
 

Earlier this week, a prospective parent from out 

of state included us on a whirlwind tour of 

schools while she was in town for a two-day 

school and house hunt.  Our website drew her 

here, but the quality of our programs captivated 

her.  As she was leaving she remarked, ―I hope 

you know you have a real little gem of a school 

here.‖   She added that she was surprised to find 

this at a Catholic school, because she had here-

tofore only encountered this level and quality of 

programming at independent private schools.  I 

felt proud, of course, but with a shadow of dis-

comfort as well, because I cannot ignore the real-

ity of the ever-increasing financial resources it 

takes to maintain those high quality programs, 

nor the parallel reality that our current financial 

model is simply not sustainable for the long term. 

 

As we prepare for tonight‘s parish budget meet-

ing, it seems prudent to inform you of some of 

the details of our funding structure.  We are fortu-

nate, indeed, to have four solid streams of reve-

nue to offset the parent payments that come to 

us in the form of tuition, fees and scholarship 

dollars. We also depend on income from a large 

Annual Fund with a diverse base of support be-

yond our current parent community.  We receive 

two annual subsidies: one from the parish that is 

dependent upon parish financial stewardship and 

another from the Home and School Association 

that is dependent upon income from our main 

fundraisers – the rummage sale in the fall, the 

auction and raffle in March, and the magazine 

drive that runs all year online.  And, finally, we 

draw a percentage of the annual dividends from 

an endowment fund – a very rare component of 

an elementary school budget – to support opera-

tions. 

 

Last night, Fr. Dennis informed me that parish 

will be able to commit $160,000 to school opera-

tions for the fiscal year beginning July 1st.  De-

spite that this is the highest level of parish sub-

sidy we have received under my tenure in this 

office, it amounts to less than 10% of the total 

budget of nearly $1.7 million.  And, more signifi-

cantly, it is about $35,000 shy of what we will 

actually need to maintain 

our current programs.  

Clearly, structural solu-

tions that go beyond 

fundraising will need to 

be part of our long-range 

planning.  But within the 

week, we also have the 

opportunity to combine our efforts to take some 

pressure off the current budget and secure at 

least one leg of that four-legged revenue stool for 

the year ahead.   

 

Our annual auction dinner dance is our largest 

fundraising effort of the year.  Although I recog-

nize that not everyone can afford an evening at 

the auction, there are opportunities for everyone 

to participate in the success of this effort at some 

level – from securing donations to volunteering 

behind the scenes or on the night of the event.  

And each and every year, it is remarkable to 

watch the work of so many hands and hearts and 

dollars come together to create the magnificent 

Emerald Auction.  What we seem to be losing 

perspective on in recent years, however, is the 

critical component that the raffle brings to this 

endeavor.   

 

The raffle is an income-generating complement to 

the auction and an integral part of the funding 

plan for this high-stakes event.   Moreover, it‘s a 

way for everyone to join in the fun whether or not 

you can participate in the festivities on the 13th.  

We depend on absolutely everyone to contribute 

to the success of this high-stakes effort in some 

way – whether by selling or buying tickets.   Al-

though raffle sales are substantially down right 

now, we have an opportunity to turn that around 

in one final push for the finish line.  As you know 

from the raffle ads in Family Matters, a generous 

donor has offered the incentive of a $3,500 gift if 

at least half of our school families submit $100 

in raffle ticket sales by next Friday.  That gift will 

go a long way toward taking pressure off the bot-

tom line.  Can you help us reach this important 

goal?   

 

Thank you so much for all you do to keep our 

school strong and good.  And thanks for stepping 

up one more time to help keep our little gem 

shiny.    

Principal’s Pen 

F A M I L Y  

M A T T E R S 
I S S U E  2 4  An education you 

can have faith in. 

SCHOOL HOURS 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 

     7:50 am—3:05 pm 

Wednesdays: 

     7:50 am—2:05 pm 

Half-Time Students: 

     7:50 am—11:30 am 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

3/5 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 2nd -Luna.  

