
 

Lent is a season of mercy and redemption during 

which we walk a parallel journey with Jesus 

through His last forty days to the cross.  We are 

penitential as we honor His sacrifice.  We fast.  

We improve our lives so to be worthy of the re-

demption of the Cross.  We give alms.   We draw 

closer to Him.  We pray. 

 

These practices are as natu-

ral to Catholics as breathing, 

but do we incorporate them 

into our lives in a way that 

pushes us to grow with each 

passing day, with each pass-

ing year?  Lent is also a call to 

conversion; a process of spiri-

tual growth that presumes movement from one 

state of being to another. 

 

During this season of Lent, your children and 

their teachers will be working on developing a 

prayer practice that we hope will move us to a 

deeper relationship with God.   It’s easy to think 

of prayer as talking to God.  We do it regularly 

and we’re pretty good at it.  We praise and adore.  

We petition.  We give thanks.  But real relation-

ship is built on a foundation of communication 

that is bi-directional.  If the ultimate goal of 

prayer is to make an intimate connection with 

God – to build an ever-deepening relationship – 

then, in addition to talking, we must engage in 

active listening. 

 

Our lives are filled with responsibilities to our 

families our friends, ourselves; to our fundamen-

tal obligations of work, school, household.  Our 

days are filled with the chronic busy-ness of com-

munication and information and activity and 

noise – our cell phones, our e-mail, the car radio; 

our i-pods and TV and Internet.  And we must 

leave some space for leisure, which is important 

to our wellness and cannot be minimized. 

 

When our days are impossibly full, we can’t possi-

bly hear the voice of God. But what if we started 

with God as the first part of our day, the center-

piece of our lives, the anchor, the heartbeat, the 

breath?  Could He become our energy for all the 

rest, the glue that holds everything together?  

Your children have been invited to cultivate their 

listening skills this Lent as a 

way to enter into a deeper 

relationship with God. 

 

They will learn that He speaks 

to us through the voices of 

others, in the sounds of His 

magnificent natural world, 

and through Scripture, of 

course.  But perhaps most importantly, most pow-

erfully, they will learn that He speaks to us in the 

silence.  It’s hard to stop the noise of our human-

ity long enough to hear Him there.  It’s something 

we need to practice.  Lent is a good time to make 

some changes that will open our minds and 

hearts to God’s part of the communication.  I 

invite you to join us in this journey. 

 

A great way to start would be to join us for Soup, 

Salad, and Stations of the Cross Friday night at 

6:00…A little quiet, a little community, a lot of 

good. 

 

Are you listening? 

 

 
 

O Lord, I’m listening.  Let everything I do 

this day and in this season of Lent come from 

you and be inspired by you. 
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can have faith in. 

SCHOOL HOURS 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 

     7:50 am—3:05 pm 

Wednesdays: 

     7:50 am—2:05 pm 

Half-Time Students: 

     7:50 am—11:30 am 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

2/23 9:30 am 

Opera for the Young, 

“Rusalka,” K4-5th Gr 

 

 

2/24 

Middle School Service Day 

 

2/24 6:30 pm 

Home & School Meeting 

 

 

2/25 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 3rd-Yannett/

Halley.  SAM Collection:  

canned chili & stew, crackers, 

canned vegetables & fruits 

 

 

2/26 NO SCHOOL 

INSERVICE DAY 

 

 

3/1—3/12 

Iowa Basics Testing, 3rd, 5th & 

7th Gr 

 

 

3/1 8:30 am 

Public Museum, Dead Sea 

Scrolls, 6th, 7th & 8th Gr 

 

 

3/2 Morning 

Mary Tooley, 2nd Gr 

 

3/2 9:30 am 

Art Museum, 4th Gr 

 

3/2 Afternoon 

Mary Tooley, 3rd Gr 

 

 

3/4 Morning 

Mary Tooley, K4 & K5 

 

3/4 1:30 pm 

Mary Tooley, 1st Gr 

For a more complete listing of upcoming events, see the on-line calendar (control + click to follow the link): 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html 
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2/26—NO SCHOOL,  

     INSERVICE DAY 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html
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MORNING DROP-OFF 

Maryland Avenue drop-off is for kindergarten students only.  If you are dropping off older students, please drop them off on the 

west side of Farwell Avenue. 

 

REPORTING ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS 

Please call the school office attendance line each day your student will be absent or late.  Provide student’s name and teacher 

or room number, your name, and reason for the absence (be specific as to symptoms if ill—e.g., fever over 100 degrees, 

cough, body aches, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea) or late arrival.  If hot lunch is needed, please also indicate which entrée is 

preferred (hot lunch orders must be placed by 10:00 am). 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

School office hours are 7:30 am-3:30 pm Monday through Friday.  If it’s after hours, please check out Edline and the 

school website at www.strobert.org for lots of helpful information. 

