we ask you to please keep

materials that they use. You may be offered during the 11:00 Liturgy on the program in prayer in these
wondering how these materials help  Sundays. The atrium environment is months ahead. God bless you!



http://www.cgsusa.org
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An Instant Library for St. Jude School in Uganda:

St Robertos
Background

As you may know, St. Robert
has undertaken to rebuild St. Jude
Primary School in a village in
Uganda called Baakijjulula.

While progress continues on
construction, we have the
opportunity to equip St. Jude with
a library. There are essentially no
books at St. Jude. This Lent, our
parish can provide their library
virtually overnight.

Step 1

Visit a local book store and
LIzNOKI 88 2y S 2 NJ
books biography, geography,
fiction, howto, classics, picture
books, prayer books, or reference
books. Hard cover is preferred to
paperback, but not necessary.
English is the compulsory second
language for students at St. Jude

which is a Catholic school educating Prother and sister are waiting

students in grades 1 through 8.

Ages correspond roughly to those in BY the end of Lent, St. Jude will
the US (6 through 14). Please send have alibrary!

only books; do not send anything
that include a CD or GROM.
Our Lenten project is registered at

Lent en Ou tbhyGlise Ardersad, @adtddal Associate
Open Book Gop on Oakland
Avenue and at the Learning
Shop in the Brown Port
shopping center. Both stores
have a list of suggested titles on
hand. (Consider usirgrrifor
your purchase, where possible!)
Storage of the books at St. Jude
has been organized.

Step 2 -

Place the books in the pre Some of St. J
addressed bubble envelopes

provided in churchandinthe A Thank you for the

Parish Office and School Office. will benefit our St. Jude children with

a English books. You cannot imagine how
valuable this will be to children in rural
Uganda. Both the schools and the
parents cannot affo

oaFr .

Step 3

Mail the package through the
US Postal Service by Palm
Sunday, March 28, 2010. This
form of transmission has been
proven to be simple and reliable
G2 ! 3L yRI ® C NI

Augustineos

for the packages in Kampala.

Traditional dwelling

RCIA

Lent is a Period of Purification
and Enlightenment for the Rites of
Christian Initiation participants. Itis
a time when they are encouraged
to renew their hearts and recreate
their lives in the image of Christ.

We welcome their examples, as

we also search our hearts during
Lent. When we join together to
pray, fast, and perform good works,
we will all come to Easter renewed
and recreated.

During this Lenten period, the
RCIA catechumens and candidates

by Donna Shriner

will participate in various RCIA rites celebrate with them at the Easter
celebrated at St. Robert: Vigil, Saturday, April 3, at 8:00 pm.
¢ The Rite of Sending on Sunday, Until then, please encourage them
February 21, at the 8:30 am and continue to pray for them.
Mass
e Scrutiny | on Sunday, March 7,
at the 8:30 am Mass
e Scrutiny Il on Sunday, March
21, at the 8:30 am Mass

This Easter season St. Robert
will welcome three adults and three
children for baptism and five adults
into full communion with the
Catholic Church. Please come to

Adult Confirmation

Any adult Catholic interested in re-
ceiving the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion this spring is invited to call
Donna Shriner at (414) 33264,

ext. 3045.
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SCRIP by Kathy Wyatt,

Parish Council Member

Support local and national businesses and
turn they will support us. When you purchase
SCRIRift cards for everyday shopping or as gifts
businesses are willing to give us (a fpyofit
organization) a percentage of the card value.
,2dz FNB YIF{Ay3a I aR2y|
additional money.

Please take the time to place an order today.
Contact Kathy Wyatt at 962691 with your
questions.

Th

Save the Dates!

aclion

March 13, 2010
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St. Robert Fair
Saturday, June 5, and
Sunday, June 6, 2010!
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Schedule for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter

Ash Wednesday

Wednesday, February 17, 2010

8:00 am: School Mass with
Distribution of Ashes

12:10 pm: Liturgy of the Word and
Distribution of Ashes

7:00 pm: Mass with Distribution of
Ashes

Lenten Communal Reconciliation
with Archbishop Listecki

Monday, February 22, 2010

7:00 pm atSt. Monica Parish

North Shore Communal
Reconciliation Service
Tuesday, March 23, 2010

7:00 pm at St. Robert

Palm Sunday Weekend

Saturday,March 27, 2010

Mass: 4:30 pm

Sunday, March 28010

Mass: 8:30 am, 11:00 am, & 5:30 pm
All Masses begin with Blessing of
Palms in the gym, weather
permitting

Holy Thursday

Thursday, April 1, 2010

Morning Prayer:8:15 am

Mass of the Lord's Suppe7:00 pm
Eucharistic Exposition until 10:00 pm

Good Friday

Friday, April 2, 2010

Morning Prayer:8:15 am

Serviceof the Lord'sPassion:1:00pm

Easter Vigil

Saturday, April 3, 2010

Morning Prayer:8:15 am, followed
by Blessing of Easter Baskets

Easter Vigil Mass8:00 pm

Easter Sunday Morning

Sunday, April 4, 2010

Masses:8:30 am, 11:00 am
There will be no 5:30 pm on
Easter Sunday.

At St. Robert, we aim to have no
meetings during Holy Week in order
to allow as many people as possible
to participate in the liturgies and to
keep the solemnity of the week.

continued from page 1

¢ Participate in the Mass by singing
and responding to the
prayers. Good participation is at
the heart of community building.

e Become involved in one of the
liturgical ministries music
minister, lector, Eucharistic
minister, usher, or leader of
/| KAt RNBy Qa [ A dzN

e Become involved in the parish
outside of Sunday Masgoin a

committee, participate in one of
the outreach ministries of the
parish, attend the adult formation
the parish offers, such as Bible
study, the adult lecture series,
Dogma and Donuts, etc.

o If there is hospitality after Mass,
join in! Have a cup of coffee and
chat with fellow parishioners.

e Invite a friend who has been away
from the Church to come to
Sunday Mass with youlr'ake him/
her for breakfast at City Market.
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Market SCRIP card!)

¢ Before leaving church, wish
people around you a good week.

e Pray for the parishioners of St.
Robert Parishlt builds a spiritual
bond.
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with me. Come to Sunday Mass
to give of yourself so that you can
receive.
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http://www.st-monica.org/

