
 

I am currently undertaking the final course in my 

eleven-course run toward principal licensure.  It’s 

a Current Issues forum that includes a capstone 

literature review on a topic of relevance to the 

current state of education.  I initially chose to 

immerse myself in a subject I’ve been interested 

in since I first began to study it in the mid-1980s 

– namely, educational neuroscience, or the sci-

ence of learning.  It seems to me that if educators 

knew more of what medical researchers know 

about human learning and thinking, we would be 

better able to advance achievement and success-

fully support the effective inclusion of a wider 

diversity of learners. 

 

But, alas, as I began to narrow the range of possi-

ble topics, I came to recognize that the passage 

of 25 years hasn’t done much to advance the 

connections between brain science and the 

classroom.  In fact, the links between these disci-

plines are still so weak that it’s hard to find any 

body of work in educational sources – outside of 

dyslexia research – that addresses the functional 

application of medical research into the practice 

of teaching and learning.   These connections will 

be for another generation to forge, I think. 

 

But not to worry, my determined browsing led me 

to the related, and likely more pressing explora-

tion of how modern technologies are altering the 

nature of human cognition – a fascinating study 

that still includes more conceptual thinking than 

empirical research, but has immediate – frankly, 

urgent – implications for the curriculum develop-

ment that we are undertaking today.  Along the 

way, I’ve come across some interesting tidbits of 

information that aren’t directly relevant to my 

focus, but are too 

interesting to 

completely ig-

nore.  In the 

weeks ahead 

some of these 

findings may 

make their way 

into this publica-

tion, merely as 

points of interest 

for all of us to pon-

der. 

 
One I’d like to 

share today is about the connection between 

media usage and ADHD.   Although the research 

link between the two is complex and inconsistent, 

a pattern of evidence is emerging in which the 

significance of content rises to the top.  Some 

findings of note are the following: 

 

 Children who watch more than three hours 

of television a day are at greatest risk for 

attention problems 

 There is a negative relationship between 

TV viewing and attention to independent 

class work (more TV predicts less atten-

tion) 

 Playing video games more than one hour 

per day is linked with increased scores on 

measures of inattentiveness 

 Content matters: 

 Early exposure to heavy doses of 

entertainment television is posi-

tively correlated with attention 

problems five to seven years later 

 Children who view violent cartoons 

show decreases in levels of self-

regulation (i.e., more hyperactivity), 

whereas children who view proso-

cial, educational content show 

higher levels of task persistence, 

rule obedience, and tolerance of 

delay 

 
Electronic media are powerful influences on the 

lives of contemporary children– both positively 

and negatively.  Watch for more tidbits in the 

weeks ahead! 
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SCHOOL HOURS 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 

     7:50 am—3:05 pm 

Wednesdays: 

     7:50 am—2:05 pm 

Half-Time Students: 

     7:50 am—11:30 am 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

3/12 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 2nd -Richoux.  

SAM Collection:  canned spa-

ghetti, crackers, canned fruits 

& vegetables  

 

 

3/13 

Emerald Auction  

 

 

3/15 8:00 am 

Battle of the Books, 4th -6th Gr  

 

 

3/16 9:45 am 

David Stokes, K4 & K5  

 

3/16 6:30 pm  

Band Concert  

 

 

3/17 6:30 pm  

Home & School Meeting  

 

 

3/19 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 6th -Skopek.  

SAM Collection:  canned 

chicken, rice & rice mixes, 

canned stew  

 

 

3/23 8:00 am 

Battle of the Books, 4th -6th Gr  

 

3/23 7:00 pm  

Forensics Program  

 

 

3/24 9:00 am 

Mike McCoy, Middle School  

For a more complete listing of upcoming events, see the on-line calendar (control + click to follow the link): 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html 

M A R C H  1 1 ,  2 0 1 0  

3/19—11:15 AM DISMISSAL, 

     RECORDS DAY 

3/26—NO SCHOOL, 

     CONFERENCES 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html
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LOST & FOUND 

The Lost & Found trunk is overflowing once again!  We will have everything on display in Reilly Hall during conferences on 

March 26  and also on Monday and Tuesday, March 29 & 30.  Any unclaimed items will be packed up and donated on March 

31.  Smaller and more valuable items are kept in the school office. 

 

REPORTING ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS 

Please call the school office attendance line each day your student will be absent or late.  Provide student’s name and teacher 

or room number, your name, and reason for the absence (be specific as to symptoms if ill—e.g., fever over 100 degrees, 

cough, body aches, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea) or late arrival.  If hot lunch is needed, please also indicate which entrée is 

preferred (hot lunch orders must be placed by 10:00 am). 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

School office hours are 7:30 am-3:30 pm Monday through Friday.  If it’s after hours, please check out Edline and the 

school website at www.strobert.org for lots of helpful information. 

