
 

– arouses the central nerv-

ous system in a way that 

shifts sleep stages and af-

fects the quality of sleep, 

along with memory for learn-

ing, which is normally consolidated at that time. 

 

One more recent neuroscience discovery may 

also be at play.   It turns out that we have some-

thing called mirror neurons in the premotor cor-

tex that predispose us to imitate actions we ob-

serve.  This finding has significant implications 

for learning from visual media as these brain 

cells fire not only when we prepare to perform a 

motor action, but when the action is observed in 

another human subject.  In other words, seeing 

someone perform an action – live or in visual 

media – primes the brain to perform the same 

action by establishing and strengthening the 

neurological connections for a particular behav-

ior – akin to practicing.  The implication relative 

to visual media exposure is significant.  Simply 

stated, our brains absorb what we watch, 

strengthening the neural pathways to imitate 

those actions.   Mirror neurons may explain the 

research finding that children exposed to violent 

media – including cartoon violence – have more 

difficulty with self-regulation and are more prone 

to aggressive behavior, while those who view 

prosocial programs show higher levels of task 

persistence, rule, obedience, and tolerance of 

delay.  The difficulty with self-regulation may also 

explain the finding that early exposure to violent 

content and non-educational media is positively 

correlated with attention deficit, whereas educa-

tional television is not.   

 

Where children are concerned, researchers seem 

to agree, that chronic exposure to visual media 

contributes to some definite risks to attention, 

self-regulation, and academic performance, but it 

is important to note that content, quantity, and 

age of input are all significant variables, making 

parents the most influential factor in their chil-

dren lives.  Some things haven’t changed after 

all. 
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can have faith in. 

SCHOOL HOURS 

Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.: 

     7:50 am—3:05 pm 

Wednesdays: 

     7:50 am—2:05 pm 

Half-Time Students: 

     7:50 am—11:30 am 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

4/30 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 3rd Gr.  SAM 

Collection:  macaroni & 

cheese, canned fruits, canned 

vegetables 

 

4/30 1:00 pm 

Boerner Bot. Gardens (here), 

1st Gr 

 

 

5/1 & 5/2 

First Eucharist 

 

 

5/4 9:30 am 

Art Museum, 4th Gr 

 

 

5/5 8:45 am 

6th Grade Service Project 

 

 

5/6 Morning 

Mary Tooley, K4 & K5 

 

5/6 11:30 am 

Art Museum, 3rd Gr 

 

5/6 1:30 pm 

Mary Tooley, 1st Gr 

 

5/6 7:00 pm 

Middle School Musical 

 

 

5/7 8:00 am 

All School Mass, 2nd Gr  

(May Crowning) 

 

5/7 7:00 pm 

Middle School Musical 

 

 

5/8 7:00 pm 

Middle School Musical 

 

 

5/9 11:00 am 

Childrens Liturgy of the Word 

For a more complete listing of upcoming events, see the on-line calendar (control + click to follow the link): 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html 
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I think anyone who’s been in the business of 

teaching for awhile would say that with the pas-

sage of generations, children seem to have be-

come less focused, more impulsive, and less 

able to contain their actions and their sounds.  

Their presence is generally ―bigger, louder, 

longer, stronger‖ than children of a bygone era.  

We readily assume it’s because the standards of 

our society have changed.  The pace of life is 

more frenetic.  We’ve relaxed our expectations.  

We better support our children’s natural in-

stincts.  But scientists are finding intriguing evi-

dence that points us in another direction.  It 

seems that in addition to the marvelous educa-

tional benefits of television and other visual in-

puts, these new media also have a profound 

effect on the self-regulation skills of developing 

children. 

 

As our brains are bombarded by an onrush of 

images and almost constant noise, we are re-

quired to process increasing amounts of visual 

and auditory information within shorter and 

shorter time intervals. The resulting sensory over-

load has caused a physical reorganization of the 

executive network in the pre-frontal cortex – the 

part of the brain that determines what we pay 

attention to and that inhibits attention toward 

distracters.  One way we adapt to this sensory 

bombardment is to function in a state of 

―continuous partial attention,” in which we moni-

tor all the incoming information and stimuli with-

out truly focusing on anything.   

