
 

My own introduction to elementary school was 

the single most important driver in my pursuit of 

a career in education.  One of my earliest memo-

ries of first grade is the powerful, articulated 

thought that “There’s got to be a better way to do 

this!”  I was the oldest of five – no one to pave 

the way, very insecure, a struggling student.  

Needless to say, my early years in school were 

not very pleasant.   But there is one day among 

those painful ones that stands out as one of the 

tenderest moments of my childhood.  It’s the day 

my dad surprised me by showing up in the cafete-

ria to join me for lunch. 

 

Lunch was even worse than the classroom for a 

fearful, picky eater.  Back in the early 1960s, 

waste was not tolerated.   Children were served 

all the hot lunch items on the menu and were 

expected to pass an empty tray to the intimidat-

ing kitchen staff that stood at the tray collection 

table to inspect.  More confident children stuffed 

their milk cartons with leftovers in an attempt to 

get by unnoticed in the rush to recess.  But I sat, 

day after day, bound by the rules, frozen in fear, 

staring at those nasty creamed peas.    Until the 

day my father came.  How did he know about my 

lunchroom trauma?!  His presence spoke vol-

umes before any words were exchanged.   In one 

remarkable moment of my life, I saw that I was 

important enough to call him away from work –a 

rare event, to come to school – even more rare in 

a day when this was a mother’s domain, to sit 

with me in my suffering; to help me solve my 

problem, to comfort me, and to make a bridge 

between home and school.  That day marked the 

beginning of my transition into the big world of 

school.  I knew my dad believed in me.  I didn’t 

want to let him down.  And I began to see that a 

human touch, gentleness, and love were the in-

gredients that were missing from my experience 

of school. 

 

This is why we say that going to school and com-

ing home should feel like the same thing.  And 

why we recognize that we 

can’t nurture the soul of a 

child by only feeding his 

body.  The lunch program is a 

critical element in the school 

day – important enough that 

our Education and Formation 

Committee has devoted 

quite a bit of time and study 

to evaluating whether and 

how we might improve it. 

 

If your child eats hot lunch, 

you have likely noticed 

changes to the menu that 

were instituted in the fall.  

We are reducing the number of processed foods 

on the menu and serve at least one cooked-on-

site meal each week.  The alternative entrée is a 

fresh salad or sandwich.  We will continue these 

food improvements with the addition of a stand-

up freezer to accommodate cases of fresh frozen 

commodities to replace canned goods.  But it’s 

not just food that makes a meal.  Some recent 

changes have also been instituted to improve the 

quality of the experience.  We’ve added a child-

sized fresh fruit and vegetable bar not only to 

entice children to explore new whole foods, but to 

empower them to make choices.  We’ve taught 

them how to assemble a meal from any combina-

tion of three menu items – including vegetarian 

options.  We’ve replaced the plastic sporks with 

stainless flatware.  And most importantly, we’ve 

replaced our server with one who’s warm and 

loving. 

 

There are more environmental changes under 

consideration for fall with a goal to improve the 

social and dining experience.  All that’s missing 

now is YOU!  Please know that you are welcome 

to join us for lunch any day that you are able.  It’s 

a small gesture with a big meaning.  I can assure 

you that your child will remember it for a lifetime. 
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can have faith in. 

SCHOOL HOURS 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 

     7:50 am—3:05 pm 

Wednesdays: 

     7:50 am—2:05 pm 

Half-Time Students: 

     7:50 am—11:30 am 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

3/1ñ3/5 

Iowa Basics Testing,  

        3rd, 5th & 7th Gr  

 

 

3/1 8:30 am 

Public Museum, Dead Sea 

Scrolls, 6th, 7th & 8th Gr  

 

 

3/2 Morning  

Mary Tooley, 2nd Gr  
 

3/2 9:30 am 

Art Museum, 4th Gr  
 

3/2 Afternoon  

Mary Tooley, 3rd Gr  
 

3/2 6:30 pm  

Middle School Showcase Audi-

tions  

 

 

3/4 Morning  

Mary Tooley, K4 & K5  
 

3/4 9:00 am 

òState Fair,ó Dominican High 

School, 2nd -5th Gr  
 

3/4 1:30 pm  

Mary Tooley, 1st Gr  

 

 

3/5 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 2nd -Luna.  