SAM Collection:  canned tuna, 

tuna helper, canned soup, 

crackers  

 

3/5 9:00 am 

Urban Ecology, 8th Gr  

 

3/5 9:15 am 

Milw. Public Museum, 3rd Gr  

 

3/5 12:45 pm 

Urban Ecology, 4th Gr  

 

 

3/6 2:00 pm  

Middle School Showcase Call-

backs 

 

 

3/10 6:30 pm  

School Advisory Board Mtg.  

 

 

3/11 & 3/12 

NO REGULAR HOT 

LUNCH ñCOUSINS SUBS & 

ROCKY ROCOCO PIZZA 

(PRE-ORDER REQUIRED)  

 

 

3/12 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 2nd -Richoux.  

SAM Collection:  canned spa-

ghetti, crackers, canned fruits 

& vegetables  

 

 

3/13 

Emerald Auction  

For a more complete listing of upcoming events, see the on-line calendar (control + click to follow the link): 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html 

M A R C H  4 ,  2 0 1 0  

3/19—11:15 AM DISMISSAL, 

     RECORDS DAY 

3/26—NO SCHOOL, 

     CONFERENCES 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html
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REPORTING ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS 

Please call the school office attendance line each day your student will be absent or late.  Provide student‘s name and teacher 

or room number, your name, and reason for the absence (be specific as to symptoms if ill—e.g., fever over 100 degrees, 

cough, body aches, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea) or late arrival.  If hot lunch is needed, please also indicate which entrée is 

preferred (hot lunch orders must be placed by 10:00 am). 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

School office hours are 7:30 am-3:30 pm Monday through Friday.  If it‘s after hours, please check out Edline and the 

school website at www.strobert.org for lots of helpful information. 

Notes from the Office 

 

No Hot Lunch March 11 & 12—Fundraiser Lunches Available 
There will be no regular hot lunch served on March 11 or 12 due to set-up for the Emerald Auction.  The 8th Grade is 

offering a lunch option each day as a fundraiser.  March 11 is Cousins Subs Day, and March 12 is Rocky Rococo Pizza 

Day.  These lunches must be pre-ordered.  Order forms were sent home two weeks ago and are currently 

available on the website and in the school office.  Payment must accompany the form and should be returned to the 

school office by Friday, March 5. 

 

4th Grade Boys—Little People’s Basketball 
There will be no Little People‘s Basketball for 4th Grade Boys this weekend because of the Padre or next weekend because of 

the Emerald Auction.  4th Grade Boys will meet again the weekend after the auction.  Gym availability is opening up, so times 

may change and will be announced. 

 

Penny Power Is Coming! 
Start saving your coins!  Penny Power is coming March 15th –18th.  Complete information will come home in next week‘s 

folders. 



Home & School Association News 
HONK! Update 

All students who auditioned on Tues-

day are called back on Saturday at 

2:00 pm for a dance/movement ses-

sion and audition.  

The directors need 

to see where eve-

ryone fits best. 

After the move-

ment audition, 

small groups will be called to read for 

specific parts. Individuals will be re-

leased as soon as their audition is 

over, so make flexible plans for rides 

home.  Please e-mail the HONK! chairs 

at Honk2010@aol.com if you have any 

conflicts with the 2:00-4:30 pm call-

back timeframe.  First rehearsal is 

Monday, March 8th from 3:15 - 5:00.  

Parent Meeting will take place from 

5:00 – 5:30. One parent of each par-

ticipant is asked to attend. 

 

HONK! Technical Crew:  All students 

who wish to participate in the Middle 

School Showcase behind the scenes 

are asked to sign up in the middle 

school hallway.  Interviews for the Asst. 

Director and Stage Manager will be 

Friday, March 5th, after school in Mrs. 

Frankenberry‘s room. 

 

 

Notes from the President 

The Emerald Auction is right around 

the corner.  We encourage everyone to 

attend this fabulous event.  It is so 

much fun to see Reilly Hall and the 

gym transformed for one night.  It is a 

great opportunity to mix and meet 

other parents from our community.  

Please send your reservation in and we 

will seat you with parents from your 

child‘s class.  Thank you to our chair 

team Margaret 

DeMichele, Sharlene 

Byrne and Molly Galla-

gher for all of your 

work.  Remember we 

are in need of a new 

team to chair the Auction next year.  