Notes from the Office 

Wisconsin Covenant Did You Know? 

All 8th graders in the state of Wisconsin are guaranteed 

access to a college education if they sign and fulfill the 

Wisconsin Covenant Pledge by September of their 9th 

grade year.  Students who sign the pledge promise to 

graduate from high school with a B average, take col-

lege prep courses, and be active in their communities.  

Fulfilling the Covenant earns them a place at a Univer-

sity of Wisconsin system institution, a Wisconsin techni-

cal college, or a Wisconsin private university or college.  

Students who meet federally-defined financial need can 

also expect to receive financial aid. 

 

See www.wisconsincovenant.wi.gov for more informa-

tion. 

 

Raise a Reader Program 
St. Robert School is participating in the Raise a Reader program sponsored by the International Reading Asso-

ciation and Parent Magazine.  It's simple to participate; all you have to do is go to the website and register and 

then log your child's reading minutes on the site.  Minutes read from March 8th through May 31st will be totaled 

and the school with the most minutes per student will win $5000 for their school library.  To learn more go to 

http://parents.com/reading/strobertschoolmilwi  

 

 

Band Notes 
Come support spectacular music in our 

school!  Join the St. Robert band this 

Tuesday, March 16th at 6:30 in the 

church for an evening of exciting and 

heartfelt music.  You will hear the jazz 

band, beginning band and concert 

band, as well as a recital of select solo-

ists performing  their solo/ensemble 

pieces.  Also featured on this concert is 

a grand work performed by all bands 

together!  You will not 

want to miss this per-

formance.  We look 

forward to seeing you there! 

http://www.wisconsincovenant.wi.gov/
javascript:%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20if%20(typeof%20hdrLaunchDvbGoToLink%20==%20'undefined')%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%7b%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%


Home & School Association News 
HONK!  Crew Meeting 

All Middle School stu-

dents interested in 

helping behind the 

scenes (sets, lights, 

costumes, make-up, etc.) for the musi-

cal should come to a short meeting on 

Monday, March 15th at 3:05 in the 

Gym.  Please review the Participation 

Packet and bring a signed parental 

consent form (all available under 

―Thursday Home Folder attachments‖ 

on the website).  Questions?  Contact 

the chairs at HONK2010@aol.com . 

 

Battle of the Books 

Battles continue next week!  Tuesday, 

March 16, the 6th graders battle at 

8:00 a.m., followed by the 

5th graders at 8:30, and 

ending with the 4th graders 

at 9:00.  Keep Reading!  

The final battle is schedule for Tues-

day, March 23.  

Upcoming Home & School Events: 

Mar. 13th – Emerald Auction 

March 25th Grandparents Reception 
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Scrip Corner 
We thank you all who are participating in the Scrip (substitute money) program. Again the program is so simple 

it is a no brainer. So, for those of you who don't understand how it works, it's like this. *The Parish purchases 

gift/shopping cards from a company that buys cards in bulk at a discount from participating businesses.*A 

portion of that discount is passed on to non-profit organizations (St. Robert).*The non-profit (St. Robert) then sells these cards to you at 

full face value. It is not costing you any additional dollars.*You simply buy the cards to places that you normally shop and use the cards in 

place of currency. *The business has contributed the profit to the parish and we have mutually supported each other. *Local businesses 

participating are: Bayside Garden, Bliffert Lumber/Hardware, B'Tween Friends, City Market, Culver's, Winkie's, and our newest members, 

Alterra Coffee, Oakcrest Tavern and Open Book Co-op. If you shop at any of these businesses, please purchase shopping cards from us 

before you go and support both the business and the parish at the same time. (Don't forget, you can pay that Kohl's charge using Scrip 

cards.) Still don't understand because it sounds too easy? Just buy one card from the volunteers in the back of church; visit the parish 

office, or contact Kathy Wyatt @ 962-5691 or kpwyatt@earthlink.net. One person can make a difference. Profit for the months of January 

and February:  approx. $1000. GOOD LUCK EMERALD AUCTION!!! 