 

Experts are not sure exactly what aspect of visual 

media is causing the negative brain effects.  One 

theory is that the rapidity of video images leads 

to sudden shifting among multiple neuronal cir-

cuits.  When this occurs over an extended time in 

a young, developing brain, the normal laying 

down of neuronal pathways is disrupted, which 

may lead to impaired attention abilities.  Another 

possible reason for the neurological adaptations 

comes from the link between television viewing 

and sleep efficiency.  It seems that engagement 

with video games – before bedtime in particular 

http://www.strobert.org/school/Current_Parents_0092/Calendar0114.html
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ARE YOU MISSING A PLATE OR SERVING TRAY? 

Several plates and trays were left at school after the Grandparents Reception.  If you are missing one, please 

contact the school office. 

 

REPORTING ABSENCES, LATE ARRIVALS 

Please call the school office attendance line each day your student will be absent or late.  Provide student’s 

name and teacher or room number, your name, and reason for the absence (be specific as to symptoms if ill—

e.g., fever over 100 degrees, cough, body aches, nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea) or late arrival.  If hot lunch is 

needed, please also indicate which entrée is preferred (hot lunch orders must be placed by 10:00 am). 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

School office hours are 7:30 am-3:30 pm Monday through Friday.  If it’s after hours, please check out Edline 

and the school website at www.strobert.org for lots of helpful information. 

Notes from the Office 

EDLINE TIP OF THE WEEK 
 

Are you wondering where to find a calendar that shows your child’s assignments and tests for ALL his/her classes in 

one convenient place?  Check out the Combined Calendar feature on Edline!   After logging in, please follow these in-

structions to view a combined calendar for each of your children. 

 

Scroll to ―My Content‖ on the left hand column 

Click on Combined Calendar 

If you have more than one child, select the name of that child in the ―Combined Calendar for‖ drop down menu 

Condolences  
e To Lisa Lesjak on the passing of her dear friend Paulõs mother. 

MAY CROWNING  

There will be a School Mass on Friday, May 7, 

2010, at 8:00 am. The 2nd Graders will be in 

the opening procession, dressed in their First 

Eucharist clothing.  Each 2nd Grader will place a 

flower in a vase on the altar. Immediately fol-

lowing the Mass, there will be a Crowning of 

the Blessed Mother statue by an 8th grader, to honor Our 

Blessed Mother. 

LIVING ROSARY  

On Wednesday, May 12, 2010, at 9:00 a.m., in 

St. Robert Church, there will be a ―Living Ro-

sary.‖  All students of St. Robert School will be 

in attendance, with representatives from grades 

2 through 8 reading and representing the 

―beads‖ of the Holy Rosary. All members and 

friends of St. Robert Parish are invited to attend, to bring a ro-

sary, and to pray together as a community.  



Home & School Association News 
will also be available at the door for 

every performance.  Questions?  Con-

tact Claudia Mitchell at 446-5364 or 

HONK2010@aol.com. 

 

Used Uniform Sale 

Come help the home and 

school association and 

help yourself to some 

great deals on used uni-

forms by the tot lot after school until 

4pm on Monday, May 10th. 

 

"Effortless" Fundraising Day at Bella's 

Fat Cat on Oakland 

Take a day off from cooking and eat at 

Bella's Fat Cat on Tuesday, May 11th!  

Bella's will donate 15% of ALL SALES, 

ALL DAY to St. Robert School!  Please 

support your school by eating at Bella's 

Fat Cat, and encourage friends and 

Upcoming Home & School Events: 

May 6th-8th—Middle School Show- 

 case presents ―Honk!‖ 

May 11th—Bella’s Fundraising Day 

HONK! Jr.– Middle School Showcase 

Please come see our St. Robert Middle 

School students perform the Oliver 

Award winning musical ―HONK!‖.  Our 

students have 

been rehearsing 

for months to 

bring you this 

charming musi-

cal comedy 

based on Hans Christian Andersen’s 

classic story, ―The Ugly Duckling‖.  

Both children and adults of all ages will 

enjoy this show! Performances are at 

7:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 6th, Friday, 

May 7th, and Saturday, May 8th.  Ticket 

prices remain low at $5/adult and $2/

student (lap-sitters are free).  To order 

reserved seats in advance, please use 

the form available at www.strobert.org/

school or at the school office.  Tickets 
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family to do the same!  Extra staff will 

be on hand during the busy dinner 

hour!  Bring the soccer team!  Bring the 

baseball team!  And 

don't forget lunch!  