SAM Collection:  canned tuna, 

tuna helper, canned soup, 

crackers  
 

3/5 9:00 am 

Urban Ecology, 8th Gr  
 

3/5 9:15 am 

Milw. Public Museum, 3rd Gr  
 

3/5 12:45 pm 

Urban Ecology, 4th Gr  

 

 

3/6 2:00 pm  

Middle School Showcase Call-

backs 
For a more complete listing of upcoming events, see the on-line calendar (control + click to follow the link): 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html 

F E B R U A R Y  2 5 ,  2 0 1 0  

2/26—NO SCHOOL,  

     INSERVICE DAY 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html
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REPORTING ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS 

Please call the school office attendance line each day your student will be absent or late.  Provide student’s name and teacher 

or room number, your name, and reason for the absence (be specific as to symptoms if ill—e.g., fever over 100 degrees, 

cough, body aches, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea) or late arrival.  If hot lunch is needed, please also indicate which entrée is 

preferred (hot lunch orders must be placed by 10:00 am). 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

School office hours are 7:30 am-3:30 pm Monday through Friday.  If it’s after hours, please check out Edline and the 

school website at www.strobert.org for lots of helpful information. 

Notes from the Office 

 

Quotable Kindergarteners 
―I need to use the bathroom because I am not allowed 

to go in my underwear.‖ 

 

Question:  ―Where did your daddy go to buy the yummy 

strawberries?‖ 

Response:  ―Target.‖ 

The Iowa Test of Basic Skills, the Archdiocesan standardized achievement testing program, will be administered to grades 3, 5, and 7 

the week of March 1st.  Please clear your child’s calendar of any superfluous activity during this week and take extra efforts to make 

sure they are well-fed, well-hydrated, and well-rested.  It is expected that all students will be present for testing unless they are ill. 

 

NEW THIS YEAR:  Make up testing will be provided only for students who are sick.  Parents who wish to excuse their children from 

school for appointments or other family business during testing will be assessed a fee for make-up testing, which is provided by a 

trained and paid substitute proctor. 

Mark Your Calendars! 

 

S.A.M. Collections During Lent 
March 5—Canned tuna, tuna helper, canned soup,  

crackers 

March 12—Canned spaghetti, crackers, canned  

vegetables & fruits 

March 19—Canned chicken, rice & rice mixes, canned stew 

March 25—Peanut butter & jelly, crackers 

April 1—Healthy cereal & oatmeal, breakfast bars, powdered milk 

 

No Hot Lunch March 11 & 12ñFundraiser Lunches Available 
There will be no regular hot lunch served on March 11 or 12 due to set-up for the Emerald Auction.  The 8th Grade is 

offering a lunch option each day as a fundraiser.  March 11 is Cousins Subs Day, and March 12 is Rocky Rococo Pizza 

Day.  These lunches must be pre-ordered.  Order forms went home last week and are currently available 

on the website and in the school office.  Payment must accompany the form and should be returned to the school of-

fice by March 5. 



 

Parish News 
Soup, Salad & Stations of the Cross 

All parish and school families are invited to 

pray the Stations of the Cross and afterwards, 

share a simple potluck meal together in the back of St. 

Robert Church.  Families with children are welcome.  

Bring flashlights to help illuminate the Stations of the 

Cross!  Soup will be provided, so please consider contrib-

uting a salad, bread, dessert, wine, or juice.  Dates:  Feb-

ruary 19, March 5, and March 19.  Time:  6:00 pm Sta-

tions of the Cross, 6:30 pm  Soup & Salad.   

Home & School Association News 
Middle School Showcase 

Information regarding the show and 

rehearsals was distributed to students 

at the Workshop 

today.  Please 

have your child 

complete the Par-

ticipation Agree-

ment and the 

Audition Form and bring them (along 

with a headshot photo) to Auditions on 

Tuesday, March 2nd from 6:30-9:00 

p.m. in the Music Room.  Call Backs 

will occur on Saturday, March 6th from 

2:00-4:30 p.m. in the Music Room. 

First Rehearsal (Read Through) will be 

on Monday, March 8th from 3:15—5:00 

p.m. in the Gym. There will be a short 

Meeting for Parents from 5:00--5:30 

p.m. immediately following  the first 

rehearsal.  It is very important that one 

parent of each participant attend, as 

this is the only meeting we will have.  

Questions, concerns? Contact Joe 

O’Neill, Claudia Mitchell, or Mary Beth 

Keane. 

Notes from the President 

Thank you to the following families for 

hosting grade parties recently: 

¶ Willie & Sara Coffou (3rd grade) 

¶ Bob & Donna Stelter (5th grade) 

¶ Tom & Patrice Linn (6th grade) 

¶ Tony & Julie Vitucci (7th grade) 

 

Thank you Yvonne Luzney and crew for 

hosting the Prospective Family Coffee 

after Mass on February 12th.  We had a 

few new families attend and enjoyed 

socializing. 

