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of life, but they also keep us 
from one another.  We come 
to Sunday Mass looking for 
something we can barely 
name and hope that we will 
find it there.  Maybe we will 
find it in the greeting or the 
music.  We hope to be 
renewed by the proclamation 
of the Word or the homily or 
ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀƴǘΩǎ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ  We 
need something to 
take with us that will 
carry us through the 
week. 

God looks into 
our hearts and sees 
the loneliness and 
brokenness of our 
lives.  Moved with 
pity God wishes to 
heal us, but we 
resist.  God looks at us in 
church on Sunday as a group 
of individuals who long to be 
connected with one another, 
but seem to have lost the 
way.  Oftentimes I have 
ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘΣ ά!ǊŜ ǿŜ ŀ 
community or a group of 
individuals here at St. Robert 
tŀǊƛǎƘΚέ  L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
member of the School 
Advisory Board contemplated 
the same thing.   

The Third Eucharistic 
Prayer for Children puts it 
right in our faces.  It reads, 
ά¸ƻǳ ǎŜƴǘ IƛƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
because people had turned 
away from you and no longer 

Recently I attended a 
School Advisory Board 
meeting at which there was a 
lengthy discussion on low 
Mass attendance.  Many ideas 
were generated to improve 
the liturgy in order to draw 
more people back to 
church.  One member who 
said nothing during the 
discussion spoke up at the 
ŜƴŘΦ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLŦ ǿŜ ōǳƛƭŘ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜΦέ   

There was an 
uncomfortable silence that 
followed before the next 
agenda item was 
addressed.  His words 
touched something deep 
within each member of the 
School Advisory Board.  He is 
right. 

We live quiet lives of 
desperation in the midst of 
people.  I wonder how many 
of us come to Sunday Mass 
after a week of feeling 
disconnected.  Take away our 
cell phones, iPods, radios, 
computers and TVs and we 
would discover the emptiness 
and loneliness that these 
things cover up.   

One of the greatest 
obstacles I had to overcome in 
priesthood was loneliness.  It 
eats at the soul and we are 
left with a gnawing feeling.  At 
the least our instruments of 
distraction keep us from 
confronting the deeper issues 

loved each other.  He opened 
our eyes and our hearts to 
understand that we are 
brothers and sisters and that 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀƭƭΦέ 

We have to build a 
community here at St. Robert 
Parishτa vibrant, active 
community of faith.  The 
responsibility of building 
community falls on the 

shoulders of every 
parishioner old or 
young.     

Community 
is a gift we give to 
one another.  It is 
not something I, or 
Father Robert, or a 
staff member can 
give you but it is 
the gift we give to 

each other.  Wherever you 
find a strong community, you 
will find that Mass attendance 
is up.  Community building 
means we have to go beyond 
our comfort zone. 

Here are some 
suggestions for practicing 
community building during 
Lent: 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΧŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
begins with me. 

Sit in different places in 
church on Sunday and 
introduce yourself to 
people around you. 

ñCommunity is 

a gift we give to 

one another.ò 

continued on page 4 
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Introducing Catechesis of the Good Shepherd                                 by Marybeth Hackbarth, 

Holy Family Parishioner 

St Robert Parish Isé       by Margaret Mathews Sankovitz,  

Life Long Member  

beautify and maintain the 
gardens  ω  ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊ ǿƘƻ 
faithfully attends weekend 
Masses  ω  ¢ƘŜ Ŧŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǳǇ ŀǘ 
volleyball and basketball games to 
root for the home teams  ω  ¢ƘŜ 
parish staff and school faculty who 
are loyal and professional  ω  ¢ƘŜ 
clergy who serve parishioners 
ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ  ω  /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ 
kickball on the playground during 
recess  ω  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Word of God at school liturgies  ω 
The Holy Family, Magi, and 
shepherds gathered  in the stable 
at the Christmas Eve Live Nativity  ω  
The people washing feet and 
having their feet washed at Holy 
Thursday Mass  ω  ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƭŜƳƴ 
procession of believers venerating 
the cross on Good Friday. 

This is St. Robert Parish:  
people of God who work and pray 
together.  St. Robert Parish is a 
spiritual home. 