Notes from the Office 

 

Quotable Kindergarteners 
―What happens to all of the toofes that 

we give to the toof fairy?‖ 

 

―Hey, I found a Donimo!‖ 

Geography Bee Results 
Congratulations to 7th Grader John Turner—

Geography Bee Champion, and to our runners-up: 

4th Graders Aidan Frazier & Andres Torres, 5th 

Graders Max Janairo & Ryan Goetter, 6th Graders 

Lydia Haasl & Teresa Linn, 7th Grader Aidan 

Flanagan, and 8th Graders Danny Jarosz & Corwin 

Weeks. 

Dominican High School  

Academic Challenge 2010 
Congratulations to all who participated in the Do-

minican High School Academic Challenge. 

7th Grade Winners (1stPlace—$500 scholarship, 

2nd Place—$200 scholarship): 

Clement Mattox—2nd Place French  

Sam Monnat—1st Place French  

Ellie Schueller—2nd Place Religion 

Leo Konewko—1st Place Spanish 

8th Grade Winners (1st Place—$1000 scholarship, 

2nd Place—$500 scholarship): 

Patrick Byrne—2nd Place English 

Tim Jurgens—2nd Place French 

Emmett Conlon—1st Place French 

Eric Aasen—1st Place Science 

The Iowa Test of Basic Skills, the Archdiocesan standardized achievement testing program, will be administered to grades 3, 5, and 7 

the week of March 1st.  Please clear your child’s calendar of any superfluous activity during this week and take extra efforts to make 

sure they are well-fed, well-hydrated, and well-rested.  It is expected that all students will be present for testing unless they are ill. 

 

NEW THIS YEAR:  Make up testing will be provided only for students who are sick.  Parents who wish to excuse their children from 

school for appointments or other family business during testing will be assessed a fee for make-up testing, which is provided by a 

trained and paid substitute proctor. 

Mark Your Calendars! 



Kids Helping Kids Raffle 2010 
 
Time is running low to earn our sales bonus!  We need every family to help 
reach the goal!! 
 

We have received a very generous “offer:” 
¶ If we can sell $10,000 worth of tickets by 2/26/10, then we will receive 

$3500 bonus to help us underwrite our raffle prize this year!! 
¶ )Æ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÁÌ ×Å ÌÏÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎȦȦ 
 

We can do it!! We can do it! 
 

Remember if you’re running low on tickets, you can get more from the 
school office.  If it’s not open, call or email Mr. O’Neill—he will deliver $100 
or more in tickets. 
 

We hope each family takes the Kids Helping Kids raffle mission to heart 
and helps us raise funds to support Our school and After Breast Cancer 
Diagnosis!!  The cure is still eluding us but expressing love and support is 
always an important part of healing and surviving….. 
 

Any questions contact Joe O’Neill 
znewone@yahoo.com 

Home & School Association News 
Middle School Showcase 

HONK! Jr. will be this year’s musical.  

All Middle Schoolers interested in par-

ticipating 

should come 

to the Work-

shop next 

Thursday, 

Feb. 25th 

from 3:15 to 

6:00 in the Library.  HONK! won the 

Olivier Award in 2000 for Best Musical 

(beating out The Lion King and 

Mamma Mia). It is based on the story 

of the ugly duckling, but is a very crea-

tive show with witty British humor.  

There are a variety of parts for both 

male and female performers, so we 

hope a lot of kids will come to the 

Workshop to find out more!  Auditions 

will be on Tuesday, March 2 from 6:30-

9:00 p.m. in the Music Room.  Call 

Backs will occur on Saturday, March 6 

from 2:00-4:30 p.m. Questions, con-

cerns? Contact Joe O’Neill, Claudia 

Mitchell, or Mary Beth Keane. 

Upcoming Home & School Events: 

Feb. 24th – Home & School Meeting, 6:30-9:00 pm 

Mar. 13th – Emerald Auction 
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Catholic Knights Presents Living Our Faith 
The February 27th "Catholic Knights presents Living Our Faith" episode, hosted by Milwaukee Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki, examines 

social media as a new means of evangelization.  Hear from Otilio Fernández, volunteer host of Mensajero Católico, about the Saturday 

morning Spanish language radio program on La Gran D in Milwaukee. The program helps keep the Hispanic community informed about 

news and events in the archdiocese.  Learn how social media is contributing to the growth of several Catholic young adult groups in the 

archdiocese. Virginia Zignego, communication director for Pro Life Wisconsin and Lolec, talks about the important role social media 

plays in the ways she communicates with her audiences.  In addition, this week’s filmed feature spotlights Mike Hayes, author, 

―Googling God,‖ and the developer of www.BustedHalo.com.  