 

A big thanks to Ellen Hayes and Holly 

Ganther for organizing a wonderful 

evening for the Father-Daughter 

Dance!  The hats were a big hit, and 

the decorations were stunning! 

 

Thank you Denise Delaney and Lisa 

Lewein for chairing the Rice Bowl.  We 

are proud to say we raised over $456 

for our sister school in Uganda!  Good 

job everyone. 

 

The final numbers are in from the Us-

borne Book Fair.  Our total raised was 

$1270.11 surpassing our budgeted 

goal of $1000.  Thank you to everyone 

who purchased books! 

 

We are looking for 3 individuals to 

team chair next years Emerald Auction.  

This year’s Auction chairs Molly Galla-

gher, Sharlene Byrne, and Margaret 

DeMichele will guide the way!  Give it 

some thought…your time and talents 

are greatly appreciated.  Please con-

tact Sally Zale at sallyz@wi.rr.com if 

interested.   

Upcoming Home & School Events: 

Mar. 13th – Emerald Auction 

March 25th Grandparents Reception 

 

Scrip Corner 
Last chance to order gift cards for the Emer-

ald Auction. But not too late for your everyday 

needs nor for your Spring Break travel and 

Easter vacation. Did you know that a gift card will fit into a large 

Easter egg?  Check out our display at the Scrip table in the back 

of church.  Remember, travels include: airlines, hotels, car rent-

als, restaurants, cruises, gas cards, activities, and more.  Hang-

ing around town?  There's plenty to choose from: theaters, res-

taurants, shopping, sports and more.  Questions?  Kathy can 

usually find the answer.  962-5691 or kpwscrip@earthlink.net 
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Alumni News 
Divine Savior Holy Angels High School is proud to announce that St. Robert graduate Lauren Hammer (SRS Class of 2006) has been 

named Valedictorian.  Lauren was also named as a 2010 National Merit Finalist.  St. Robert’s graduate Claire Aasen (SRS Class of 2006) 

has also been named a 2010 National Merit Finalist.  All 12 DSHA students that were selected as National Merit Scholarship Semifinal-

ists qualified as Finalists making them eligible to win over $36 million in scholarship awards!  Congratulations! 

mailto:sallyz@wi.rr.com
mailto:kpwscrip@earthlink.net


P A G E  4  

Kids Helping Kids Raffle 2010  
 

NEWS ALERT! . . . NEWS ALERT! . . . NEWS ALERT!  
 

Mrs. Beckmann has made a generous offer to KHK Raffle!!  If a family 
turns in $100 or more in sales by March 5th, then the Entire Family earns 
an Out Of Uniform Pass!!!  Wow!!  THANK YOU!! 
 

Remember . . .  

If we can sell $10,000 worth of tickets by 2/26/10, then we 
will receive a $3500 bonus to help us underwrite our raffle 
ÐÒÉÚÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȦȦ  )Æ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÁÌȟ ×Å ÌÏÓÅ ÔÈÅ 
donation!!  We can do it! We can do it! 

 
)Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÌÏ× ÏÎ ÔÉÃËÅÔÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȢ  )Æ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ 
ÏÐÅÎȟ ÃÁÌÌ ÏÒ ÅÍÁÉÌ -ÒȢ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌɂhe will deliver $100 or more in tickets to 
your home. 
 

We hope each family takes the Kids Helping Kids raffle mission to heart and helps us 
raise funds to support Our school and After Breast Cancer Diagnosis!!  The cure is 
still eluding us but expressing love and support is always an important part of healing 
and surviving . . . 
 
!ÎÙ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ *ÏÅ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌ ÁÔ znewone@yahoo.com. 

Catholic Knights Presents Living Our Faith 
The March 6th "Catholic Knights presents Living Our Faith" episode, hosted by Milwaukee Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki, spotlights 

Catholic education.  Mary Meehan, president, Alverno College talks about the innovative approach to education used at Alverno College. 

Robert Freund, president, St. Joseph Catholic Academy, Kenosha, and Laurie McKeon, member of their board of trustees, share plans 

currently under consideration to develop a K-12 Catholic School System in Kenosha.  The filmed feature takes a look at how the stu-

dents at St. Charles, Hartland, live their faith by dramatizing the living Stations of the Cross. 