 

Parish News 
Soup, Salad & Stations of the Cross 

All parish and school families are invited to pray the Stations of the Cross and afterwards, share a simple potluck meal 

together in the back of St. Robert Church.  Families with children are welcome.  Bring flashlights to help illuminate the 

Stations of the Cross!  Soup will be provided, so please consider contributing a salad, bread, dessert, wine, or juice.   

Dates:  March 5 and March 19.   Time:  6:00 pm Stations of the Cross, 6:30 pm  Soup & Salad.   

 

S.A.M. Collections During Lent 
March 12—Canned spaghetti, crackers, canned  

vegetables & fruits 

March 19—Canned chicken, rice & rice mixes, canned stew 

March 25—Peanut butter & jelly, crackers 

April 1—Healthy cereal & oatmeal, breakfast bars, 

powdered milk 

mailto:HONK2010@aol.com
mailto:kpwyatt@earthlink.net


MARCH MADNESS! 

After a thrilling victory last Saturday, the 8th grade boys continue 

their Padre run this Sunday, 3/14 at 4:30 p.m.  Bus for 5th thru 

8th grade fans leaves the St. Robert parking lot at 3:30.  Face 

painting and such will take place anytime after 3:00 p.m. in the 

gym.  Permission slips have been sent home and may be found 

online at strobert.org.  

        

The 8th grade girls battled valiantly in their Padre game, but -- 

despite their outstanding defensive effort -- the Bobcat shots 

refused to fall, and the girls lost to a very talented St. Ed's team 

from Racine.  More than 110 photos of the Bobcats in action 

can be found on the Padre website (www.thepadreserra.org) 

under the March 4 action listing.  The Bobcats want to thank 

their many fans for attending and cheering at their Padre game 

and throughout the season.  Congratulations on a fine year and 

outstanding 4 years of basketball to Coach Jim McKeown and 

the 8th grade girls: Emma "The Rebounder" Atwell, Caitlin "Early 

Bird" Baltus, Zoe "Buzzer Beater" Deprez, Brigid "The Line-

backer" Gallagher, Anna "Speedster" Lucius, Allison "The Flying 

Post" Mitchell, Julia "The Virtuoso" Pantak,  Abby "Energizer" 

Pech, and "Smiling" Madeline Wittkowske. 

 

Thank you!  

Thank you to all coaches, athletes, and families who joined us 

for mass and the Blessing of Athletes last weekend.  It was very 

special.     

 

TRACK!  Details and sign-up forms are in this week’s 

home folders.  Track is open to 5th thru 8th grade 

student athletes.  Come on out and join the fun! 

 

OPEN GYM: 03/20/10 – 7th grade 

 03/27/10 – 8th grade 

Athletics 
Updates on last week’s games and season-

ending recaps: 

The 7th grade girls finished their season with 

two victories last weekend, beating St. Mary MF 

37-12 and WCSS 32-16, keeping them on top of the very strong 

NDDB ―A‖ division.  Their league record was 10-1 and they fin-

ished first in two of the tournaments they played this year.  Con-

gratulations on a very successful season to Amber Allen, Mary 

Francis Cook, Ashley Eimers, Grace Hayes, Jayla Koonce, Sarah 

Mackowski, Abby Mansker, Mary Mansker, Aisling Moloney, 

Madeleine Nation, Delaney O’Neill and Ellie Schueller. 

 

The 7th grade boys 'A' team finished the season strong.  The 

team played strong all 4 quarters and easily beat a St. Eugene 

team that had beaten them twice earlier in the season.  Every-

one played with great effort.  It was an excellent  finish to the 

season, way to go Coach Dennis Reilly, Kevin Brauer, Aidan 

Flanagan, Joe Franke, Leonardo Konewko, Steve Linn, Charlie 

Monnat, Sammy Monnat, Riley Sellinger, John Turner, and Mi-

chael Turner. 

 

The 5th grade boys White and Blue teams had solid finishes to 

their seasons.  The White team lost two tough games to start the 

Holy Family tournament but finished with a solid win to end the 

season.  The Blue team won its first two games and made it to 

the final four of the tournament.  The final two games were both 

very competitive, but the Blue team lost both games and fin-

ished in 4th.  Coach Reitman and Coach Ryland were very 

pleased with the progress of the boys and enjoyed a great sea-

son.  Congratulations to both teams: White - Isaac Conlon, Ryan 

Goetter, Max Janairo, Kevin Linn, Mateo Lipscomb, Emmett Og-

nar, and Oguis Rodriguez; and Blue - Hunter Atwell, Jackie Col-

lopy, Tommy Curtis, Jack Kessenich, Freddy Poorman, and Henry 

Smith. 