 

Watch "Catholic Knights presents Living Our Faith" Saturday, February 27th, at noon, on WISN TV 12. The program also airs on Time 

Warner Cable's Wisconsin On Demand, Channel 411.  If you miss a show, every segment is available at www.livingourfaith.net.  

 

Scrip Corner 
Lent is a time of sacrifice and giving, of reflection and action. 

Now is the time to give-up the resistance to participating in the 

Scrip program and actually take the time to review the order 

form. Make that sacrifice once a week and then order just one 

card each week.  You will have sacrificed your time, and by order-

ing a card to businesses you already support or would like to 

support, you will be giving beyond tithings to YOUR parish. A little 

reflection, a little sacrifice and giving (of time), and a little action 

is all it takes. How painless can that be. Think about the auction 

and what cards you can use to complete a package or actually 

create a package. The deadline for the 

pledged item is Feb. 20th, but you need 

not bring in the item until just before 

the auction. So, there is still time to 

order. Don't forget about Spring Break. 

We have hotels, airlines, car rentals, 

gas cards, and cards for just about everything you might need for 

your trip or stay at home break. We also have cards/certificates 

for the purchase of books for Uganda. Scrip covers pretty much 

everything. Please give us a try.  

2009-10 Parent Survey Results 
Included with this issue of Family Matters are the summary results of the 2009-2010 parent survey of school effectiveness.  Thank you 

to everyone who took the time to complete a survey.  We were successful in our effort to increase parent participation this year.  These 

results, along with any narrative comments submitted, have been reviewed by the faculty and the School Advisory Board who looked for 

trends or possible areas for future school improvement.  Copies of the narrative comments are also available by parent request.  Please 

contact Lisa Lesjak in the advancement office if you have any questions about these results or to review the narrative comments. 

 

“Ask Us Why” Sign Pick-Up 
Parent volunteers are in the process of picking up the Ask Us Why yard signs.  If for any reason you took 

your sign out of your yard and are storing it in your garage or basement, please drop it off in the school 

or advancement office.  Those parents who live out of our delivery area who graciously posted their own 

yard signs are asked to also return them to the school at your convenience.  If you ever wonder if the 

yard signs have an impact, ask parent Lisa Featherstone, who was recently asked by a visitor, ―So I’ve 

seen your signs, tell me why I should choose St. Robert School?‖  Thanks Mrs. Featherstone for a great answer and thanks to all of you 

for another successful Ask Us Why campaign! 

http://www.BustedHalo.com
http://www.livingourfaith.net/


Open Gym:  Saturday, 2/20 ς 7:00-9:00 p.m. ς 7th grade 
 

Padre Bound! The schedule has been posted for both 
our 8th grade girls and boys.  Check out thepadre-
serra.org for details. 
  

Golf Outing:  SAVE THE DATE!  The St. Robert 
2010 Golf Outing will be held on Friday, Sep-
tember 24th at Tripoli Country Club. 

 
Updates on the games that took place last week: 
The Blue and White 5th grade boys teams have contin-
ued their great progress.  The Blue team participated in 
the St. Mary's Waukesha tournament over the past two 
weeks and finished with a 1-2 record in pool play.  They 
showed a lot of heart in their final game at St. Mary's!  
The Blue team also continues their strong league play 
and enters the last week of division play with only one 
loss.  The White team played a tough Holy Family team 
last week and came up short.  The Blue and White 
teams will be playing each other this Saturday at Holy 
Family at 8:20.  Go Bobcats!  

 
Both 6th grade girls teams were victorious on Saturday.  
Team Blue had a close, physical game against Lumen 
Christi, winning by 2.  Team White played ICS and won 
big. 

 
Congratulations to the 7th grade boys B team on their 
first win of the basketball season!  It was a close game, 
start to finish, but they worked hard, controlled the 
boards and won 23-нл ƻǾŜǊ {ǘΦ 9ǳƎŜƴŜΩǎΦ 

 
The 7th grade boys A team had a long overdue win 
Sunday afternoon.  The team hopes to take the winning 
momentum to the weekend where they will play four 
games in three days.  

 
The 7th grade girls lost their first league game in three 
ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǘΦ 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎΩǎ ƛƴ h¢ мф-18. They jumped 

Athletics 
out to a very typical 10-0 lead in the 
first quarter but lost their compo-
sure while fighting against a very 
ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ {ǘΦ 5ƻƳΩǎ 
team.  