  

Watch "Catholic Knights presents Living Our Faith" Saturday, March 6, at noon, on WISN TV 12. The program also airs on Time Warner 

Cable's Wisconsin On Demand, Channel 411 and is replayed on Relevant Radio.  If you miss a show, every segment is available at 

www.livingourfaith.net.  

mailto:znewone@yahoo.com
http://www.livingourfaith.net/


Open Gym:  Saturday, 02/27 ς 7-9 p.m. ς 6th grade 
        

Padre Bound! 
8th grade girls play Thursday, 3/4 at 6:30 p.m.  Bus 
leaves the St. Robert parking lot at 5:45.  Permission 
slips available online at strobert.org.  Please return to 
the school office ASAP! 

 
8th grade boys play Saturday, 3/6 at 8:00 p.m.  Bus 
leaves the St. Robert parking lot at 7:15.  Permission 
slips available through school or online at strobert.org.  
Please return to the school office ASAP! 
        

PLEASE JOIN US!  Come celebrate mass with the St. 
Robert athletic community on Saturday, March 6th at 
4:30.  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƻǳǊ уth grade boys and girls who 
ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀŘǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
give thanks for a great season.  CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŀǎǎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
gather in the gym for pizza, Bobcat face painting, and 
pump-ΨŜƳ-up music before jumping on the bus to at-
ǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎΩ ŦƛǊǎǘ-round Padre game.  Bus transporta-
tion is available for 5th thru 8th grade students only.  
Permission slips are necessary for the bus and game. 

 
Golf Outing:  SAVE THE DATE!  The St. Robert 
2010 Golf Outing will be held on Friday, Sep-
tember 24th at Tripoli Country Club. 

 
Updates on the games that took place last week: 
The 5th grade boys played against each other this 
weekend and proved not only that the split of teams 
ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŘŀǊƴ ŜǾŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōŀǎπ
ketball players!  The coaches were quite proud of the 
ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōƻȅǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƛƳπ
proved. 

 
Both 6th grade girls teams were victorious in league play 
on Saturday, winning big against Messmer Prep and 
Indian Community School.  These girls finished first and 
second on top the North Shore league.  They will be 
very strong next year!  The White team also played in a 
tough St. Matthias tournament.  On Saturday night they 
had a dramatic come-from-behind victory over the host 
school.  They played well in the championship game on 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ ōǳǘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƻ {ǘΦ 9ŘΩǎ ƻŦ 
Racine. 

 
The 7th grade girls played three very nice games in the 
Holy Apostles tournament last week.  They played St. 
aŀǊȅΩǎ IŀƭŜǎ /ƻǊƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ WƻŜΩǎ .ƛƎ .ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƎŀƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ b55. ǊƛǾŀƭ {ǘΦ WƻŜΩǎ 
Tosa.  {ǘΦ WƻŜΩǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǉǳƛŎƪŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ 

Athletics 
Lady Bobcats, but they came back to win 
the game and the championship in a very 
convincing manner.  Way to go girls! 

 
тǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ ōƻȅǎ Ψ.Ω team lost a tough game against Holy 
Family in an exciting final match up. They stayed close 
most of the game on strong rebounding and put-backs, 
but Holy Family was able to pull away at the end win-
ning 23-18. 

 
The 7th grade boys 'A' team battled in all three tourna-
ment games they played, but it was their league game 
on Sunday that was the highlight of the weekend.  Play-
ing against a very talented University School who cur-
rently sits in 2nd place in league play, the team pulled 
away with a great victory.  Down by 12 points going into 
the 4th quarter, the team rallied to win the game by 
running a flawless out of bounds play with only 4.8 sec-
onds left to score the winning basket.  

 
The 8th grade girls applied full court pressure to take an 
early lead against Holy Family, but the cross-town rivals 
made a series of outside shots late in the second quar-
ter to tie the game.  After halftime, the Bobcats dis-
played outstanding defense, holding Holy Family score-
less in the second half en route to another Bobcat vic-
tory. 

 
The 8th grade boys finished tops in the North Shore af-
ter beating Lumen Christi by 2 in league play on Sun-
day.  They also won two games and played in the cham-
ǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ I/ ǘƻǳǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
the #1 seed in the Padre, Catholic Urban Academy.  The 
Bobcats played a great game and had a one point lead 
at half-time, but the physical CUA team turned it up a 
notch, took the lead in the third, and our Bobcats ended 
up taking 2nd place in this strong tournament.  