This is a great opportunity to get in-

volved and show your leadership. 

Please consider stepping up. Contact 

Sally Zale at sallyz@wi.rr.com or 967-

3420. 

 

For our dinner guests:  Please be 

aware that our eighth grade students 

will be serving dinner that night.  Let‘s 

show them how well adults can be-

have! J 

Upcoming Home & School Events: 

Mar. 13th – Emerald Auction 

March 25th Grandparents Reception 
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Scrip Corner 
Can you believe it? I can't. It is the third Sunday in Lent already. I also can't believe that so many of you are not 

moved by our request to sacrifice a little of your time to review the Scrip order form and place an order. Now is the 

time, while we're doing our personal "scrutinies" during Lent. The process is effortless and it doesn't cost you a thing. If the sacred argu-

ment doesn't sway you, how about the secular? St. Paddy is watching and waiting for St. Robert's pot of gold (Scrip) to fill. The Easter 

Bunny wants to leave lots of eggs. Is this going to happen? Not unless you make the effort. The choice is yours. Your Parish community 

needs you to follow that rainbow and bear that cross. We pray you will see the light. 

 

Quotable Kindergarteners 
During mass a student asks, ―Can I go up to get one of 

those cracker things?‖ 

 

Teacher:  ―Why did you scribble that out?‖ 

Student:  ―I messed up.‖ 

Teacher:  ―Why did you scribble it out  

   again?‖ 

Student:  ―Sorry, I didn‘t get much 

sleep last night.‖ 

 

S.A.M. Collections During Lent 
March 12—Canned spaghetti, crackers, canned  

vegetables & fruits 

March 19—Canned chicken, rice & rice mixes, 

canned stew 

March 25—Peanut butter & jelly, crackers 

April 1—Healthy cereal & oatmeal, breakfast bars, powdered milk 

mailto:Honk2010@aol.com
mailto:sallyz@wi.rr.com
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Kids Helping Kids Raffle 2010  
 

NEWS ALERT! . . . NEWS ALERT! . . . NEWS ALERT!  
 

Mrs. Beckmann has made a generous offer to KHK Raffle!! 
If a family turns in $100 or more in sales NOW by March 12, then 
the Entire Family earns an Out Of Uniform Pass!!!        
Wow!!   THANK YOU!! 
 

NEW!! NEW!!  
Our Generous Underwriter has offered One More Chance to earn 
the $3500 bonus, IF we can get 50% of school families to buy or 
sell $100 in tickets by 3/12/10!!!  This is a great chance to earn this 
ÕÎÄÅÒ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇȦ  )Æ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÁÌȟ ×Å ÌÏÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎȦȦ   
We can do it!! We can do it! 
 

Please turn in your sales to the school office every Friday!! 
 
)Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÌÏ× ÏÎ ÔÉÃËÅÔÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȢ  )Æ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÐÅÎȟ ÃÁÌÌ ÏÒ 
ÅÍÁÉÌ -ÒȢ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌɂhe will deliver $100 or more in tickets to your home. 
 

We hope each family takes the Kids Helping Kids raffle mission to heart and helps us 
raise funds to support Our school and After Breast Cancer 
Diagnosis!!  The cure is still eluding us but expressing love and 
support is always an important part of healing and surviving . . . 
 

!ÎÙ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ *ÏÅ /ȭ.ÅÉÌÌ ÁÔ znewone@yahoo.com. 

 

Parish News 
Soup, Salad & Stations of the Cross 

All parish and school families are invited to pray the Stations of the Cross and afterwards, share a simple potluck meal 

together in the back of St. Robert Church.  Families with children are welcome.  Bring flashlights to help illuminate the 

Stations of the Cross!  Soup will be provided, so please consider contributing a salad, bread, dessert, wine, or juice.   

Dates:  March 5 and March 19.   Time:  6:00 pm Stations of the Cross, 6:30 pm  Soup & Salad.   

mailto:znewone@yahoo.com


PADRE BOUND! 