The fellow frying bratwurst at the 
St. Robert Fair in June  ω  ¢ƘŜ 
catechist working with Religious 
Education students on Sunday 
morning  ω  ¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
chicken (making the jello, cooking 
the mac and cheese) for the 
monthly St. Vincent de Paul 
meal  ω  The lectors, ushers and 
Eucharist ministers serving 
faithfully at Masses each 
weekend  ω  ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ 
are faithful to their stewardship 
pledges  ω  ¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ 
companions and sponsors for RCIA 
candidates  ω  ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
who organize the Emerald 

Auction  ω  ¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ 
sort donated items for the 
wǳƳƳŀƎŜ {ŀƭŜ  ω  ¢ƘŜ 
prayers who are part of the 
Prayer Network  ω  ¢ƘŜ 
presiders at Morning 
Prayer  ω  ¢ƘŜ ƭƻȅŀƭ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ 
and his assistants who 

currently being prepared in a 
charming little room beneath the 
church. 

There is much work to be done 
and there are many ways for 
parishioners to offer help.  We 
hope to have the atrium ready this 
Spring and we are excited for you 
to visit the room when it is 
completed.   

Please contact Gail 
DeFrancisco at 332-1164, ext. 3032, 
for more information about the 
program, how to register your 
child, and for ways you might help 
in preparing the environment.  
Finally, we ask you to please keep 
the program in prayer in these 
months ahead.  God bless you! 

We are delighted to announce an 
exciting new opportunity for three- 
and four-year olds of St. Robert 
Parish!  In September 2010, St. Robert 
will offer a special Christian Formation 
program called "The Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd."   

As described at www.cgsusa.org, 
"The Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd is an approach to the 
religious formation of children. It is 
rooted in the Bible, the liturgy of the 
Church, and the educational 
principles of Maria Montessori. 
Children gather in an "atrium," a 
room prepared for them, which 
contains simple yet beautiful 
materials that they use.  You may be 
wondering how these materials help 

the religious life of children?   
In an atrium the child can 

ponder a biblical passage or a prayer 
from the liturgy by taking the 
material for that text and working 
with itτplacing wood figures of 
sheep in a sheepfold of the Good 
Shepherd, setting sculpted apostles 
around a Last Supper table, or 
preparing a small altar with the 
furnishings used for the Eucharist." 

These are just a few examples of 
the materials that will be included in 
the atrium at St. Robert. The 
program will be a grace-filled way for 
the children of St. Robert to 
encounter God.  The program will be 
offered during the 11:00 Liturgy on 
Sundays.  The atrium environment is 

Scenes from the St. Nick Party, 

4 December 2009; photos courtesy  

of Kate Jurgens 

http://www.cgsusa.org
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An Instant Library for St. Jude School in Uganda: 

St. Robertôs Lenten Outreach 2010                              by Claire Anderson, Pastoral Associate 

Background 
As you may know, St. Robert 

has undertaken to rebuild St. Jude 
Primary School in a village in 
Uganda called Baakijjulula.   

While progress continues on 
construction, we have the 
opportunity to equip St. Jude with  
a library.  There are essentially no 
books at St. Jude.  This Lent, our 
parish can provide their library 
virtually overnight. 
 

Step 1 
Visit a local book store and 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
booksτbiography, geography, 
fiction, how-to, classics, picture 
books, prayer books, or reference 
books.  Hard cover is preferred to 
paperback, but not necessary.  
English is the compulsory second 
language for students at St. Jude 
which is a Catholic school educating 
students  in grades 1 through 8.  
Ages correspond roughly to those in 
the US (6 through 14).  Please send 
only books; do not send anything 
that include a CD or CD-ROM. 
Our Lenten project is registered at 

Open Book Co-op on Oakland 
Avenue and at the Learning 
Shop in the Brown Port 
shopping center.  Both stores 
have a list of suggested titles on 
hand.  (Consider using SCRIP for 
your purchase, where possible!)  
Storage of the books at St. Jude 
has been organized. 
 

Step 2 
Place the books in the pre-
addressed bubble envelopes 
provided in church and in the 
Parish Office and School Office.   
 

Step 3 
Mail the package through the 
US Postal Service by Palm 
Sunday, March 28, 2010.  This 
form of transmission has been 
proven to be simple and reliable 
ǘƻ ¦ƎŀƴŘŀΦ  CǊΦ !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜΩǎ 
brother and sister are waiting 
for the packages in Kampala.   
By the end of Lent, St. Jude will 
have a library! 

RCIA                                                                                                           by Donna Shriner 

celebrate with them at the Easter 
Vigil, Saturday, April 3, at 8:00 pm.  
Until then, please encourage them 
and continue to pray for them. 

Lent is a Period of Purification 
and Enlightenment for the Rites of 
Christian Initiation participants.  It is 
a time when they are encouraged 
to renew their hearts and recreate 
their lives in the image of Christ. 