 
The 8th grade boys played a big game against Holy Fam-
ily on Sunday.  After falling behind repeatedly and being 
down 17-7 in the third quarter, the team stormed back 
to win 25-17, outscoring Holy Family 18-0 to end the 
ƎŀƳŜΦ  L ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΗ 

 
Our last regular season league games take place this 
weekend: 
Saturday, 02/20/10 

5th Girls  9:00 vs. Catholic East at Catholic East 
6th Girls White  9:00 vs. Mesmer Prep at St. Robert 
6th Girls Blue  10:00 vs. ICS at St. Robert 
8th Girls  12:00 vs. Holy Family at Catholic East 
5th Boys Blue  8:20 vs. St. Robert White at Holy Family 
5th Boys White  8:20 vs. St. Robert Blue at Holy Family 
6th Boys  12:00 vs. Holy Family at St. Robert 

 
Sunday, 02/21/10 
7th Boys B  2:00 vs. Holy Family at Holy Family 
7th Boys A  12:00 vs. USM at St. Robert 

8th Boys   4:00 vs. Lumen Christi at Lumen Christi 

 
7th Grade Girls Tournament Schedule at Holy Apostles: 
Wednesday, 2/17 - тΥол ǾǎΦ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ I/ 
Thursday, 2/18 - тΥол ǾǎΦ {ǘΦ WƻŜΩǎ .. 
Saturday, 2/20 - 4:00, 5:00 or 6:00 vs. TBD 

 
7th Grade Boys Tournament Schedule at St. Jude: 
Friday, 2/19 - 7:00 vs. St. Jude 
Saturday, 2/20 - 7:00 vs. Christ King 
Sunday, 2/21 - 2:00, 3:00 or 4:00 vs. TBD 

GO BOBCATS!! 
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Parish News 
Soup, Salad & Stations of the Cross 

All parish and school families are invited to pray the Stations of the Cross and afterwards, share a simple potluck meal to-

gether in the back of St. Robert Church.  Families with children are welcome.  Bring flashlights to help illuminate the Sta-

tions of the Cross!  Soup will be provided, so please consider contributing a salad, bread, dessert, wine, or juice.  Dates:  February 19, 

March 5, and March 19.  Time:  6:00 pm Stations of the Cross, 6:30 pm  Soup & Salad.   
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Community News 
Pius XI High School Offerings 

Attention 5th, 6th, and 7th Graders!  Pick Your Fun Night is 

Friday, March 19, from 7-9 pm at Pius XI High School.  Come 

alone or bring your friends.  Admission is free.  Permission 

slips are available in the St. Robert School office. 

 

Summer programs in athletics, performing arts, and academ-

ics will be offered at Pius XI High School this summer.  For a 

complete guide to all summer camp offerings, please visit 

www.piusxi.org and click on summer camps. 

The Science and Ethics of Stem Cells and Cloning 

The Aquinas Club at UW-Milwaukee presents this talk by Fr. 

Tad Pacholczyk on Monday, February 22, and 7 pm in The 

Wisconsin Room at the UWM Union, 2200 E. Kenwood Blvd.  

This event is free and open to the publix.  For more informa-

tion, please call the Newman Center at 964-6640 or email 

newmancenter.uwm@gmail.com. 

 

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Fundraiser 
Hello, my name is Kieran Sawyer, a friend and neighbor of the Nikolich Family.  

 

On June 6, 2010, I will be doing a 100 mile bicycle ride around Lake Tahoe as a member of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Soci-
ety's (LLS) Team In Training.   I will be riding for Anna Nikolich of St. Roberts School.   My goal for the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society is to raise $5000.00 towards this cause.  Iôm hopeful to have responses by the end of February/early March. 

 

I have researched this foundation and found it to be an excellent, honest organization.  Team in Training was started by a father 
who got 38 of his friends together to do the NYC marathon to raise money for his daughter with Leukemia.    

 

You can safely donate at the following website, and it is 100% tax deductible.  The Tax ID #/EIN # for Company Match or a Tax 
Deduction is  13-5644916. 

http://pages.teamintraining.org/wi/ambbr10/ksawyerhkv   

 

You may also write a check to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society and mail it to me: 428 S. 67th St., Milwaukee, WI 53214, or give 
it to Laura and Alex Nikolich.  

 

If you are unable to make a monetary donation, please do include this family and others facing similar situations in your pra yers. 

 

Please make a donation and help advance LLS's mission.  Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, Kieran  Sawyer 

http://pages.teamintraining.org/wi/ambbr10/ksawyerhkv