8th grade girls play Thursday, 3/4 at 6:30 p.m.  Bus for 5th thru 

8th grade fans leaves the St. Robert parking lot at 5:45.  

 

8th grade boys play Saturday, 3/6 at 8:00 p.m.  Bus for 5th thru 

8th grade fans leaves the St. Robert parking lot at 7:15.  

        

PLEASE JOIN US!  Come celebrate mass with the St. Robert 

athletic community on Saturday, March 6th at 4:30.  We‘ll recog-

nize our 8th grade boys and girls who have made it to the Padre, 

and we‘ll pray together and give thanks for a great sea-

son.  Following mass, we‘ll gather in the gym for pizza, Bobcat 

face painting and pump-‗em-up music before jumping on the 

bus to attend the boys‘ first-round Padre game. Bus transporta-

tion is available for 5th thru 8th grade students only.  Permission 

slips are necessary for the bus and game.          

 

TRACK!  Get those running shoes ready as track is 

right around the corner.  Details and sign-up forms 

will be in next week‘s home folders.  Track is open to 

5th thru 8th grade student athletes. 

 

GOLF OUTING:  The St. Robert 2010 Golf Outing will be 

held on Friday, September 24th at Tripoli Country Club. 

 

OPEN GYM: 03/20/10 – 7th grade; 03/27/10 – 8th grade 

 

Updates on the games that took place last week and season-

ending recaps: 

The 5th grade girls finished the year on a high note.  They 

played Holy Family in their last league game.  Although down 

going into the fourth quarter, the girls had an amazing push and 

came from behind to win.  Congratulations to the 5th grade girls 

and coaches Rick Frieseke and Craigh Cepukenas on a fantas-

tic year of Lady Bobcat basketball!  Team members include: 

Leena Abu-Zahra, Allison Cepukenas, Julie Demet, Madeline 

DeMichele, Madeline Frieseke, Anne Linn, Cailey O‘Neill, Mau-

reen Patterson, Catherine Puppe, Grace Scherwenka, Taylor 

Schwartz, and Grace Williams. 

 

The 5th grade boys‘ White team played a tough Catholic East 

team and won the game by 3 points.  The Blue team played an 

undefeated USM team and lost in OT.  The Bobcats had a shot 

to win it in regulation and a chance to tie in OT but came up 

short both times.  Both teams finish the year with the Holy Fam-

ily tournament this weekend. 

 

The 6th grade girls‘ White team wrapped up a very successful 

season this weekend.  They ended the season with a record of 

18-5, coming in 1st in the St. Boniface Tournament, Consolation 

Champions in the St. Margaret Mary tournament, 2nd in the  St. 

Matthias tournament, and 2nd in the North Shore Conference.  

The White team played some awesome competition this season 

and each of their losses was by 3 points or less. Everyone on 

the team contributed and improved their skills throughout the 

season, and Coach Bridget is very proud of them! Members of 

the team are: Sara Abu-Zahra, Sidney Capati, Taira Cottingham, 

Caroline Enes, Claire Elliot, Cessa Flanagan, Katelyn Krieg, An-

nie Leo-Stewart, Sarah McBride, and Patricia Oden. 

 

The 6th grade girls‘ Blue team finished a strong year with a 

league win against Lumen Christi on Saturday and a 3rd place 

victory in the St. Mary‘s HC tournament.  The Blue team finished 

first in the North Shore league with a convincing 11-0 record. 

This team was coached by Tom Linn and Sue Becker. Members 

of the 6th grade Blue team are: Meghan Curtis, Megan Eimers, 

Teresa Linn, Gabby Oliveras, Victoria Vitucci, Megan 

Wittkowske, and Redding Tews. 

Athletics After beating St. Sebastian‘s 32-7, the 7th grade girls are 

now 8-1 and sitting solo on top of the NDDB ―A‖ divi-

sion.  They have two games this coming weekend to wrap 

up the season.  The first is Saturday at St. Mary‘s MF.  The sec-

ond, which could determine the league champion, will take place 

Sunday at St. Margaret Mary. 