Think about organiz-

ing a lunch outing 

with your co-workers...eat in or take out!  

Yummmmmmm!  Please call Barb Mon-

nat if you have any questions at 964-

1046. 

Bella's Fat Cat 

2974 N. Oakland Ave. 

Open 11:00am to 11:00pm  

ATTENTION PARENTS ð  

ITõS SPRING CONCERT TIME! 
 

The elementary school concert will take place on Thursday, May 20th at 6:30 pm in the gym.  You should plan to 

have your child here at 6:15.  Students can wear festive spring attire (pastel colors on top – short sleeves or 

longer, and khakis or blue pants – no jeans please).  We are doing a lot of moving on stage so pants/capris for 

girls might be preferred.   

 

The middle school concert will take place on Tuesday, May 27th at 6:30 pm in the gym.  Liturgy Choir and General Choir students need 

to be in the music room by 6:10 to warm-up.  Choir students are to wear pastel, spring colored shirts and khaki dress pants or skirts.   

Band and String Ensemble students should be receiving their attire and call time information from their directors.   

 

It is expected that all students will be present for the performance and stay for the entire performance.  If you have serious, irreconcil-

able conflicts or would like assistance setting up a ride for your child, please let Mrs. Dodge know immediately (332-1164 ext. 3423 

or email ldodge@strobert.org).   

School Supply Shopping Made Easy!  
 

Planning that summer vacation?  Why worry about purchasing school supplies during the summer.  You can order your child’s supplies 

through School-Pak with just a couple of mouse clicks!  Please check out www.schoolpak.com for more information.  Click on ―Products: 

Pre-Packaged School Supplies‖, the state, the city, and our school, and then 

select the grade level and the quantity.  It’s as easy as that!  Please check 

Thursday homefolders for your School-Pak flyer.  If you have any questions, just 

let us know! 

mailto:HONK2010@aol.com
http://www.strobert.org/school
http://www.strobert.org/school
mailto:ldodge@strobert.org
http://www.schoolpak.com
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CONGRATULATIONS!  Congratulations to Allison Mitchell 

and Danny Jarosz, who were each presented with the Russ 

Janowiak award at the athletic banquet last week.  There 

is no doubt that Mr. Janowiak would be proud of Allison 

and Danny as they truly exemplify the personal character-

istics this award represents - dedication, teamwork, sports-

manship and positive, service-orientated attitude.  Way to 

go, Allison and Danny! 

 

VOLLEYBALL!  Volleyball registration for ath-

letes who will be in grades 5 through 8 in the 

fall of 2010 is currently underway.  The regis-

tration form was sent home this week and can 

also be found on the web at strobert.org in the 

Athletics section.  Numbers must be known so that coach-

ing and league assignments may be determined.  Register 

NOW! 

 

TRACK!  The track team now has two meets under its belt 

and the season is going wonderfully!  There were 25 teams 

participating in the UWM indoor meet last weekend, and 

our Bobcats did extremely well.  Although there were many 

individual and team triumphs, those listed below were the 

ribbon winners.  Congratulations to everyone for a job well 

done! 

Boys: 

¶ 8th 200 meter dash – 2nd place 28.49 – Patrick Byrne 

¶ 8th 800 meter run – 5th place 2:42.65 – Emmett Conlon 

¶ 7th 400 meter dash – 1st place 1:05.52 – Riley Sellinger 

¶ 7th 400 meter dash – 2nd place 1:07.65 – Michael 

Turner 

¶ 7th 4x200 relay – 4th place 2:07.24 – Riley Sellinger-

Kevin Brauer-Aidan Flanagan-Michael Turner 

¶ 5th 800 meter run – 1st place 2:28.30 – Freddy Poor-

man – MEET RECORD 

Athletics 

GO BOBCATS!! 