We welcome their examples, as 
we also search our hearts during 
Lent.  When we join together to 
pray, fast, and perform good works, 
we will all come to Easter renewed 
and re-created.   

During this Lenten period, the 
RCIA catechumens and candidates 

will participate in various RCIA rites 
celebrated at St. Robert:   

The Rite of Sending on Sunday, 
February 21, at the 8:30 am 
Mass 

Scrutiny I on Sunday, March 7, 
at the 8:30 am Mass 

Scrutiny III on Sunday, March 
21, at the 8:30 am Mass 

 

This Easter season St. Robert 
will welcome three adults and three 
children for baptism and five adults 
into full communion with the 
Catholic Church.  Please come to 

ñThank you for the Lenten project that 

will benefit our St. Jude children with 

English books.  You cannot imagine how 

valuable this will be to children in rural 

Uganda.  Both the schools and the 

parents cannot afford reading materials.ò 
 

ðFr. Augustineôs brother Joseph 

Some of St. Judeôs students 

Traditional dwelling 

Any adult Catholic interested in re-
ceiving the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion this spring is invited to call 
Donna Shriner at (414) 332-1164, 
ext. 3045. 

Adult Confirmation   
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Schedule for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter 

Easter Vigil 
Saturday, April 3, 2010 
Morning Prayer:  8:15 am, followed 

by Blessing of Easter Baskets 
Easter Vigil Mass:  8:00 pm 
 

Easter Sunday Morning 
Sunday, April 4, 2010 
Masses:  8:30 am, 11:00 am 

There will be no 5:30 pm on 
Easter Sunday. 

 

At St. Robert, we aim to have no 
meetings during Holy Week in order 
to allow as many people as possible 
to participate in the liturgies and to 
keep the solemnity of the week. 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, February 17, 2010 
8:00 am:  School Mass with 

Distribution of Ashes 
12:10 pm:  Liturgy of the Word and 

Distribution of Ashes 
7:00 pm:  Mass with Distribution of 

Ashes 
 

Lenten Communal Reconciliation 
    with Archbishop Listecki 
Monday, February 22, 2010 
7:00 pm at St. Monica Parish 
 

North Shore Communal 
Reconciliation Service 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010 
7:00 pm at St. Robert 
 

Palm Sunday Weekend 
Saturday, March 27, 2010 
Mass:  4:30 pm  
Sunday, March 28, 2010 
Mass:  8:30 am, 11:00 am, & 5:30 pm  

All Masses begin with Blessing of 
Palms in the gym, weather 
permitting 

 

Holy Thursday 
Thursday, April 1, 2010 
Morning Prayer:  8:15 am 
Mass of the Lord's Supper:  7:00 pm 
Eucharistic Exposition until 10:00 pm 
 

Good Friday 
Friday, April 2, 2010 
Morning Prayer:  8:15 am 
Service of the Lord's Passion:  1:00 pm 

SCRIP                           by Kathy Wyatt, 

Parish Council Member 

Support local and national businesses and in 
turn they will support us.  When you purchase 
SCRIP gift cards for everyday shopping or as gifts, 
businesses are willing to give us (a non-profit 
organization) a percentage of the card value.      
¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ άŘƻƴŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
additional money. 

Please take the time to place an order today. 
Contact Kathy Wyatt at 962-5691 with your 
questions. 

St. Robert Fair 
Saturday, June 5, and 
Sunday, June 6, 2010! 

Save the Dates! 

ό5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ȅƻǳǊ /ƛǘȅ 
Market SCRIP card!) 

Before leaving church, wish 
people around you a good week. 

Pray for the parishioners of St. 
Robert Parish.  It builds a spiritual 
bond. 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΧƎƻƻŘ ƭƛǘǳǊƎȅ ōŜƎƛƴǎ 
with me.  Come to Sunday Mass 
to give of yourself so that you can 
receive. 

Participate in the Mass by singing 
and responding to the 
prayers.  Good participation is at 
the heart of community building. 

Become involved in one of the 
liturgical ministriesτmusic 
minister, lector, Eucharistic 
minister, usher, or leader of 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘΦ 

Become involved in the parish 
outside of Sunday Massτjoin a 

committee, participate in one of 
the outreach ministries of the 
parish, attend the adult formation 
the parish offers, such as Bible 
study, the adult lecture series, 
Dogma and Donuts, etc. 

If there is hospitality after Mass, 
join in! Have a cup of coffee and 
chat with fellow parishioners. 

Invite a friend who has been away 
from the Church to come to 
Sunday Mass with you.  Take him/
her for breakfast at City Market. 

continued from page 1 
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