 

The 7th grade boys 'A' team finished the league season with a 

victory.  The team started out very fast and jumped to a big lead 

and never looked back.  The game finished with everyone scor-

ing.  It was a great way to end the regular season.  The boys will 

look to carry this momentum into their last tournament of the 

season beginning on Wednesday.  

 

The 7th grade boys B team played their final game of the year 

against Lumen Christi and displayed an incredible effort.  After 

falling behind in the first half, they mounted a ferocious come-

back and came within a final possession of winning the game. 

The boys played hard all year and showed great improvement as 

the season progressed.  Special thanks to Coaches John Tice 

and Brian Spoerl for their efforts. 

 

After a heartbreaking league game loss on Saturday morning, 

the 8th grade girls stormed back to win the Consolation Champi-

onship of the St. Jerome tournament this weekend. Game two 

was a beautiful win, with tremendous execution on both ends of 

the court.  Game three had the Lady Bobcats down by 5 at half, 

and the lead went back and forth throughout the second 

half.  The Bobcats were down by 1 with 15 seconds left, but after 

a mad scramble (or a brilliantly executed in-bounds play ), the 

Bobcats scored with 0.1 showing on the clock and the buzzer 

soon followed causing the crowd and bench to go wild!!!  It was a 

great victory by our Lady Bobcats as they head into a big Padre 

game on Thursday.  

 

The 8th grade boys used their last game of the year to get all 

players some quality playing time.  Although according to the 

score they came up short against University School, the coaches, 

fans and team considered this last game a victory and a positive 

experience for everyone.  The boys are and should be extremely 

proud of their 1st place North Shore Conference title. They‘ll work 

this week to prepare for their Padre game on Saturday. 

 

League Games: 

7th Girls - Saturday, 03/06/10 - 11:15 vs. St Mary‘s Menomonee 

Falls at St. Mary‘s MF 

7th Girls – Sunday, 03/07/10 – 2:00 vs. WCSS at St. Margaret 

Mary 

 

7th grade boys St. Mary‘s Hales Corners tournament schedule: 

Wednesday, March 3rd - 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday, March 6th - 12:30 p.m. or 7:30 p.m., depending on 

Wednesday‘s outcome 

Sunday, March 7th - TBD between 1:05 p.m. and 7:40 p.m. – 

check in with your favorite Bobcat 

  

5th grade boys Holy Family tournament schedule: 

 Thursday, March 4th -  6:25 p.m. – St. Robert White vs. St. Jude 

 7:20 p.m. – St. Robert Blue vs. St. Monica Red 

Friday, March 5th - 7:20 p.m. – St. Robert White vs. St. Gregory 

the Great 

Saturday, March 6th -   9:55 a.m. – St. Robert Blue vs. St. Mat-

thew 

Sunday, March 7th -     Medal Round – games from 12:30 – 6:55 

p.m. – check in with your favorite Bobcat 

GO BOBCATS!! 
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Community News 
DSHA High School presents The Triangle Factory Fire Project. 

Christopher Piehler's, The Triangle Factory Fire Project recre-

ates one of New York City's most horrific disasters and the 

positive effects the tragedy had on working conditions, wages, 

and women‘s rights.  On March 25, 1911, the shirtwaist fac-

tory which occupied the top three floors of the Asch Building 

caught fire.  In just half an hour the three floors were com-

pletely engulfed in flames.  Immigrant workers, mostly women, 

found themselves trapped and forced with either succumbing 

to the fire or jumping from the 9th story windows.  The fire took 

146 lives and was the worst workplace disaster in New York 

City until September 11, 2001.  The play demonstrates the 

pain and struggle caused by the fire and reenacts the heated 

indictment of the factory owners for keeping exit doors locked, 

as well as conveying the spirit of hope and the need for 

change that came as a result of the horrible tragedy.  Dates: 

March 11-14, 2010, Thurs-Sat, 7:00 p.m.; Sunday, 2:00 p.m.  

Tickets: $10.00—available for purchase online: www.dsha.info 

at Shop DSHA or by calling the box office: 616-2813. 

