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ST. ROBERT OF NEWMINSTER STATUE

DEDICATED DECEMBER 1, 2012

ST. ROBERT PARISH
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This illustration of St. Robert of Newminster cradling in his arm St. Robert of
Newminster Church, Shorewood, Wisconsin, was created by an unknown
artist for the cover of the History of St. Robert Parish, 1912-1953. The homes
of Shorewood are depicted, sheltered under the watchful eye of St. Robert of
Newminster and the spire of St. Robert Church.



ST. ROBERT OF NEWMINSTER

St. Robert of Newminster is the patron and namesake of the parish established
in 1912 on Capitol Drive (then Mineral Springs Road) in Shorewood (then the
Village of East Milwaukee).

Although little is known of Robert’s youth, his accomplishments following his
ordination to the priesthood are well recorded. After serving as a rector in York-
shire, England, for a time, he joined a group of Benedictine monks in 1132 at St.
Mary Abbey, York, England. In that year, the monks built the famous Fountains
Abbey in a desert valley called Sheldale, within the town of Sutton. The abbey
was so called because of springs found on the property. The monks soon became
affiliated with the Cistercians reform, which had been introduced by St. Bernard,
Cistercian Abbot of Clairvaux, France.

Robert of York was a close friend of Bernard and was sent in 1137 to be abbot
of a new monastery at Morpeth in the Northumberland area of England - New-
minster Abbey - and, therefore, became known as Robert of Newminster. He
directed the monks in the construction of Newminster Abbey and was abbot for
21 years.

He was a man of prayer, favored with the gifts of prophecy and miracles. He
died June 7, 1159, and is buried at Newminster Abbey. His tomb became a pil-
grimage for many who sought his help. The number of pilgrims became so great
that his body was moved from the chapter house to the choir of the church and
reinterred in front of the high altar. A shrine was erected over his grave. During
the reformation in England, the Abbey was abandoned and now lies in ruins.

The feast day of St. Robert of Newminster is celebrated June 7.



NAMING A NEW PARISH

At their first meeting in East Milwaukee - June 11, 1912 - the parishioners
were directed by Fr. Farrel Patrick Reilly to choose a name for the parish. The par-
ish had been incorporated on the feast of Our Lady of Perpetual Help and it was
suggested that the title of Our Lady be the parish name, as Mary’s help would be
needed to finance the building program.

Rev. Robert J. Roche, pastor of Holy Rosary Parish, Milwaukee, and a friend and
benefactor of Fr. Reilly and the new parish, introduced his choice of a name in a
novel fashion. He promised to contribute a specified amount for certain names:
$100 for Holy Family; $200 for St. Martin of Tours; $300 for St. John the Baptist;
$400 for St. Gabriel the Archangel; $500 for St. Robert, Abbot. Fr. Roche’s popu-
larity (many of the new parishioners were Father’s parishioners from Holy Rosary)
and the $500 for the building fund were deciding factors. St. Robert received 35
votes and Our Lady of Perpetual Help, nine votes.

Other names considered were Mary, Theresa, Catherine, Helena, Good Shep-
herd, Mary Magdalen, Holy Angels, Bridget, John, Corpus Christi, and John the
Baptist.

When the present St. Robert Church was dedicated May 8, 1938, the Rev.
R.E. Kershaw, an English Benedictine and pastor of St. Robert Church, Morpeth,
Northumberland, near Newminster Abbey, was invited to the ceremony. He was
unable to attend because of the distance and the infirmities of age - he was
83 years old. To commemorate the occasion he sent an
ancient and treasured piece of statuary - the head of a saint
from his rectory garden. He had dug the ancient carving
from the ruins of Newminster Abbey. It is erected at the
east entrance of the church and serves as a link through
the centuries to St. Robert of Newminster.

The inscription on the plaque beneath the sculpture
reads: Carving from the ruins of Newminster Abbey,
Morpeth, Northumberland, England. Built by St. Robert of
Newminster c. 1138 A.D.




ST. ROBERT OF NEWMINSTER
MEMORIALIZED IN CHURCH

St. Robert is commemorated in several locations in the church.

There are three portals on the front facade of the church. Over each door is a
tympanum representing scenes from the life of St. Robert.
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Over the main door, St. Robert and his companions are
shown in deep thought about the establishment of a
new foundation.

The inscription: Other foundation no man can lay but
that which is laid - which is Jesus Christ

Over the left portal (west) the tympanum depicts Bene-
dictine monks engaged in the study of the Scriptures.