 
Most of our teams are playing one more league game 
this weekend.  .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΩǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƛǎ 
based on standings, it had not been determined as of 
press time.  It will be on the website by the end of the 
week.  Known scheduled games are: 
Saturday, 02/27/10 
5th Boys White  12:00 vs. Catholic East at Holy Family 
5th Boys Blue   12:55 vs. University School at Holy Family 

7th Girls   1:00 vs. St. Sebastian at St. Robert 

GO BOBCATS!! 
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Community News 
Lake Park Little League 

Get ready for baseball, buddies, and big-time fun!  

It’s time to sign up for your neighborhood Lake Park 

Little League!  All children ages 6—12 years old are 

welcome to join.  Register online by February 28 at 

www.lakeparklittleleague.com. 

 

Dominican High School Presents STATE FAIR 

Make plans now to see Rogers and Hammerstein's classic 

musical, STATE FAIR.  Fun for the whole family and filled with 

great music, STATE FAIR features a cast and crew of more 

than 100 students, including current St. Robert students Sofia 

Collins, Brigid Jurgens, Anne Linn, and Adela Luna and alumni 

Erin and Callie Brauer, Jeremy Bredeson, Frankie Carter, Zoe 

Collins, Madeline Franke, Ann Hagner, Maureen and Charlie 

Jurgens, Michael Linn, and Margaret Wejksnora. 

 

The show opens on Friday, March 5, at 7:30 p.m. with per-

formances on March 6, 12, and 13 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, 

March 7 and 14, at 2:00 p.m.  Reserved seat tickets are $10 

for adults and $7 for students at the door. Tickets can be 

purchased online by selecting your own seats and paying with 

a credit card at www.dominicanhighschool.com ($0.50 service 

fee applies to each ticket).  Tickets will also be on sale an 

hour before each performance at Dominican. For more infor-

mation, call the box office at 332-1170, ext. 485.  

Wisconsin All-Catholic Schools Chess Invitational 

Sponsored by St. Sebastian School and hosted by Marquette 

University, the Wisconsin All-Catholic 

Schools Chess Invitational will be held 

on Saturday, March 6.  It is open to any 

students who attend a Catholic elemen-

tary or high school or are enrolled in 

their parish’s religious ed program.  All 

skill levels are welcome!  Entry is $10 

per player in advance or $15 on site.  Visit  

www.wisconsinscholasticchess.org before March 12 for ad-

vance registration.  Contact tournament host Joe Cayen at 

jcayen@cayen.net or 899-5936, or contact WSCF at 

td@wisconsinscholasticchess.org with questions. 

 

Pius XI High School Offerings 

Attention 5th, 6th, and 7th Graders!  Pick Your Fun Night is 

Friday, March 19, from 7-9 pm at Pius XI High School.  Come 

alone or bring your friends.  Admission is free.  Permission 

slips are available in the St. Robert School office. 

 

Summer programs in athletics, performing arts, and academ-

ics will be offered at Pius XI High School this summer.  For a 

complete guide to all summer camp offerings, please visit 

www.piusxi.org and click on summer camps. 

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society Fundraiser 
Hello, my name is Kieran Sawyer, a friend and neighbor of the Nikolich Family.  
 

On June 6, 2010, I will be doing a 100 mile bicycle ride around Lake Tahoe as a member of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Soci-
ety's (LLS) Team In Training.   I will be riding for Anna Nikolich of St. Roberts School.   My goal for the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society is to raise $5000.00 towards this cause.  Iôm hopeful to have responses by the end of February/early March. 
 
I have researched this foundation and found it to be an excellent, honest organization.  Team in Training was started by a father 
who got 38 of his friends together to do the NYC marathon to raise money for his daughter with Leukemia.    
 

You can safely donate at the following website, and it is 100% tax deductible.  The Tax ID #/EIN # for Company Match or a Tax 
Deduction is  13-5644916. 
 
http://pages.teamintraining.org/wi/ambbr10/ksawyerhkv   
 

You may also write a check to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society and mail it to me: 428 S. 67th St., Milwaukee, WI 53214, or give 
it to Laura and Alex Nikolich.  
 

If you are unable to make a monetary donation, please do include this family and others facing similar situations in your pra yers. 
 
Please make a donation and help advance LLS's mission.  Thank you. 
 
Sincerely,  
Kieran Sawyer 

http://www.lakeparklittleleague.com
http://www.dominicanhighschool.com
http://www.wisconsinscholasticchess.org
mailto:jcayen@cayen.net
mailto:td@wisconsinscholasticchess.org
http://www.piusxi.org
http://pages.teamintraining.org/wi/ambbr10/ksawyerhkv