GO BOBCATS!! 
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Quotable  

Kindergarteners 
Teacher asks: ―Anyone else know a word that begins 

with ―S‖?‖ 

 

Student replies: ―We can’t 

write the bad ―S‖ word, right?‖ 

 4th Grade Boys—Little People’s 

Basketball 
There will be no Little People’s Basketball for 4th Grade 

Boys this weekend because of the Emerald Auction.  4th 

Grade Boys will meet again the weekend after the auction.  

Gym availability is opening up, so times may change and 

will be announced. 

http://www.thepadreserra.org
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Community News 
Alverno College Celebrates Women and Girls 

Join us for a special weeklong celebration of women and girls 

in conjunction with the grand opening of our Research Center 

for Women and Girls.  All events are free and open to the pub-

lic, but attendees must register as space is limited.  Please 

visit www.alverno.edu/RCWG for event details and to register. 

 

College Lacrosse Game To Be Played at Shorewood High 

This Saturday 3/13 there is a college la-

crosse game - UWM vs. UW-Madison at 

Shorewood HS at 12:00pm. It will be a great 

chance for students of all ages to see some 

high level lacrosse being played. Bring your 

friends and enjoy a chance to watch this fast

-growing, fast-paced sport up close! 

Pick-Your-Fun Night for 5th, 6th & 7th Graders at Pius XI 

Basketball, Crafts, Guitar Hero®, Volleyball, Rock Climbing, 

Games, DJ and more!  Admission is free, but a signed permis-

sion slip (visit www.piusxi.org) is required at the door. Date: 

Friday, March 19, 2010 from 7-9 PM; Location: Pius XI Field 

House 

 

Titanic: The Musical  

PIUS XI High School is proud to present this Tony Award-

winning musical—a joint collaboration between students, fac-

ulty, parents, alumni, and the professional theater community! 

It is rarely performed due to the sheer size and scope of the 

production. Buy your tickets today!  Dates:  March 25—27, 

2010 @ 7:00 PM; Location: Pabst Theater (144 E. Wells 

Street, Milwaukee); Tickets:  $10-$35; Reserved Seating Only; 

Contact: Pius XI Bookstore @ 414.290.8151 

Catholic Knights Presents Living Our Faith 
The March 20th "Catholic Knights presents Living Our Faith" episode, hosted by Milwaukee Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki, spotlights 

Catholic social justice.  Art Wigchers, board member of the Catholic Relief Services Foundation, and Ted Larkin, director of the Midwest 

regional office of Catholic Social Services, talk about Catholic Relief Services’ efforts in countries such as Haiti.  Stephanie Dietrich, for-

mer faculty coordinator of Operation Michael, and Erin Davis, a senior student leader of Operation Michael, share information about the 

program, a Catholic Memorial High School initiative, which raises awareness about the problems of the homeless in Milwaukee.  The 

filmed feature takes a look at a parish twinning relationship between St. Boniface Parish, Germantown, and a parish in Bolgatanga, 

Ghana in Africa.  

 

Watch "Catholic Knights presents Living Our Faith" Saturday, March 20, at noon, on WISN TV 12. The program also airs on Time Warner 

Cable's Wisconsin On Demand, Channel 411 and is replayed on Relevant Radio. If you miss a show, every segment is available at 

www.livingourfaith.net. 

 

Alumni News 
Dominican High School Salutatorian 

DHS would like to announce this year’s 

Salutatorian, Nathan Bredeson, a for-

mer student at St. Robert.  Dominican 

High School is so proud of Nathan and 

grateful for all of the gifts he has 

shared with Dominican over the last 

four years!  

Herb Kohl Educational Foundation Ex-

cellence Scholarship 

Divine Savior Holy Angels High School is 

proud to announce that Lauren Ham-

mer (SRS Class of 2006) is the recipi-

ent of the Herb Kohl Educational Foun-

dation Excellence Scholarship.  Lauren 

is one of 100 students selected from 

across the state for this accolade. 

Scholarships are awarded annually to 

100 graduating seniors that have dem-

onstrated academic potential, out-

standing leadership, citizenship, com-

munity service, 

integrity and other 

special talents. 

http://www.alverno.edu/RCWG
http://www.piusxi.org/
http://www.livingourfaith.net