The inscription: Thou lightest my lamp O Lord
O my God enlighten my darkness
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Over the right portal (east) the tympanum shows the
monks planting a cross indicative of a new foundation.

The inscription: Direct me in Thy Truth for Thou art God
my Saviour

At the east end of the
main vestibule are stained
glass windows dedicated to
St. Robert of Newminster.
The left window depicts St.
Robert and the Benedictine
monks building the monas-
tery, Fountains Abbey, and
g Bt B9V shows the ruins of this fa-
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but My Words shall not
pass, reminds us of the
impermanence of all worldly
structures.
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STATUE OF ST. ROBERT OF NEWMINSTER

When Rev. Dennis A. Dirkx became pastor of St.
Robert of Newminster Parish in 2004, one of his
first observations was that there was no statue of
St. Robert in the church. Thus began his quest to
right that perceived shortcoming.

He became acquainted with John Balistreri,
sculptor and parishioner, who created an illustration
of St. Robert of Newminster. This was printed in the
form of a card that was available in church at the
time.

From there, the idea of creating a statue became
a real project.

CREATION OF STATUE

John Balistreri, beginning in 2009, worked on
creating an almost life-size model in clay that was
eventually cast in bronze at Vanguard Studios in
Milwaukee.

The statue was cast in sections and reassembled
before being transported to St. Robert Church. On
September 21, 2012, it was installed in the main
vestibule at the base of the St. Robert of Newmin-
ster windows.

Saturday, December 1, 2012, the first weekend
of Advent, during the parish’s Centennial year, the
statue was blessed and dedicated by Bishop Rich-
ard J. Sklba of the Milwaukee Archdiocese.

Statue of St. Robert in clay, without
lower arms, awaiting the bronzing
procedure at Vanguard Studios
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John Balistreri, St. Robert parishioner and 1971 alumnus of St. Robert School,
attended the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, is a graduate of the Milwaukee
Institute of Art and Design, and received an art teaching certificate from Cardinal
Stritch University. He currently teaches art at Messmer High School, Milwaukee.
He has a wide range of art interests and experience - everything from creating,
drawing and filming animated commercials to painting cast models of frogs for
the Milwaukee Public Museum’s rain forest exhibit, and everything in-between.
A working artist for over 30 years, he has owned and operated fine art galleries
since 1987.

“| felt humbled and honored when | was asked to create a bronze statue of
St. Robert of Newminster. It has truly been a moving, spiritually rewarding, and
a personally satisfying journey. The journey of creating the statue has had a pro-
found affect on me - strengthening my love for God and my connection with this
truly blessed faith community of which my family and | have been members for
several generations. My son, Anthony, is in eighth grade at St. Robert School. He
marks our family’s fourth generation.”

Fr. Dirkx and John Balistreri



DONORS

We gratefully acknowledge those who helped
make Fr. Dirkx’s dream of a statue of St. Robert of
Newminster a reality.

A Friend of St. Robert Parish
John Balistreri

Susan Balthasar
in memory of Norman J. Balthasar

Estate of Thomas Burton

Roy Butter*
in memory of Margaret Butter

Margadette Demet
in memory of Francis Joseph Demet,
in honor of his years in England in the U.S. Air Force

Rev. Dennis Dirkx
in memory of Cornelius and Jacoba Dirkx

Feerick Funeral Home
in memory of Robert Feerick

Rev. James Kimla
in memory of John and Zita Kimla

Beverly Koenen
in memory of Paul M. and Florence Becker

James and Vida Langenkamp
in honor of St. Robert School Faculty

Olive Linn
in gratitude for Fr. Dennis Dirkx’s 40th Anniversary of Ordination

John and Rosemary Monroe

Elly Pick
in memory of James and Elizabeth Pick

James Pittelkow
in memory of deceased members of the Pittelkow Family

Richard Schallack
in memory of Kathleen U. Schallack and Joan B. Schallack

Michael and Barbara Schulte
in memory of Robert and Nancy Schulte

* Deceased



Photography: William J. Hayes - St. Robert Church window; Margaret M. Sankovitz
- exteriors of St. Robert Church; Rev. Dennis A. Dirkx - statue bronzing; Jim Pittelkow -
statue installation; Kate H. Jurgens - Fr. Dennis and St. Robert statue



ST. ROBERT PARISH

4019 North Farwell Avenue Shorewood, Wisconsin 53211-2110
Phone (414) 332-1164 Fax (414) 332-2599
www.strobert.org