 

Dominican High School Presents STATE FAIR 

Make plans now to see Rogers and Hammerstein's classic 

musical, STATE FAIR.  Fun for the whole family and filled with 

great music, STATE FAIR features a cast and crew of more 

than 100 students, including current St. Robert students Sofia 

Collins, Brigid Jurgens, Anne Linn, and Adela Luna and alumni 

Erin and Callie Brauer, Jeremy Bredeson, Frankie Carter, Zoe 

Collins, Madeline Franke, Ann Hagner, Maureen and Charlie 

Jurgens, Michael Linn, and Margaret Wejksnora.  Dates:  

March 5-7 & 12-14, 2010, Fri-Sat, 7:30 pm; Sunday 2:00 pm.  

Tickets:  $10.00—available for purchase at the box office an 

hour prior to each performance (332-1170 x485 for more 

information) or online: www.dominicanhighschool.com. 

 

Summer Programs 

Every year, we receive numerous announcements for summer 

camps and programs.  If you are interested, please stop in the 

school office to review our file. 

 

New Shorewood Children‘s Store Seeks Parent Input 

Shorewood parents are invited to attend a focus group on 

Tuesday night, March 9 at 7 p.m. at Open Book, 4093 N. Oak-

land Ave. Pam Browne, owner of Psue‘s Maternity and Chil-

dren‘s Boutique in Mequon, will be relocating her store to the 

new Cornerstone property currently being constructed at Oak-

land Ave. and Kensington Blvd. and would like feedback on 

the buying preferences of Shorewood parents and residents.  

If you are able to attend, Pam would love to hear from you 

ahead of time to plan some refreshments. If you are unable to 

attend, Pam would still like to receive your feedback. You can 

contact her at pambrowne56@yahoo.com. 

 

Wisconsin All-Catholic Schools Chess Invitational 

Sponsored by St. Sebastian School and 

hosted by Marquette University, the 

Wisconsin All-Catholic Schools Chess 

Invitational will be held on Saturday, 

March 6.  It is open to any students who 

attend a Catholic elementary or high 

school or are enrolled in their parish‘s 

religious ed program.  All skill levels are welcome!  Entry is 

$10 per player in advance or $15 on site.  Visit  

www.wisconsinscholasticchess.org before March 12 for ad-

vance registration.  Contact tournament host Joe Cayen at 

jcayen@cayen.net or 899-5936, or contact WSCF at 

td@wisconsinscholasticchess.org with questions. 

 

Pius XI High School Offerings 

Attention 5th, 6th, and 7th Graders!  Pick Your Fun Night is 

Friday, March 19, from 7-9 pm at Pius XI High School.  Come 

alone or bring your friends.  Admission is free.  Permission 

slips are available in the St. Robert School office. 

 

Summer programs in athletics, performing arts, and academ-

ics will be offered at Pius XI High School this summer.  For a 

complete guide to all summer camp offerings, please visit 

www.piusxi.org and click on summer camps. 

Catholic Knights Presents Living Our Faith 
The March 14th "Catholic Knights presents Living Our Faith" episode, hosted by Milwaukee Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki, spotlights 

The Season of Mercy.  Fr. Marty Pable takes the fear out of going to confession and speaks to the value of the sacrament of reconcilia-

tion.  Vicki Thorn, founder of Project Rachel, a post-abortion ministry celebrating its 25th year in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, talks 

about the healing that needs to take place for those who have experienced abortion.  Fr. Mark Brandl, associate pastor, St. Alphonsus 

Parish, Greendale, shares the story of his journey from lapsed Catholic to Catholic priest and explains how to help others who have 

drifted away from the church to find their way back. 

 

Watch "Catholic Knights presents Living Our Faith with Archbishop Listecki" Sunday, March 14, at 11 a.m., on WISN TV 12. The program 

also airs on Time Warner Cable's Wisconsin On Demand, Channel 411 and is replayed on Relevant Radio.  

If you miss a show, every segment is available at  www.livingourfaith.net. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_11,_2001
http://www.dsha.info
http://www.dominicanhighschool.com
pambrowne56@yahoo.com
http://www.wisconsinscholasticchess.org
mailto:jcayen@cayen.net
mailto:td@wisconsinscholasticchess.org
http://www.piusxi.org
http://www.livingourfaith.net