¶ 5th 4x200 relay – 3rd place 2:23.20 – 

Jackie Collopy-Isaac Conlon-Tommy 

Curtis-Freddy Poorman 

¶ 5th 4x200 relay – 6th place 2:28.43 – Joe Frediani-Max 

Janairo-Jack Kessenich-Henry Smith 

 

Girls: 

¶ 7th 800 meter run – 7th place 3:04.99 – Ellie Schueller 

¶ 6th 50 meter dash – 1st place 7.73 – Genevieve Vahl 

¶ 6th 200 meter dash – 6th place 32.92 – Celia Gallagher 

¶ 6th 400 meter dash – 3rd place 1:15.90 – Cessa 

Flanagan 

¶ 6th 400 meter dash – 8th place 1:17.96 – Megan Eimers 

¶ 6th 800 meter run – 2nd place 2:53.86 – Meghan Curtis 

¶ 6th 4x200 relay – 4th place 2:16.17 – Sara Abu-Zahra-

Sidney Capati-Katelyn Krieg-Genevieve Vahl 

¶ 6th 4x200 relay – 6th place 2:18.87 – Annie Leo-Meghan 

Curtis-Gabby Oliveras-Bonaparte-Megan Eimers 

 

FUN!  The Guys Night Out Poker Party for Athletics was held 

this past Saturday.  Thank you to all the guys who attended.  

It was a great time that raised $1,700 for St. Robert Athlet-

ics.  A special thank you to Mark and Mary Beth Aasen for 

hosting the event in their beautiful home and for Dennis 

Reilly for the organizational effort. 

 

THANK YOU!  Thanks to everyone who participated in the 

Athletic Banquet last week.  A good time was had by all!  

Special appreciation goes to Kate Jurgens for putting the 

DVD together, which recognized all of our hard work through 

pictures and music.  It was very special.  

 

Scrip Corner 
Spring really is on it's way.  Don't forget to get your Scrip cards before heading off to the hardware stores (Bliffert,  

Home Depot, Lowes), garden center (Bayside), outside eateries (Alterra, City Market, Culver's). We have Sendik's, 

Whole Foods and Einstein's 'bagels only' coupons and  T. H. Stemper certificates.  Please help support the parish while supporting our 

local businesses. Remember, it's money you are already spending.  Did you know you can use Kohl's cards to payoff that charge?  There 

are still cards available for Mother's Day, so why not call the parish office to see what's in stock.  
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Community News 
Pallium Mass and Send-off Blessing 

Please join us for a special send-off event as Archbishop 

Jerome E. Listecki, and the pilgrims who will travel with him, 

embark on their journey to Rome on Tuesday, June 8, 2010, 

at The Cathedral of Saint John the Evangelist, 812 North Jack-

son Street, Milwaukee. 

¶ 6:30 p.m. - A presentation on the history of the Pallium by 

Bishop William Patrick Callahan 

¶ 7:00 p.m. - Mass and Send-off Blessing presided by 

Archbishop Jerome E. Listecki 

¶ 8:00 p.m. - Buon Viaggio Reception 

The event is free and open to the public. Please contact 

Randy Nohl at 414.758.2261 or nohlr@archmil.org with ques-

tions. Click here for a link to calendar event. 

DSHA Summer Theatre Camp 

DSHA will again hold a four-week 

theatre camp called FACT (Fine Arts 

Children’s Theatre) for girls and 

boys in grades 5 to 8.  In the morn-

ing, students attend classes in act-

ing, music, and dance.  The after-

noons are spent rehearsing for the 

Community Theatre Works Produc-

tion of Annie.  Come for just the morning class, the afternoon 

rehearsals, or the entire day!  Classes are held Monday 

through Friday, June 21-July 16.  Auditions for Annie will be 

held in the afternoon on June 18.  Call 414-616-2813 for an 

audition slot. 

 

Parish News 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word 

Please join us at the 11:00 am Mass on May 9th for our special 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word. 

 

St. Robert Fair—Granny’s Attic Rummage Sale 

Granny's Attic rummage drop off dates are May 1st 12:00- 2:00 

and May 16th 6:00-7:30 near the garages. Drop off house-

wares, glassware, dishes, furniture, toys, etc. (save clothing for 

the fall rummage sale).  No mattresses, tires, 

humidifiers, exercise equipment, TVs, or com-

puters.  Please separate books from rummage. 

 

Want first glimpse at the treasures?  We are 

always looking for volunteers to sort/price and work the check-

out.  We could especially use volunteers to help organize the 

linens.  Contact Mary and Andrew Meurer at 962-4989.  

mailto:nohlr@archmil.org?subject=Pallium%20Questions
http://www.archmil.org/ArchdioceseEvents/PalliumMassSend-Off.htm?ReturnURL=%20%2fEvents.htm%3fDateRange%3dweek%26Classifications%3d%26Keyword%3d%26Date%3d%206%252f12%252f2010&Date=06-08-2010%2019:00

